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First Congregational 

United Church of Christ  

218 W. Second St., Gaylord, Michigan 49735  
www.firstuccgaylord.org  

Feb. 13th, 2022 
Based on Richard Rohr  

Breathing Under Water: Spirituality and the Twelve Steps,  
Introduction and Chapter 1 

 

 

Welcome to the First Congregational United Church of Christ. No 
matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are 

welcome here!  
 
 

 
 
 

 

Our mission is to embrace people of every age and stage of 
life and help them become the most loving version of 

themselves possible. 

 

http://www.firstuccgaylord.org/
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Words of Welcome 

Welcome to the First Congregational United Church of Christ. No 

matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are 
welcome here. 

Congregational Response: You are welcome to journey together 

with us! 

 

Call to Worship 
Source:  https://www.theworkofthepeople.com/powerlessness 

One: Powerlessness is not a weakness, it’s the wound that sets the  
journey into motion. There is a power that is benevolent 
and on your side. God longs to nurture you. Get ready to 
come to the end of your own resources. God is not holding 
you over a fire like a spider. God is your Father watching 
and waiting for the first sign of your return…Waiting with 
a ring, robe…and a party.  

 
Opening Prayer 

One:  Gracious God, we are about to set a journey into motion. It is  
a journey of spirituality and reflection, dealing with issues 
perhaps long-hidden in our deepest selves. Help us to know 
that we do not swim these waters alone. You are with us, 
and you have provided a community of love and care so 
that we might shine light in the shadowed corners of our 
lives. Help us to know that we are safe, loved, trusted, and 
never far from your loving embrace. Encourage us, we 
pray, to take a journey into both the known and the 
unknown of our lives. Amen. 

 

Hymn 

B.488 Be Still My Soul (2 verses) 
 

*Gloria Patri 

Glory to the Creator, the Christ, the Holy Spirit: 
three in one! 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be 
world without end. Amen. Amen. 

 

https://www.theworkofthepeople.com/powerlessness
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Scripture Lesson 

Isaiah 38: 12-14 
Romans 7: 15,18 

 
Offering Our Gifts and Ourselves to God 

Special Offering for Women’s Resource Center 

 

*Doxology 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below 

Praise God for all that Love has done 
Creator, Christ and Spirit, One 

 
A Time for Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever. 

Amen. 
 

Scripture Lesson 

Matthew 9:35-38 
 

Message 

“Power Is at Its Best in Weakness” 

 
Special Music 

“I Shall Not Live in Vain” a setting of the Emily Dickinson poem 
by Ruth Morris Gray 

performed by the choir 

 

   

 

 

Celebration of the Sacrament of Holy Communion 
An Alternative Communion Liturgy Iona Abbey, from The Iona Abbey 

Worship Book, Wild Goose Publications 
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The Drama of Creation 

Leader: In the beginning, God made the world: 
Women: Made it and mothered it,  
Men:  Shaped it and fathered it,  
Women: Filled it with seed and with signs of fertility, 
Men:  Filled it with life and with song and variety. 
Leader:  All that is green, blue, deep, and growing, 
ALL:  GOD’S IS THE HAND THAT CREATED YOU  
Leader: All that is tender, firm, fragrant and curious,  
ALL:  GOD’S IS THE HAND THAT CREATED YOU 
Leader: All that crawls, flies, swims, walks or is motionless. 
ALL:  GOD’S IS THE HAND THAT CREATED YOU 
Leader:  All that speaks, sings, cries, laughs or keeps silence,  
ALL:  GOD’S IS THE HAND THAT CREATED YOU 
Leader:  All that suffers, lacks, limps or longs for an ends,  
ALL:  GOD’S IS THE HAND THAT CREATED YOU 
Leader: The world belongs to God,  
ALL:  THE EARTH AND ALL ITS PEOPLE. 
 

The Drama of Incarnation 

Leader: When the time was right, God sent the son.  
Women: Sent him and suckled him,  
Men:  Reared him and risked him; 
Women: Filled him with laughter and tears and compassion, 
Men:  Filled him with anger and love and devotion. 
Leader: Unwelcomed child, refugee and runaway, 
ALL:  CHRIST IS GOD’S OWN SON. 
Leader:  Skilled carpenter and homeless wayfarer, 
ALL:  CHRIST IS GOD’S OWN SON. 
Leader:  Feeder and teacher, healer and antagonist, 
ALL:  CHRIST IS GOD’S OWN SON. 
Leader: Lover of the unlovable, toucher of the untouchable, 

forgiver of the unforgiveable, 
ALL:  CHRIST IS GOD’S OWN SON. 
Leader: Loved by the least, feared by the leaders; befriended 

by the weak, despised by the strong; deserted by his 
listeners, denied by his friends; bone of our bone, 
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flesh of our flesh, writing heaven’s pardon over 
earth’s mistakes, 

ALL:  CHRIST IS GOD’S OWN SON. 
Leader: The Word became flesh, 
ALL: HE LIVED AMONG US, HE WAS ONE OF US. 
 

The Drama of Salvation 

Leader: When the world could wait no longer,  
Women: The carpenters took up their tools,  
Men:  They made a cross for God’s own son,  
Women: Fashioned from wood and skill of human hands, 
Men: Fashioned from hate and will of human minds. 
Leader: He was a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief, 
ALL: FOR US HE GRIEVED. 
Leader: He was summoned to the judgement hall, an enemy 

of the state, a danger to religion,  
ALL:  BY US HE WAS JUDGED. 
Leader: He was lashed with tongues and scourged with 

thongs,  
ALL: BY HIS STRIPES WE ARE HEALED. 
Leader: He was nailed to the cross by human hands,  
ALL: BONE OF OUR BONE, FLESH OF OUR FLESH. 
Leader: He died, declaring God’s forgiveness. 
 He rose on the third day, transforming death. 
 He ascended into heaven, that he might be 

everywhere on earth. He sent the Holy Spirit as the 
seal of his intention. He sets before us bread and 
wine and invites us to his table. This is the place 
where we are made well again.  

ALL: AND ALL WILL BE MADE WELL. 
Leader: For God sent the Son into the world not to condemn 

the world,  
ALL: BUT THAT THE WORLD THROUGH HIM 

MIGHT BE SAVED. 
 
 

The Story of the Last Supper 
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The Blessing of the Bread and Wine 

 

The Breaking and Sharing of the Bread and Wine 

 

The Drama of Celebration 

Leader: In the end as in the beginning, God is God: 
Women: Loved by us, wanted by us,  
Men: Praised by us, served by us,  
Women: Filling the folk with the gifts of the Spirit, 
Men: Making them whole for the good of the earth. 
Leader: For bread and wine, this place and this time,  
ALL: THANKS BE TO GOD. 
Leader: For the peace we are promised which the world 

won’t destroy,  
ALL: THANKS BE TO GOD. 
Leader: For the hope of heaven and earth and the final song 

of joy, 
ALL: THANKS BE TO GOD. 
 

Blessing 

 

 

Please note that we have two hymnals, one is red (R), the other is 
black (B). 

**You are invited to stand if you feel comfortable doing so. 
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SUNDAY PARTICIPANTS:  

Worship Leader: Rev. Greg Watling 
Liturgist: Kathy Menkes   
Greeter: Mona Viviano 
Flowers: Margaret Hellenberg 
Music Director: Rokko Jans 
Altar & Banner Design: Helen Mate 
Music Videos: Brenda Brummel 
Production: Maggie Wallin 
Coffee Hour: Vicky Rigney 
 
 

 

Pastor 

Rev. Greg Watling 
989-732-5726 
920-472-9172 
Monday: 8:00am – 12:00pm 
Thursday: 12:00pm – 4:00pm 
Or by appointment 

Email: pastorg@firstuccgaylord.org 
 

Moderator 
Margaret Wallin 
margaretwallin@msn.com 
 
 

 

 

 

Communications Coordinator 

Jessica Benoit 
989-732-5726  
Monday: 8:00am – 12:00pm 
Thursday: 10:30am – 2:00pm 
E-mail: 
office@firstuccgaylord.org 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:pastorg@firstuccgaylord.org
mailto:mstone359@gmail.com
mailto:office@firstuccgaylord.org
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~ In Our Prayers ~ 

During the month of February, the UNA is holding the Old 

Mission Congregational church in prayer.  

 

The Roundy Family—as they grieve Larry’s recent passing. 
Sandra Soderberg – as she is experiencing trauma with one eye. 
Roy Wolf and Family – as they grieve Cleveann’s recent passing. 
Maxine Dely – as she deals with ongoing balance issues. 
Don Storing and Family – on Mardee’s passing. 
John Hellenberg  

Gloria House’s granddaughter, Madison Crawford – as she 
 suffers from cataplexy in narcolepsy along with other 
 neurological struggles. She is currently at U of M receiving 
 treatment and therapy.  
Brad Derenzy—as he has continuing health struggles.  
Ariah House – as she is finally home but still in need of prayers. 
 She will be traveling to Grand Rapids for monthly 
 infusions.      
Mardee Storing’s daughter, Lori 

 

All of those working on the frontline to fight COVID-19, those 
that are considered essential workers, those without jobs, 
those ill, and those affected by this pandemic in anyway. 

 
Prayer requests are received by the church office. Names 

will appear on the list for two months; please let the office 

know if this time needs to be extended, or if it is time to remove a 

name. 
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February Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Birthdays: 

6 Joanie Sietsema 
7 Callie English 
7 Evelyn Pratt 
10 Margaret Hellenberg 
18 Aysia House 

27    Jay Anderson 

 

Anniversaries: 

28 Jim & Vicky Rigney 
 
 

 
- ANNOUNCEMENTS –  

 
NEW BOOK STUDY – “Breathing Under Water” by Richard Rohr 
begins Thurs. Feb. 17th at 7pm with intro and Ch.1. Meeting via Zoom 
every other week. Please contact office if you would like a copy, books 
are $15 each. https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89372092567 
 

First Sundays – THIS SUNDAY! FEB. 13th!  On the first Sunday of 
each month, all students from K-12 will be meeting together for a special 
project. This may involve a field trip on a related subject. A permission 
slip will be required for the field trips. The class will meet at 9:30 and 
end at 11:00 unless otherwise notified. Students are encouraged to bring 
friends. If you have any questions, please contact Brenda Brummel 
(brendabrummel@ me.com) or 810-623-1691 (call or text.)  
 

Coffee Hour News –Coffee Hour News – in addition to normal in-
person coffee hour, we will have a virtual option, which will take place 
on the LAST SUNDAY of each month ONLY. 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81182790126 
 

Roy Wolf Address – 1641 Drayton Dr. Murfreesboro, TN 37130 
 
Pastor Susan – has moved to OH to be near her son. She wishes us all 
well. Her new address is: Trinity Community at Beavercreek 
3218 Indian Ripple Rd 

Beavercreek OH 45440 

 
Name Tags – if you are in need of a name tag, please let Jessica in office 
know. 
 
 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89372092567
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81182790126
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Bible Study NEW LINK– every Thursday at 11:00am! All are invited. 
Please join us virtually by using either the following link or phone 
number: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84612895017  
 

 

 

Happenings at Church 

For the week of Feb.13th, 2022 
Sunday: Worship, 10am 
Wed:   Trustees, 11am 

Thurs:  Bible Study, 11am 
  Book Study, 7pm Intro and Ch. 1 NEW BOOK! 
Friday:  Community Meal, 4pm 
 

 
*Our meetings are open to all. If you have input for any of our 
teams and cannot make the meeting time, please email us your 

ideas at office@firstuccgaylord.org. Thanks! 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84612895017
mailto:office@firstuccgaylord.org

