
1  

 

First Congregational 

United Church of Christ  

218 W. Second St., Gaylord, Michigan 49735  
www.firstuccgaylord.org  

Aug. 14, 2022 
 

Welcome to the First Congregational United Church of Christ. No 
matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are 

welcome here!  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Our mission is to embrace people of every age and stage of 
life and help them become the most loving version of 

themselves possible. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.firstuccgaylord.org/
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Words of Welcome 

Welcome to the First Congregational United Church of Christ. No 

matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are 
welcome here. 

Congregational Response: You are welcome to journey together 

with us! 

 

*Call to Worship 
(Song for the Vineyard: Service Prayers for the 10th Sunday after Pentecost – 

Proper 15 were written by Rev. Dr. Dave Long-Higgins, Conference Minister of 

the Heartland Conference, United Church of Christ.) 
One: In a world uprooted at every turn, come beloved of God for  

replanting. 

Many: Our hope and weariness are mixed together, yet we  

come, trusting ancient promises. 

One: The Holy One who led the people out of Egypt, yearns to  

lead us, too. 

Many: God will not rest until all are rerooted, restored, and  

renewed for rejoicing. 

One: Let us be joined to God’s song of justice, bearing beauty into  
the life of the world. 

Many: May our lives be formed for faithfulness by the One  

who is always faithful.  

 

Prayer for Transformation and New Life   
(by Rev. Dr. Dave Long-Higgins) 

ALL: Gardener God, You plant us in a gifted place, but often we  

return sour grapes. In the midst of Your abundance, we  

complain of not having enough or being enough. Your  

call “to give justice to the weak and the orphan; to  
maintain the right of the lowly and the destitute” is easily  
overlooked or ignored. We are uprooted by our own  

inaction, selfishness, and fear. Re-root our hearts, our  

minds, and our lives in the soil of Your forgiving love.  

Bear up in us a boldness to sing a song strange to the  

world but known by You. Let it be the song of shalom, the  

chorus of Christ-love, a hallelujah rising as the world is  

mended by our consent to You. Yes, plant this anew in us  

today. 
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Words of Grace 
(by Rev. Dr. Dave Long-Higgins) 

One: Hear this good word. God can never cease to be love. God  

has no joy in plants uprooted or journeys detoured by  

distraction. The ancient promise of God proclaimed again  

and again throughout history still rings true. Nothing can  

separate us from the love of God, made known to us in  

Christ Jesus. God forgives you and is already planting you  

anew. This is the good news and you can trust it with your  

life. Thanks be to God! 

 

*Gloria Patri 

Glory to the Creator, the Christ, the Holy Spirit: 

three in one! 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be 

world without end. Amen. Amen. 

 

Kids Chat 

“Dreams” 

 

*Hymn 

B.547 “Amazing Grace” 

See insert for lyrics 

Accompanied by The Ukulele Club 

 

Scripture Lesson 

Psalm 80: 1-2, 8-19 

To the leader: on Lilies, a Covenant. Of Asaph. A Psalm. Give ear, 

O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph like a flock! You who 

are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth before Ephraim and 

Benjamin and Manasseh. Stir up your might, and come to save us! 

You brought a vine out of Egypt; you drove out the nations and 

planted it. You cleared the ground for it; it took deep root and 

filled the land. The mountains were covered with its shade, the 

mighty cedars with its branches; it sent out its branches to the sea, 

and its shoots to the River. Why then have you broken down its 

walls, so that all who pass along the way pluck its fruit? The boar 

from the forest ravages it, and all that move in the field feed on it. 

Turn again, O God of hosts; look down from heaven, and see; have 
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regard for this vine, the stock that your right hand planted. They 

have burned it with fire, they have cut it down; may they perish at 

the rebuke of your countenance. But let your hand be upon the one 

at your right hand, the one whom you made strong for yourself. 

Then we will never turn back from you; give us life, and we will 

call on your name. Restore us, O LORD God of hosts; let your face 

shine, that we may be saved. 

 

Introduction to Offering 
(by Rev. Dr. Dave Long-Higgins) 

One: We live in a more than enough world, created by a God who  

lavishes abundance. Today, we are privileged to join God’s  
motion of generosity. When we add our gifts, God  

multiplies them for good, and joy mysteriously rises. This  

is God’s will and way. May we be joined to it. 
 

*Doxology 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 

Praise God all creatures here below 

Praise God for all that Love has done 

Creator, Christ and Spirit, One 

 

Prayer of Dedication 
(by Rev. Dr. Dave Long-Higgins) 

One: We thank you, Loving God, that sourness gives way to  

sweetness when we answer Your call to be generous.  

Multiply these gifts and Your spirit in us, that the world  

may know your life-giving will and way.  

 

A Time for Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever. 

Amen. 
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Scripture Lesson 

Jeremiah 23: 23-29 

Am I a God near by, says the LORD, and not a God far off? Who 

can hide in secret places so that I cannot see them? says the LORD. 

Do I not fill heaven and earth? says the LORD. I have heard what 

the prophets have said who prophesy lies in my name, saying, ‘I 
have dreamed, I have dreamed!’ How long? Will the hearts of the 
prophets ever turn back—those who prophesy lies, and who 

prophesy the deceit of their own heart? They plan to make my 

people forget my name by their dreams that they tell one another, 

just as their ancestors forgot my name for Baal. Let the prophet 

who has a dream tell the dream, but let the one who has my word 

speak my word faithfully. What has straw in common with wheat? 

says the LORD. Is not my word like fire, says the LORD, and like a 

hammer that breaks a rock in pieces? 

 

*Hymn 

“He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands” 

African-American Spiritual 

Accompanied by The Ukulele Club 

See insert for lyrics 

 

Message 

“By What Authority?” 

 

Special Music 

“What a Wonderful World” by Thiele/Weiss 

Performed by The Ukulele Club 

 

Blessing 
(by Rev. Dr. Dave Long-Higgins) 

One: May you remember, God has planted Your life and given you  

a song to sing into the world. May it be a song of healing  

and hope, of justice and joy. And may you discover  

yourself blessed again and again as you find yourself joined  

on the journey with Jesus. Blessings on you, beloved of  

God. 
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Please note that we have two hymnals, one is red (R), the other is 

black (B). 

*You are invited to stand if you feel comfortable doing so. 

 

 

SUNDAY PARTICIPANTS:  

Worship Leader: Rev. Greg Watling 

Liturgist: Mary Fox  

Greeter:  

Flowers: Evelyn Pratt 

Music Director: Rokko Jans 

Altar & Banner Design: Helen Mate 

Music Videos: Brenda Brummel 

Production: Outdoor Service 

Coffee Hour: Church Picnic 

Lawn Mowing This Week: George Lienerth 

 

Pastor 

Rev. Greg Watling 

989-732-5726 

920-472-9172 

Monday: 8:00am – 12:00pm 

Thursday: 12:00pm – 4:00pm 

Or by appointment 

Email: pastorg@firstuccgaylord.org 

 

Moderator 

Margaret Wallin 

margaretwallin@msn.com 

 

 

 

 

Communications Coordinator 

Jessica Benoit 

989-732-5726  

Monday: 8:00am – 12:00pm 

Thursday: 10:30am – 2:00pm 

E-mail: 

office@firstuccgaylord.org 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:pastorg@firstuccgaylord.org
mailto:mstone359@gmail.com
mailto:office@firstuccgaylord.org
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~ In Our Prayers ~ 

During the month of August,  

the UNA is holding the Harrison church in prayer.  

 

Helen Crandall – as she addresses ongoing health concerns.  

Brenda Brummel – as she undergoes tests and treatments.  

The English Family – as they grieve the loss of Joe’s mother and  
process Joe’s recent diagnosis with progressive aphasia.  

Laura Bantens and her partner, Chris – as Chris is experiencing  

health issues and they are both encountering major life  

changes.  

Sandra Soderberg – as she addresses ongoing health concerns.  

Maxine Dely – as she deals with ongoing balance issues. 

Gloria House’s granddaughter, Madison Crawford – as  

she suffers from cataplexy in narcolepsy along with other 

neurological struggles. She is at home and adjusting to new 

medication which seems to be helping but is still in need of 

prayers.   

Brad Derenzy—as he has continuing health struggles.  

Ariah House – as she is finally home but still in need of prayers. 

 She will be traveling to Grand Rapids for monthly 

 infusions.      

Mardee Storing’s daughter, Lori Lane 
Prayer requests are received by the church office. Names will 

appear on the list for two months; please let the office know if this 

time needs to be extended, or if it is time to remove a name. 

 
August Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Birthdays 

4 Margaret Soller 

8 Helen Crandall 

12 Joe English 

20 Jen Kassuba 

20 Paul Balliet 

23 Meadow Kassuba 

24 Tyler English 

 

Anniversaries 

1 Eric & Meredith 

Anderson 

 7 Dale & Margaret 

Rehkopf 

29 Mary & David Evans 
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- ANNOUNCEMENTS –  
 

Reaching Out – will be collecting school supplies again during the 

months of August and September. Please see box in narthex or 

Louanne Spearman for additional info.  

 

Sharing Cupboard – During the month of August, we will be 
collecting socks and small baby items. There is a box in fellowship 
hall for collection. All items are free to those who need them.  
 

Rummage Sale - is next month! Now is the time to start looking 
around your homes and garages for items to donate! Drop-off dates 
are Sept. 12 & 13 only, sale dates are Sept. 16 & 17. Please see 
Sallie Anderson or Helen Crandall for more info. 
 

Church Picnic and Sharing Cupboard Dedication – Sunday, 

August 14. Picnic will be potluck style, please be on the lookout 

for signup sheet soon.  

 

Food Pantry – is in need of a few more volunteers. Please contact 

Don Storing if interested.  

 

Bible Study – please monitor your email for information from 

Rokko on how bible will meet. In the meantime, the Zoom link is 

provided:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84612895017  

 

Happenings at Church 

For the week of August 14th, 2022 
Sunday: Worship, 10am 

  Church Picnic and Cupboard Dedication 

Monday: Reaching Out, 7pm 

Wednesday: Trustees, 11am 

Thursday: Bible Study, 11am 

Friday:  Community Meal, 4pm 

 
*Our meetings are open to all. If you have input for any of our teams and 

cannot make the meeting time, please email us your ideas at 

office@firstuccgaylord.org. Thanks! 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84612895017
mailto:office@firstuccgaylord.org

