
“We Belong to Each Other” 

Rev. Greg Watling 

First Congregational United Church of Christ 

Gaylord, Michigan 

Sunday, October 9, 2022 

Texts:  1 Corinthians 12: 20-26 and Galatians 6: 1-10 

Memoirist Heather King spent a year praying with Thérèse of Lisieux’s 

insights, and describes how Thérèse practiced her “little way” through 

relationships: 

Some of the best-known anecdotes about Thérèse concern her saintlike, 

though seemingly small efforts with respect to her fellow nuns: 

1.  She overcame her instinctive dislike of a particular nun, and... [exhibited] 

 such charity that the sister actually thought Thérèse felt a special fondness 

 for her. 

2.  She stifled her almost compulsive desire to turn around and glare at the 

 nun behind her in choir who made a clicking noise (apparently by tapping 

 her rosary against her teeth), realizing that the more charitable act would 

 be to pretend that the sound was music to Christ’s ears and endure the 
 annoyance in silence. 

3.  Every evening at dinnertime Thérèse took it upon herself to usher a 

 particularly vexatious nun from chapel to her place at table in the refectory, 

 even going the extra mile to cut the crabapple’s bread. 

Saints do not live in some other world. . .. They live in the same world we do, 

and they show us that spirituality is intensely down-to-earth. We learn to love 

through frustration, disappointment, and failure. We learn through the seemingly 



trivial incidents of our daily lives (Richard Rohr, Daily Meditations, September 28, 

2022). 

And what a world we live in!  People annoy us all the time.  Whether it’s 

actions great or small, it’s often easy for people to get “under our skin”.  Sometimes, 

it gets so bad that we just can’t stand the person.  At its extreme, we dehumanize 

the other person.  We have a whole culture that seems to enjoy dehumanizing those 

with whom we disagree...sometimes over the smallest thing. 

In this political season, there is a lot of dehumanizing going on.  We just wish 

we could get rid of “those people” on the other side...thinking ourselves 

superior...and of course, right.  I’m not at all saying that you shouldn’t be fervent in 

your political expressions, or that you should not air your opinions.  It’s when we go 

further, thinking that something or someone else simply doesn’t belong.  When 

humans resort to violence, we surely have crossed a line that is so far from what it 

means to be people of faith, it makes our ears hurt to hear people use Jesus’ name in 

defense of horrible acts against others. 

The Apostle Paul, in his letter to the church at Corinth, reminds us that we are 

all members of one body.  Christians have often interpreted him to mean the body of 

Christ, thereby excluding those not of the Christian way.  I don’t believe that to be 

true.  Paul’s writing was often expansive, including the not included.  He writes, “The 



eye cannot say to the hand, ‘I have no need of you’, nor again to the feet, ‘I have no 

need of you.’  On the contrary, the members of the body that seem to be weaker are 

indispensable.”  I want to stop right there. 

“The members of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable.”  They 

are not just tolerated, nor are they somehow our “cross to bear”.  They are 

indispensable.  I think Therese understood this in a way most of us struggle with.  

Her example with the nuns who drove her crazy may have been disconcerting to you, 

with our interesting and varied notions of what nuns are like, but the truth is that 

like us, nuns are human.  I actually believe that Paul also meant, in his writing, the 

more-than-human world that occupy our forests, seas, lakes, rivers, and skies are 

also “indispensible” members of the body. 

Much of the human world lives by domination.  “What and who can I have 

control over so that my way wins?” we ask ourselves.  We don’t think we do, but 

stop for a moment and wonder about how much of our lives are spent trying to shut 

someone down, or shut them up, or leave them out, or at least find a way to tolerate 

them, when throughout our scripture we are challenged to be more than just 

tolerant!  This is true of every side of the political spectrum...frankly, anywhere you 

find humans!   



And yet, here we are, in this place, considering what it means to belong.  For 

us to belong, and for others to belong.  I have a couple stories from this week that 

illustrate this point well, but I don’t feel at liberty to share them here in this public 

space.  But let me just say that one story in particular reminded me that sometimes 

those who are most poorly treated by the dominant society are often those who are 

able to act with the most grace.  I was not the hero of this story, but instead 

witnessed something I’ve preached about for years, but haven’t always lived up to:  

we belong to each other. 

It was while hiking earlier this week in the Petoskey area, watching as the 

trees were just about to burst in color.  There was some color way up high, but down 

where I was, it was still green.  I’m sure it was a deer that moved in the woods to my 

left.  The squirrels scampered, and I heard bird songs I’d never heard before.  It 

reminded me again of what I need to hear over and over again, that everything 

belongs.  That means every person and every being belongs as well.  Even that 

annoying person in the choir (for Thérèse anyway...), the blankety blank annoying 

neighbor and his, in my view, inane political view, and the so and so that seems to 

always get right under my skin.  I bet you know some people with the same 

characteristics in your life. 



Therese is one of the most interesting of our faith ancestors.  I can’t wait to 

get the book I ordered to learn more about her, or to revisit earlier writings of hers.  

She was like you and like me in many ways, but most of all, she found a way to 

remind herself that we belong to each other. 

No being can say to another being, “I have no need of you.”  The weakest 

among us are “indispensable”.  The challenge before us is to live as if we believe this 

is true.  I think it’s one of the hardest things we’ll ever have to practice if we are to 

be true to the faith of Jesus.  We won’t always get it right, but may we find ways to 

do tomorrow what we would have done yesterday had we known. 

We belong to each other.  It’s critical we understand this if humanity plans to 

survive.  Let it begin with me. 

In the many blessed names of God.  Amen. 


