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Before going very far in this morning message, I thought I’d better talk about the 

scripture that is forefront in your mind right now: “Whoever comes to me and 

does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and 

even life itself, cannot be my disciple (Luke 14: 26).”  Did Jesus just tell us to hate 

our families?  Does he not know that there is even a commandment that tells us 

to “honor our father and mother”?  And “hate” is such a strong word.  Jesus, 

what’s going on? 

Well, Fred Craddock, in his Interpretation commentary on the passage is very 

helpful.  You see, to “hate” is a Semitic expression meaning “to turn away from, to 

detach oneself from.”  Sometimes our translations do more harm than good.  I’m 

no Greek scholar, but maybe there could be another way to say this?  I consulted 

another translation of the passage.  It reads: “If you want to be my disciple, you 

must have everyone else by comparison – your father and mother, wife and 

children, brothers and sisters – yes, even your own life.”  That isn’t any good – 



hate them all.  But remember, it means to detach from.  I think that says 

something a whole lot different than “hate”.   

Then let’s check with Eugene Peterson, who translated the Bible in more 

contemporary language and called it The Message.  It reads, “anyone who comes 

to me but refuses to let go of father, mother, spouse, children, brothers, sisters, -- 

yes, even one’s own self! -- can’t be my disciple.”  That’s a little better.  The point 

is, don’t get caught up in the word “hate” and throw out the passage.  Jesus is 

making a much more important point here – and it’s worth taking note of it. 

The scripture in Luke’s passage begins with the author telling us that so many 

people were coming to be with Jesus.  They’d heard him.  They’d heard about 

him.  They came because they wanted to follow him.  They got caught up in the 

moment – the excitement – of what they believed this Jesus was about.  They 

were thinking about overthrowing the Romans, and being able to worship and 

govern themselves freely.  They saw him as an emancipator – freeing them from 

their years of servitude.  They saw him as a messiah – more about armed conflict 

than restoring God’s order.  But even those who saw him as restoring what once 

was the center of their faith, still thought it was going to be easy and frankly, all 

about what he was going to do. 



Ever been there?  Caught in the moment of a great speaker, or a powerful 

teacher, or a strong-willed, well-spoken change agent?  It just gets us going!  We 

have so much that we hope will change for the better.  It’s easy to latch on to the 

one whom we think can make the changes we seek.  We get emotional and 

passionate about change.  And we should!  But sometimes we get so caught up in 

the moment that we fail to see what really is being asked of us!  That’s the point 

of this story. 

Jesus is saying to people that to follow him isn’t some kind of “tiptoe through the 

tulips” or “follow the yellow brick road” or some other pie-in-the-sky joyful trip.  

This is hard.  It will require loss, fear, figurative or literal death, hopelessness, 

sadness, even depression at times.  Any major change in any large group of 

people takes time and it takes hard work.  Even individual change, I would 

suggest, is harder than sometimes we think it is.  Weight loss, financial 

management, marital issues, raising children, work, … whatever it is... is not 

without struggle.  We forget that.  We want “the easy way out [and] the short cut 

home.”  But the truth is that there is no easy way out and there is no short cut 

home.  Feel free to sing aloud, if you need to!  



Martin Luther King, Jr told us much the same thing when he told us, “the arc of 

the moral universe is long, but it bends toward justice.”   


