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Welcome to the First Congregational United Church of 

Christ. No matter who you are or where you are on life’s 
journey, you are welcome here! 

      
 

 
 

"Wine is a mocker, and beer is a brawler; whoever is led astray by them 

is not wise." 

 

 

 

 

Our mission is to embrace people of every age and stage of 

life and help them become the most loving version of 

themselves as possible. 

 

 

http://www.firstuccgaylord.org/
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Introit  

Introit –283 (B)  “Spirit of the Living God” 

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me; 

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 

Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me. 

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 

 

Call to Worship: (WL = Worship Leader, M = Ministers) 

WL: Easter is over, but Jesus is still risen, still alive, and still at work in and 

 through each of us. 

M: We are an Easter people, empowered by the Spirit of the living God. 

WL: There is much work to be done, as we continue Christ’s ministry. 
M: It is a ministry of love, and love never ends. 

WL: Throughout March and April, we are focusing our love on the children of our  

 community. 

M: Helping children at risk and the saints who work with them. 

All: Let us not grow weary in loving those who need it most. Amen! 

 

*Opening Hymn 

43 (B) “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” 

 

Corporate Unison Prayer: (adapted from a World Vision prayer) 

 Great Teacher, children need an education to have full and abundant lives. 

Bless people living in poverty by providing them ways to learn to read and to apply 

this new skill to help lift their families out of poverty.  

 Holy Spirit, be with teachers everywhere. Put Your love in their hearts and 

fill them with creative energy for the children in their daily care. May classrooms 

not only fill students with knowledge, but with wisdom, discernment, and love. 

 Loving Lord, classrooms should be safe places for children, but that can’t 
be guaranteed at this time. Protect children, and help teachers, administrators, law 

enforcement officers, and engaged citizens like us to remain vigilant against 

violence. Help all of us create an environment where students can flourish. 

 Finally, Lord, be with those children growing up in homes saturated by 

alcohol and other drugs. Protect these children. Give them a mentor, a safety net, 

and, if necessary, a way out, so they may grow into what You created them to be. 

Amen.  

 

*Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost, as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen 

 

Children’s Time 

Children’s Offering for the Food Pantry’s Backpack Program 

“Jesus Loves the Children” –by Rokko Jans 
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Jesus loves the children. He says, “Come unto me.” 

Lord, teach our hearts to open wide 

Thy Kingdom comes to those who like a child 

Come unto Thee 

 

First Scripture Reading 

Proverbs 20:1 and Proverbs 23:29-33  

Thank you, God, for the many ways You still speak to us. 

 

Offering 

Offertory Music: “John Barleycorn Must Die” – by Traffic 

*Doxology 

 

Second Scripture Reading 

Ephesians 6:1-4 

Thank you, God, for the many ways You still speak to us. 

 

*Hymn 

205 (B) “Forty Days and Forty Nights” 

 

Sermon 

“When John Barleycorn Moves In” 

 

Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

*Closing Hymn 

521 (B) “In Solitude” 

Benediction 

 

*Sung Response 

292 (B) “Breathe on Me, Breath of God 

Breathe on me, Breath of God, fill me with life anew 

That I may love the way You love, and do what You would do 

 

 

*You are invited to stand if you feel comfortable doing so. 

*Please note that we have two hymnals, one is red (R), the other is black (B). 
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SUNDAY’S PARTICIPANTS:  

 

 Music Director: Rokko Jans 

 Organist: Sandra Soderberg  

 School of Love: LJ Greer 

 Kidz on a Mission: Brenda Brummel 

 Usher/Greeter: Louanne Spearman  

 Liturgist: Mary Fox 

  

 

 

Pastor 

Toby Jones  

Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 

10:00am-noon or by appt  

    Ch Phone: 989-732-5726  

    Cell: 231-881-6734  

    Email:        

pastor@firstuccgaylord.org   

  

Moderator 

 Rokko Jans 

E-mail: rokko@alaricjans.com  

 

 

 

 

Communications Coordinator 

Jessica Benoit 

989-732-5726  

E-mail:  office@firstuccgaylord.org  

 

Jessica’s Upcoming Schedule: 
Tuesday 04/10 8am-2:30pm 

Wednesday 04/11 9am-3pm 

 

Following worship, please join us in the Fellowship Hall where 

today’s coffee hour will be hosted by Stephanie Kalember and 
Laura Hotelling.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


