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First Congregational 

United Church of Christ  

218 W. Second St., Gaylord, Michigan 49735  
www.firstuccgaylord.org  

September 4, 2022 
 

Welcome to the First Congregational United Church of Christ. No 
matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are 

welcome here!  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Our mission is to embrace people of every age and stage of 
life and help them become the most loving version of 

themselves possible. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.firstuccgaylord.org/
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Words of Welcome 

 

Welcome to the First Congregational United Church of Christ. No 

matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are 
welcome here. 

 

Congregational Response: You are welcome to journey together with   

us! 

 

*Call to Worship 
(Like Clay: Service Prayers for the Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost were written by The 

Rev. Phiwa Langeni, the Ambassador for Innovation & Engagement for the UCC’s CARDD 

and the Founder of Salus Center in Lansing, MI.) 

 

 One: Like clay, we arrive at this time of worship: 

 Many: Shapeless and full of potential, we arrive. 

 One: Like clay, we prepare for this time of worship: 

 Many: Stretched and twisted into formation, we prepare. 

 One: Like clay, we enter this time of worship: 

 Many: Formed and ready for warmth, we enter. 

 

*Gloria Patri 
Glory to the Creator, the Christ, the Holy Spirit: 

three in one! 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be 

world without end. Amen. Amen. 

 

Prayer of Invocation 
By Rev. Phiwa Langeni 

One: Let us pray. 

Many: Loving Creator, Maker of everything good, we are in your  

hands. Be with us now as we gather ourselves to seek your  

wisdom and strive to become the people you would have us  

be. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

https://www.revlangeni.com/
https://www.revlangeni.com/
https://www.ucc.org/research
https://www.saluscenter.org/
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Prayer for Transformation and New Life/ Words of Grace 

(by Rev. Phiwa Langeni) 

ALL:  Unlike clay, we actively resist the diverse ways you shape us  

into what the world needs. We frequently struggle to trust in 

your vision for who we could become. We anxiously avoid 

facing the heat that protects and sustains us. We humbly 

confess to these and all our shortcomings. 
 

~moment of silence~ 
 

One:  God graciously chooses us despite our self-destructive ways. God  

repeatedly mends our broken places and unceasingly delivers us 

from harm toward wholeness. All thanks be to God! 

 

*Hymn 
B.532. “Come, Labor On” (verses 1,2,4) 

 

Scripture Lesson 
Philemon 1:1-21 

 

Invitation to Generosity 
(written by Rev. Phiwa Langeni) 

 

*Doxology 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow 

Praise God all creatures here below 

Praise God for all that Love has done 

Creator, Christ and Spirit, One 

 

Prayer of Dedication 
(written by Rev. Phiwa Langeni) 

 

Prayers for the People/A Time for Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever. 

Amen. 

 

Scripture Lesson 
Luke 14: 25-33 
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*Hymn 

B.89. “Awake, Awake to Love and Work” 

 

Message 

 “Caught in the Moment”  
by Rev. Greg Watling 

 

Special Music 
“Oh Happy Day”  

By, Edwin R. Hawkins 

 Performed by the choir 

 

CELEBRATION OF THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION  
(By Maren C. Tirabassi https://giftsinopenhands.wordpress.com/2020/08/28/12857/) for use 

Labor Day weekend, 2020 

 
Invitation from Psalm 81 

One:  We make a joyful muffled noise –rhythm and blues, country, rap, 

a masked, distanced, sweet response to the voice of God – 

ALL:  “I relieved your shoulder of the burden, and your hands were  

freed from the basket.” 

One:  We pick up the tambourine and the bass guitar –“I relieved your  
shoulder of the burden and your hands were freed from the 

basket.” 

ALL:   We Zoom, Google Meet, Livestream Drive-in and Pew-space! 

“I relieved your shoulder of the burden and your hands were 

freed from the basket.” 

One:   The first Exodus released those unjustly worked to bring them to a  

new and safe place. 

ALL:   This is a new Exodus time, a time to give attention to domestic  

workers, migrant workers, food service folks heading to the  

curbside, housekeepers keeping motels COVID-clean, to those 

in mandatory overtime, those jobless and waiting, those who 

work in dangerous conditions. 

One:  For we experience the voice of God, saying –I will give you finest  

wheat; from the rock, I give you honey. 

 

Prayer of Consecration 

One:  In the Bread we eat, we honor farmers and bakers. We honor  

truck drivers, and those who stock grocery shelves. In the Cup we 

https://giftsinopenhands.wordpress.com/2020/08/28/12857/
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drink, we honor those who pick fruit, often endangered by 

pesticides, and those who work in bottling plants. In Bread and 

Cup, we honor those who have written, translated, printed, sold, 

given, and taught the Good News of the new covenant. 

 

Many: Holy One, this is the Sacrament we share, because others  

have passed it on – spiritually and physically – to each of us. We 

pray that your Spirit of life and love, of tenderness and power, 

rest upon every bread and every cup, so that they may feed our 

inmost needs and pour forth a grace that can change the world. 

Risen Christ, live in us, that we may live in you. Amen. 

 

Words of Remembering 

One: Let us sing together.  

 

Jesus, our divine companion, 

by a lowly human birth 

surely came to join the workers, 

burden bearers of the Earth – 

known as carpenter of Nazareth, 

gathered those who fish for food, 

promised – “raise the stone and find me, 
I am here, just cleave the wood.” 

 

In the times of fires and flooding, 

Here Christ is to claim and own; 

where the virus finds a victim, 

no one shall be left alone. 

Christ the peace which passes knowledge 

dwells within the daily strife; 

in the bread of Heaven broken 

in the sacrament of life. 

 

One:   My friends, We remember a Passover in Jerusalem when Jesus  

borrowed an upper room, soaked and scrubbed the tired feet of 

others, and explained that there is a God-shaped hole in everyone’s 
belly and Jesus would fill it with love. And on Easter afternoon in 

Emmaus, Jesus reminded us that the bread of welcome on 

anyone’s table, on everyone’s table, is blessed to be a holy 

sacrament, sending us out to find the cup in the world around us. 
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Sharing of the Elements 

 

One:  The bread on your table is blessed and broken. As long as it is  

open to all, it is holy. 

ALL:  Sharing love, we will never be hungry. 

One:  The cup on your table is blessed and shared like the overflowing of  

tears and joy. 

ALL:  Drinking deeply, we will never thirst. 

 

Sharing of the Bread and the Cup 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving  

 

ALL:  O Holy One, we give you thanks for honey from rocky times, 

hope from fearful thoughts and burdened shoulders, bread and roses 

from the labor of hands and minds, and your blessing as we receive 

this sacrament in the holy dispersion of virtual worship (and the holy 

distancing in church pews) to reach out and change your world one 

foot washing servanthood at a time, one Emmaus joy at a time. Amen 

 

Blessing 
By Maren C. Tirabassi  

   

 

Please note that we have two hymnals, one is red (R), the other is 

black (B). 

*You are invited to stand if you feel comfortable doing so. 

 

 

SUNDAY PARTICIPANTS:  

Worship Leader: Rev. Greg Watling 

Liturgist: Louanne Spearman 

Greeter: Mona Viviano 

Flowers: Evelyn Pratt 

Music Director: Rokko Jans 

Altar & Banner Design: Helen Mate 

Music Videos: Brenda Brummel 

Production: Maggie Wallin 

Coffee Hour:  

Lawn Mowing This Week: Rod Anderson 
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Pastor 

Rev. Greg Watling 

989-732-5726 

920-472-9172 

Monday: 8:00am – 12:00pm 

Thursday: 12:00pm – 4:00pm 

Or by appointment 

Email: pastorg@firstuccgaylord.org 

 

Moderator 

Margaret Wallin 

margaretwallin@msn.com 

 

Communications Coordinator 

Stephanie Kalember  

989-732-5726  

Monday: 8:00am – 12:00pm 

Thursday: 10:30am – 2:00pm 

E-mail: 

office@firstuccgaylord.org 
 

 

 

 

~ In Our Prayers ~ 

During the month of September,  

the UNA is holding the Ironton church in prayer.  

 

Helen Crandall – as she addresses ongoing health concerns.  

Brenda Brummel – as she undergoes tests and treatments.  

The English Family – as they grieve the loss of Joe’s mother and  
process Joe’s recent diagnosis with progressive aphasia. 

Laura Bantens and her partner, Chris – as Chris is experiencing  

health issues and they are both encountering major life  

changes.  

Sandra Soderberg – as she addresses ongoing health concerns.  

Maxine Dely – as she deals with ongoing balance issues. 

Gloria House’s granddaughter, Madison Crawford – as  

she suffers from cataplexy in narcolepsy along with other 

neurological struggles. She is at home and adjusting to new 

medication which seems to be helping but is still in need of 

prayers.   

Brad Derenzy—as he has continuing health struggles.  

Ariah House – as she is finally home but still in need of prayers. 

 She will be traveling to Grand Rapids for monthly 

 infusions.      

Mardee Storing’s daughter, Lori Lane – as her cancer has  

returned.  

mailto:pastorg@firstuccgaylord.org
mailto:mstone359@gmail.com
mailto:office@firstuccgaylord.org
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Prayer requests are received by the church office. Names will appear 

on the list for two months; please let the office know if this time 

needs to be extended, or if it is time to remove a name. 

 
September Birthdays  

 

Birthdays 
2 Robbie Watling 

3  Amallia Kassuba 

7 Margaret Hafner 

11 Louanne Spearman 

13 Stephanie Kalember 

14 Gage Boughner 

 

 

17 Chuck Falk 

18 Melissa Mannion 

19 Carol Leser 

19 Helen Mate 

22 George Lienerth 

25 Judy Dunn 

 

 
September Anniversaries 

 

11  Don and Mardee Storing 

7  Dale and Margaret Rehkopf 

29 Mary and David Evans

 

 

- ANNOUNCEMENTS –  
 

Committee Annual Reports – must be submitted to office no later than 

Monday, October 31. 

 

Reaching Out – will be collecting school supplies again during the 

months of August and September. Please see box in narthex or Louanne 

Spearman for additional info.  

 

Sharing Cupboard – During the month of August, we will be collecting 
socks and small baby items. There is a box in fellowship hall for 
collection. All items are free to those who need them.  
 

Rummage Sale - Now is the time to start looking around your homes 
and garages for items to donate! Drop-off dates are Sept. 12 & 13 only, 
sale dates are Sept. 16 & 17. Please see Sallie Anderson or Helen 
Crandall for more info. 
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Annual Meeting – is scheduled for Sunday, Nov. 13. Annual reports are 
due October 31st. 
 

Food Pantry – is in need of a few more volunteers. Please contact Don 

Storing if interested.  

 

Bible Study – please monitor your email for information from Rokko on 

how bible will meet. In the meantime, the Zoom link is provided:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84612895017  

 

Happenings at Church 

For the week of September 4, 2022 

Sunday: Worship, 10 AM  

Monday:  Labor Day (office closed) 

Tuesday: Office open:  

Pastor Greg 8 AM – 12 PM 

   Stephanie 10 AM – 2 PM 

Thursday: 11AM Bible Study 

Friday:  Community Meal, 4pm 
 

*Our meetings are open to all. If you have input for any of our teams and 

cannot make the meeting time, please email us your ideas at 

office@firstuccgaylord.org. Thanks! 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84612895017
mailto:office@firstuccgaylord.org

