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“The Great Belonging” 
Sermon 10/30/22 

By Rokko Jans 

 

“Stars have the knowledge—for Time is their teacher—that all is well; that we belong.” 

 

Today marks the end of our sermon series on “Belonging.” Pastor Greg and our guest worship 

leaders have spent the past couple of months looking at this fundamental dynamic in different 

ways. Some of the sermon titles will remind you of areas we’ve explored: 

 

We are All Longing to Go Home 

 

Belonging to Our Whole Selves 

 

The Path of Loneliness and Longing to Belong 

 

We Belong to Each Other 

 

The Path of Belonging is part of everyone’s spiritual path. When we feel a sense of belonging, 

we are nourished; we draw strength from place, from community, from purpose.  

 

And when we feel out-of-place, there is a yearning to belong. In his book, Eternal Echoes, the 

Irish poet and philosopher John O’Donohue called the need to belong the most basic of human 

desires. He looked at today’s post-modern world and recognized the trend toward fragmentation 

and isolation, but he saw in the heart’s longing a “divine restlessness” that can bring new 

possibilities of self-discovery and creativity. Here’s a brief excerpt from Eternal Echoes: 

 

“There is a lovely balance at the heart of our nature: each of us is utterly unique and yet we live 

in the most intimate kinship with everyone and everything else. Its more profound intention is 

the awakening of the Great Belonging which embraces everything. Our hunger to belong is the 

desire to awaken this hidden affinity. Then we know that we are not outsiders cut off from 

everything, but rather participants at the heart of creation…” 

 

The Great Belonging is the true nature of things. Circumstances arise in anyone’s journey that 

can make one feel separate; yearning to belong is natural, and this yearning can ultimately lead 

to an understanding of our place in a loving universe. 

 

 

In today’s Scripture passages from the Gospel of John, Jesus talks to his Disciples, in 

anticipation of his imminent return to the Father. He has washed his Disciples’ feet in a teaching 

act of humility, and now he comforts the Twelve, for he knows he will be arrested later that 

evening; he will be soon be leaving them after an intense three years of non-stop togetherness 

during his ministry.  

 

He assures them of the gift of his peace. “Peace is what I leave behind for you; my peace is what 

I give you.” He speaks of the Father sending a Holy Spirit—an Advocate. Jesus knows his 
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followers will be profoundly bereft when he is gone, so he lets them know they will not be 

abandoned; they will be part of the Great Belonging that is God’s design. 

 

We can look at the need to belong on different levels. On an individual level, think of a 

youngster whose family moves to a new city or a new neighborhood, a new school, no friends. 

What if he speaks with an accent? What if she’s from a culture where girls wear a headscarf? 

What if their skin tone is a little different? What if they’re a nerd, and not a jock? Gay and not 

straight? Feeling out-of-place is something we all have experienced at some time, whether mild 

or extreme. And when we feel we don’t belong, we might be tempted to at least “fit in” to make 

life a little easier—but that’s not the same as the “belonging” that can only come when we are 

true to ourselves. 

 

Last week, Maggie had us thinking about the role the yearning to belong plays on the larger 

society level, and how sometimes finding one’s identity by joining a group of like-minded 

friends only goes so far, for if the group gains its identity primarily by opposing or marginalizing 

a perceived “other,” well, that leads not to a cohesive society of belonging, but to a society of 

warring factions; one belongs to a segment, but not to the whole. 

 

The highest realm of belonging is on the “cosmic” level. Beyond the important questions of how 

an individual can satisfy the yearning to belong, or how society can create a healthy civic fabric, 

there lies the fundamental question of humanity’s place in the universe. 

 

This is what Jesus addresses when he assures the Disciples they will not be alone. It’s clear that 

John saw a Divine plan unfolding that started in the beginning with the Word, and ultimately 

involves us belonging to and at home with God in the divine realm. Because the Disciples love 

and obey him, Jesus says,” My Father will love them, and we will come to them and make our 

home with them.” We are all longing to go home, and God provides that place of Great 

Belonging. Over and over Jesus stresses that, though we may be unaware, the Kingdom of 

Heaven is within us, around us, among us, always at hand. When our yearning to belong 

awakens our understanding of the Great Belonging, then we will realize we are at home in God’s 

loving universe! 

 

Some years ago I wrote a song called “The Night Holds the Daylight“ (which I will play for you 

again in a few minutes). The song contains the line I started with today: “Stars have the 

knowledge—for Time is their teacher—that all is well, that we belong.” 

 

Well, that’s exactly what we’re talking about today—taking the wide view to find our place in 

the divine scheme—so I thought back to what inspired me to write the song: it was a book by the 

late Guy Murchie, called, The Seven Mysteries of Life. Actually, I hadn’t even read the book 

yet—the song was inspired by reading a newspaper review of the book. 

 

But I subsequently bought the book, have read it a couple of times, and still go back to it now 

and then. I even got a copy of the book signed by the author to give my son on his 21st birthday! 

The visionary designer Buckminster Fuller, of “geodesic dome” fame, said The Seven Mysteries 

of Life contains "... all the most important information about everything humanity needs to know 

…” It’s considered a book of science and philosophy—it was nominated for a National Book 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Buckminster_Fuller
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Award in science—but it encompasses ideas far beyond the typical science book: here are the 

Seven Mysteries Murchie outlines: 

 

 

1. The Abstract Nature of the Universe 

2. The Interrelatedness of All Creatures 

3. The Omnipresence of Life 

4. The Polarity Principle 

5. Transcendence 

6. The Germination of Worlds 

7. Divinity 

 

 

So, knowing today would be the conclusion of the “Belonging”sermon series, and remembering 

the line from the song that was inspired by the book review, I pulled The Seven Mysteries of 

Life from the shelf and jumped to the section on Divinity. After describing the “great Mystery 

which embraces all our other mysteries of life, the unknowable Essence that many call by the 

name of God…,” Murchie then offers a reassurance that echoes O’Donohue’s claim that we are 

truly “participants at the heart of creation” when we are awakened to our part in the Great 

Belonging. 

 

Here is that reassurance, Murchie’s way of explaining that “All is well; that we belong”: 
 

“…as Ali told a bewildered humanity in the seventh century, “Within thee, the universe is 

folded.” So be assured, dear earthling. that you are parcel of all mankind, of all life, of all matter, 

of all mind, of all spirit in the Universe. Even though the Mystery includes a veil to hide its 

awesome Glory from our feeble understanding, console yourself that your skin and senses are 

really less the boundary they always seemed, than a bridge joining you to the world. And, as 

truly, the Universe is more than the pattern of matter that we sense, for it is literally the greater 

aspect of one’s own self. With profound confidence, and lovingly, may we pray, “Thy will be 

done, O Universe!”  

 

O’Donohue and Murchie spoke with wisdom and eloquence about man’s place in Creation. Let 

me end with the way Jesus expressed these same thoughts: “On that day you will realize that I 

am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you.” Amen. 


