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Welcome to the First Congregational United Church of 

Christ. No matter who you are or where you are on life’s 
journey, you are welcome here! 

      
 

 
 

 Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder 
them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.” 

Matthew 19:14 

 

 

 

 

 

Our mission is to embrace people of every age and stage of 

life and help them become the most loving version of 

themselves as possible. 

 

http://www.firstuccgaylord.org/
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Introit  

Introit –283 (B)  “Spirit of the Living God” 

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me; 

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 

Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me. 

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 

 

*Call to Worship: (WL = Worship Leader, M = Ministers) 

WL: God is alive and still speaking 

M: And She speaks in all kinds of ways through all kinds of people 

WL: With a living, still-speaking God, what is our job? 

M: To listen, to pay attention, and to be ready 

WL: Today we give thanks for those who work with at-risk children 

M: And we listen for God’s word through them 

All: Thank you, God, for the many ways you still speak to us! 

 

*Opening Hymn 

28 (B) “For the Beauty of the Earth” 

*Corporate Unison Prayer: 
Gracious God, today we give thanks that we live in a community with so many 

gifted and caring people. Thank you for our three special guests and the ways you 

have worked through them to improve our community. Our at-risk children need 

love and assistance from all quarters – from the legal system, from our educators, 

from our social services and foster care workers. We’re here this day to learn 
from and give thanks to three of your saints, who have fought the good fight and 

dedicated their professional lives to the well being of at-risk kids. Jesus said, “Let 
the children come to me, for to them belong your kingdom.” Amen. 

 

*Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost, as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen. 

 

Children’s Time 

Special Offering to Support Camp Quality, a camp for kids with cancer 

“Jesus Loves the Children” –by Rokko Jans 

Jesus loves the children. He says, “Come unto me.” 

Lord, teach our hearts to open wide 

Thy Kingdom comes to those who like a child 

Come unto Thee 

 

Offering 

Offertory Music – “The Sound of Silence” by Simon & Garfunkel 
Performed by Harrison Kalember, Rokko Jans, & Toby Jones 



3  

 

*Doxology 

 

Scripture Readings 

Matthew 19:13-15, Matthew 18:5-7 

Thank you, God, for the many ways You still speak to us. 

 

Panel Discussion 

Darla Edwards, Pat Morse, Anne Buyze Smith 

 

A Prayer for Children & The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

*Closing Hymn 

417 (B) “This is a Day of New Beginnings” (vv 1-4) 

 

Benediction 

 

*Sung Response 

292 (B) “Breathe on Me, Breath of God 

Breathe on me, Breath of God, fill me with life anew 

That I may love the way You love, and do what You would do 

 

 

*You are invited to stand if you feel comfortable doing so. 

*Please note that we have two hymnals, one is red (R), the other is black (B). 
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Meet Our Panel 
 

Darla Edwards 

Is a foster care licensing worker with Wellspring Lutheran Services. She is a graduate of 

Western Michigan University with a degree in Family and Human Service. She has 

worked in foster care for the past seven years. Prior to foster care, she worked at OMH 

teaching classes in childbirth, breastfeeding, infant care, and car seat safety.  

Pat Morse 

Served as a district court judge in Otsego County for 26 years; for the final ten of those 

years, she presided over drug court.  The offenders Judge Morse worked with were 

mostly young-adults and often from dysfunctional families. Drug court aims toward 

rehabilitation as opposed to incarceration. Through this experience, she has learned a 

great deal and has seen how drug use affects the brain. While Judge Morse is now 

retired, she still serves when there is vacancy or a scheduling conflict.  

Anne Buyze Smith 

Is employed by Gaylord Community Schools but is not here today as their 

representative. Her opinions and interests in this discussion are solely her own. She has 

been a teacher in a variety of settings for over 20 years, and is a wife and mother of 

three sons. She seeks to equip victims of extreme trauma with the coping skills to pull 

them through. 

 
SUNDAY’S PARTICIPANTS:  

 Music Director: Rokko Jans 

 Organist: Sandra Soderberg  

 School of Love: LJ Greer 

 Kidz on a Mission: Brenda Brummel 

 Usher/Greeter: Don & Mardee Storing  

 Liturgist: Mary Fox 

  

Pastor 

Toby Jones  

Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10:00am-

noon or by appt  

    Ch Phone: 989-732-5726  

    Cell: 231-881-6734  

    Email:        pastor@firstuccgaylord.org   

  

Moderator 

Rokko Jans 

E-mail: rokko@alaricjans.com  

 

 

Communications Coordinator 

Jessica Benoit 

989-732-5726  

E-mail:  office@firstuccgaylord.org  

 

Jessica’s Upcoming Schedule: 
Tuesday 04/24 8am-2:30pm 

Wednesday 04/25 9am-3pm 

 

Following worship, please join us in the Fellowship Hall where 

today’s coffee hour will be hosted by Cathy Otto and Margaret 

Hellenberg. 

 

 


