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April 1th, 2018 
Easter Sunday 

 
Welcome to the First Congregational United Church of Christ. No 

matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are 
welcome here! 

      
 

 
 

"And their eyes were opened and they recognized him." - Luke 24:31 

 

 

 

Our mission is to embrace people of every age and stage of life and 

help them become the most loving version of themselves as possible. 

http://www.firstuccgaylord.org/
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Introit  

“Morning Has Broken” by Eleanor Farjeon, arr by Cat Stevens 

 

Call to Worship: (WL = Worship Leader, M = Ministers) 

WL: Last night, the sun set and covered the whole earth in darkness. 

M: And yet this morning, the sun rose, filling the whole earth with 

 glorious light! 

WL: All winter long, snow and ice covered the earth, freezing and burying all life 

beneath it. 

M: And yet, as spring draws near, buds of new life are already appearing! 

WL: Resurrection and new life are woven into the very fabric of life. 

M: All of creation tells of the glory of God, crying out that death does not get  

 the last word. 

All: Christ again has risen; our joy will have no end! Amen. 

 

*Opening Hymn 

245 (B) “The Day of Resurrection” 

 

Corporate Unison Prayer: 

Gracious God, it has been a long, cold winter. We have endured the darkness of 

short days and long nights, the bitter cold of January and February, school 

shootings, rumors of nuclear annihilation, and a political circus the likes of 

which we have never seen. We need new life, more light, and the hope of 

 resurrection. 

On this Easter day, this birth of spring, we are reminded that resurrection is 

neither supernatural nor extraordinary, but simply a part of your grand design 

for all things. Fill us with resurrection light. Give us resurrection hope. May our 

eyes see and our hearts feel what has been true since the very beginning of time – 

that sunset is always followed by sunrise, that darkness is always followed by 

dawn, that winter always gives way to spring, and that death is always but a 

gateway to new life. Amen. 

 

*Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost, as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen 

 

Children’s Time 

“Jesus Loves the Children” –by Rokko Jans 

Jesus loves the children. He says, “Come unto me.” 

Lord, teach our hearts to open wide 

Thy Kingdom comes to those who like a child 

Come unto Thee 
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First Scripture Reading 

Luke 24:1-12 

Thank you, God, for the many ways You still speak to us. 

 

Offering 

Offertory Music - “Easter People, Raise Your Voices” – William James, Arr by 

Chris Owenby 

*Doxology 

 

Second Scripture Reading 

Luke 24:13-32 

Thank you, God, for the many ways You still speak to us. 

 

Sermon 

“Their Eyes Were Opened and They Recognized Him!” 

 

Celebrating Our Family Meal 

330 (B) “Let Us Break Bread Together” 

 

An Easter Prayer 

 

*Closing Hymn 

233 (B) “Christ the Lord is Risen Today!” 

Benediction 

 

*Sung Response 

292 (B) “Breathe on Me, Breath of God 

Breathe on me, Breath of God, fill me with life anew 

That I may love the way You love, and do what You would do 

 

 

 

*You are invited to stand if you feel comfortable doing so. 

*Please note that we have two hymnals, one is red (R), the other is black (B). 
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SUNDAY’S PARTICIPANTS:  

 

 Music Director: Rokko Jans 

 Organist: Sandra Soderberg  

 School of Love: LJ Greer 

 Kidz on a Mission: Brenda Brummel 

 Usher/Greeter: Mona Viviano  

 Liturgist: Mary Fox 

  

 

 

Pastor 

Toby Jones  

Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 

10:00am-noon or by appt  

    Ch Phone: 989-732-5726  

    Cell: 231-881-6734  

    Email:        

pastor@firstuccgaylord.org   

  

Moderator 

 Rokko Jans 

E-mail: rokko@alaricjans.com  

 

 

 

 

Communications Coordinator 

Jessica Benoit 

989-732-5726  

E-mail:  office@firstuccgaylord.org  

 

Jessica’s Upcoming Schedule: 
Tuesday 04/03 8am-2:30pm 

Wednesday 04/04 9am-3pm 

 

Following worship, there will be no coffee hour today. Please 

enjoy this Sunday with your family, friends, and loved ones.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


