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First Congregational 

United Church of Christ  

218 W. Second Street, Gaylord, Michigan 49735  
www.firstuccgaylord.org  

December 18, 2022 

 
Welcome to the First Congregational United Church of Christ. No 

matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are 
welcome here!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Our mission is to embrace people of every age and stage of life and help 

them become the most loving version of themselves possible. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.firstuccgaylord.org/
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Words of Welcome 

Welcome to the First Congregational United Church of Christ. No 

matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are 
welcome here. 

 

Congregational Response: You are welcome to journey together with us! 

 

Call to Worship 
 (Inspired by Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19)  

(by Rev. Mia M. McClain is the Senior Pastor of Riverside Baptist Church in Washington D.C. She is 

an ordained UCC minister.  Worship Ways: United Church of Christ.  Used by permission) 

One:  We come seeking a sign from You, the One who sits upon the 

throne. 

All:  Restore us, O God; let your face shine, that we may be saved. 

One:  We come seeking to worship You, the One who dwells with us 

always. 

All:  Restore us, O God; let your face shine, that we may be saved. 

One:  We come seeking to witness your might, a child to be born in a 

coming night. 

All:  Restore us, O God; let your face shine, that we may be saved.   

 

*Gloria Patri 
Glory to the Creator, the Christ, the Holy Spirit: 

three in one! 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be 

world without end. Amen. Amen. 

 

*INVOCATION  
(Inspired by Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19)  

by Rev. Mia McClain 

One:   God of love –Ferocious love, fierce love, unending love, 

everlasting love –we gather in place with gratitude for the ways 

your love has called us out of bleakest and into your marvelous. 

We know of your renown, and we stand in awe of your work. In 

our own time revive it; in our own time make it known. Give ear, 

O Shepherd of Israel. Stir up your might in this place. 

Give us life, and we will call on your name as we worship you in 

spirit and in truth. Amen. 
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Kids’ Chat 
“Picture Memories” 
Rev. Greg Watling 

 

Lighting of the Advent Candle of Love 
Fourth Sunday of Advent (Joy),  

(Focus: Luke 1:26–38) 
Helen Mate 

 

Reader: O God, we light the fourth candle of Advent. We hear your angel 

Gabriel and witness the faith of Mary. Fill us with your grace and light. 

…Mary was a young, strong, spiritual woman. Even though her life was 

not easy, she heard God’s voice and said yes. Her song was a prayer that 
would uplift those who were downtrodden. Her lyrics shattered the proud 

and called the world to change. She would bear within her the promised 

child, Jesus, the Light of the World. This Advent, we respond to God’s 
beckoning to us as well. 

 

People: Revealing God, visit us and fill us with your Spirit. Bring your 

good news to life within us. Give us courage to carry your light 

into the injustices and shadows of this world. Amen. 
 

(sing) 
 

Shine on us, O God of justice; 

Guide our path through gloom of night; 

Bear within us Wisdom’s glory; 
Come to us, O Christ the Light. 

 
 

First Scripture Lesson 
Psalm 80: 1-7, 17-19 

 

*Hymn 

R.169. O Come, O come, Emmanuel (verses 1,2,4)  
 

Prayer for Transformation and New Life 
 (by Rev. Mia McClain) 

 

One:  We gather together in this season of Advent anticipating hope, 

praying for peace, attempting to cultivate joy and share love amidst 

commotion, grief, despair and uncertainty. 

 

~Moment of silence~ 
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One:  God, our shepherd – Restorer of our souls, in a world full of 

hopelessness, We have sometimes forgotten that you have shown 

your hope in endless ways. 

ALL:  Restore us, O God; let your face shine, that we may know your 

hope. 

One:  In the mirey mess of the world, we have sometimes neglected to 

lean into your peace that transcends comprehension. 

ALL:  Restore us, O God; let your face shine, that we may know your 

peace. 

One:  In a culture shrouded in doom and despair, we have often forgotten 

how to fight for our joy. 

ALL:  Restore us, O God; let your face shine, that we may know your 

joy. 

One:  In a moment when it is easier to hate others because they believe 

differently, love differently, live differently, vote differently – we 

have forgotten how to love beyond the bounds of what  

separates us. 

ALL:  Restore us, O God; let your face shine, that we may know your  

love. Stimulate our memory, O divine Creator. Remind us that  

even in our weakness, you are mighty. 
 

Words of Assurance 
(by Rev. Mia McClain) 

 

One:  God has never left us nor forsaken us. God is Emmanuel in the 

face of crisis, Emmanuel, in the midst of calamity, Emmanuel, in 

the presence of tribulation. God with us, helping our unbelief, 

Bringing us back to life, Reminding us that we are light. Let that be 

good news. 
 

Invitation to Generosity 
(by Rev. Mia McClain) 

 

*Doxology 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow 

Praise God all creatures here below 

Praise God for all that Love has done 

Creator, Christ and Spirit, One 
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Prayer of Dedication and Thanksgiving 
(by Rev. Mia McClain) 

One:  We dedicate these gifts that have been shared for the  

fortification of the beloved community. Let these gifts do  

justice in the world so that all may know they are loved by 

God. Amen. 

 

Sharing of Prayer Concerns/Pastoral Prayer/Lord’s Prayer 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever. 

Amen. 
 

 

Second Scripture 
Romans 1: 1-7 

 

*Hymn  
R.171. Joy To The World (verses 1,2,4) 

 

Message 

“Deep Spiritual Connection” 
By Rev. Greg Watling 

 
 

Special Music 
“The Redeemer Will Come” 

By Angerman and Barrett 

Performed by the Choir 

with Rebecca Reynolds, flute 
 

 

*Advent Benediction  
Lamb of God, the heav'ns adore you 

As we depart we bow before you 

Awaiting God's own chosen son  

Jesus, Jesus, as we go, we take you with us 

Amen, Amen. 
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Blessing 
(By Rev. Mia McClain) 

One:  Go forth knowing that you are loved by God. Go forth leading a 

life that is a sign of God’s grace. Go forth with anticipation for the 

restoration that is to come. And in that going, may God bless and 

keep you. May God’s face shine upon you. May God be gracious 

to you and give you peace. Amen. 
 

Please note that we have two hymnals, one is red (R), the other is black (B). 
 

*You are invited to stand if you feel comfortable doing so. 

 

SUNDAY PARTICIPANTS:  
Worship Leader: Rev. Greg Watling 

Liturgist: Louanne Spearman 

Greeter: Margaret Hellenberg 

Flowers: Christian Ed. 

Music Director: Rokko Jans 

Altar & Banner Design: Helen Mate 

Graphic Arts: Brenda Brummel 

Production: Maggie Wallin 

Coffee Hour: Helen Mate 
 

 

 

Pastor 

Rev. Greg Watling 

989-732-5726 

920-472-9172 

Monday: 8:00am – 12:00pm 

Thursday: 12:00pm – 4:00pm 

Or by appointment 

Email: pastorg@firstuccgaylord.org 

 

Moderator 

Margaret Wallin 

margaretwallin@msn.com 
 

Communications Coordinator 

Stephanie Kalember  

989-732-5726  

Monday: 10:00am – 2:00pm 

Thursday: 12:00 pm – 4:00pm 

E-mail: office@firstuccgaylord.org 

 

 

 

Finance 

Jessica Benoit 

finance@firstuccgaylord.org 
 

 

 

 

 

mailto:pastorg@firstuccgaylord.org
mailto:mstone359@gmail.com
mailto:office@firstuccgaylord.org
mailto:finance@firstuccgaylord.org
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~ In Our Prayers ~ 

During the month of December,  

the UNA is holding the New Waves UCC in prayer.  
 

 
  

Joel and Joanie Sietsema – as Joel has been diagnosed with pancreatic and liver 

cancer.  He will be in treatment for 3-5 weeks, followed by surgery.  

John and Margaret Hellenberg – as John has entered Hospice care at Aspen 

Ridge. 

Bill Dely – as Maxine has been moved from Medilodge to her daughter’s in the 
Grand Rapids area for further recuperation. 

Brenda Brummel – as she recovers from surgery. 

The English Family – as they grieve the loss of Joe’s mother and process Joe’s 
recent diagnosis with progressive aphasia. 

Laura Bantens and her partner, Chris – as Chris is experiencing health issues 

and they are both encountering major life changes.  

Sandra Soderberg – as she addresses ongoing health concerns.  

Gloria House’s granddaughter, Madison Crawford – as  

she suffers from cataplexy in narcolepsy along with other neurological struggles. 

She is at home and adjusting to new medication which seems to be helping but is 

still in need of prayers.   

Brad Derenzy—as he has continuing health struggles.  

Jennifer (Crandall) Finnegan and family- as Jen’s husband and father-in-law 

are having health issues. 

Ariah House – as she is finally home but still in need of prayers. She will be 

traveling to Grand Rapids for monthly infusions.      

  
Prayer requests are received by the church office. Names will appear on the list 

for two months; please let the office know if this time needs to be extended, or if 

it is time to remove a name. 

 
 

 

 

December Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Birthdays 

    

 

1 Ryan Watling  

3 Terry House  

4 Travis House  

5 Cindy Goller  

5 Sandra Soderberg  

14 Mike Dockery  

16   Ian Hotelling  

19   Paul Kaczanowski  

25   Ilah Weaver 

 

 

 
Anniversaries 
 

21 Joel & Joanie Sietsema  

22 George & Carol Lienerth 
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- ANNOUNCEMENTS –  
 

Food Pantry – needs a few more volunteers. Please contact Don Storing 

if interested.  

Bible Study –11 AM on Thursdays, but please keep an eye on your 

email for communication from Rokko. The Zoom link is provided:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84612895017 

Christmas Eve Service - 5 PM, with pre-service music beginning at 

4:30 PM 

Sunday, Christmas Day - Virtual service 

Sunday, New Year’s Day - Virtual service 

 

 

Happenings at Church for the week of December 18, 2022 
 

Sunday: Christmas Caroling, 11:45 – around 1PM  

Monday:  Reaching Out, 7 PM 

Wednesday:  Longest Night Service at 7 PM at Peace Lutheran.  

Attend in-person or livestream using our regular 

Facebook link. 

Church Book Club, 1 PM 

Thursday:  Bible Study, 11 AM 

Choir, 4 PM 

Friday:  NO Community Meal 

Saturday:  Christmas Eve Service, 5 PM, pre-service music  

beginning at 4:30 pm. 

 

*Our meetings are open to all, except where noted. If you have input for 

any of our teams and cannot make the meeting time, please email us your 

ideas at office@firstuccgaylord.org. Thanks! 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84612895017
mailto:office@firstuccgaylord.org

