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Pastor’s Column – October 2022 

I was going to write an article, but this is better.  It is from 
Richard Rohr’s Daily Meditations from the Center for Action 
and Contemplation.  These daily meditations are free if you 
wish to receive them in your inbox.  This meditation is used 
by permission, Center for Action and Contemplation. 

The Second Journey 

(Richard Rohr’s Daily Meditation, Monday, September 19, 
2022) 

Father Richard describes the conscious attention and 
intention necessary to “fall upward” into a purposeful 
second half of life: 

Most of us tend to think of the second half of life as 
largely about getting old, dealing with health issues, and 
letting go of our physical life, but I simply don’t believe 
that’s all there is to it. What looks like falling can largely 
be experienced as falling upward and onward, into a 
broader and deeper world, where the soul finds its full-
ness, is finally connected to the whole, and lives inside 
the Big Picture. 
 

http://www.firstuccgaylord.org
mailto:pastorg@firstuccgaylord.org
mailto:margaretwallin@msn.com
mailto:finance@firstuccgaylord.org
mailto:office@firstuccgaylord.org
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It is not a loss but somehow a gain, not losing but actually winning. We probably have 
to have met at least one true elder to imagine this could be true. I’ve met enough radi-
ant people to know that it is possible. They have come to their human fullness, often 
against all odds, usually by suffering personally or vicariously and empathetically.  As 
Jesus describes such a person, “from their breasts flow fountains of living wa-
ter” (John 7:38). They are models and goals for our humanity, much more than the 
celebrities and politicians whose actions we seem to care so much about today. 

Remember, no one can keep us from the second half of our own lives except our-
selves. Nothing can inhibit our second journey except our own lack of courage, pa-
tience, and imagination. Our second journey is all ours to walk or to avoid. My con-
viction is that some falling apart of the first journey is necessary for this to happen, so 
don’t waste too many moments lamenting poor parenting, lost jobs, failed relation-
ships, physical challenges, economic poverty, or other tragedies. Pain is part of the 
deal. If we don’t walk into the second half of our own life, it is surely because we do 
not want it. Let’s desire, desire deeply, desire ourselves, desire God, desire everything 
good, true, and beautiful. All of the emptying out is for the sake of a Great Outpour-
ing. 

 

Jesuit theologian and scientist Pierre Teilhard de Chardin (1881–1955) prayed to al-
low his life to unfold in full confidence of God’s presence until the very end: 

When the signs of age begin to mark my body (and still more when they touch my 
mind); when the ill that is to diminish me or carry me off strikes from without or is 
born within me; when the painful moment comes in which I suddenly awaken to the 
fact that I am ill or growing old; and above all at that last moment when I feel I am 
losing hold of myself and am absolutely passive within the hands of the great un-
known forces that have formed me; in all those dark moments, O God, grant that I 
may understand that it is You (provided only my faith is strong enough) who are 
painfully parting the fibres of my being in order to penetrate to the very marrow of 
my substance and bear me away within Yourself. [1] 

 

Peace, 

Greg 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1  

KAYAK TRIP! 

2 3 

6 AM Gaylord 

Gratitude AA 

6 PM Compasionate 
Friends 

 

4 

 

5 

6 AM Gaylord 

Gratitude AA 

UNA Clergy 

Mtg. 11—1 

6 

11 AM  Bible 

Study  

1 PM Women’s 
Fellowship 

7 

6 AM Gaylord 

Gratitude AA 

4 PM Communi-

ty Meal 

8 

 

3 PM AA 

9 

 

 

Council 11 AM 

10 COLUMBUS DAY 

INDIGENOUS PEOPLE’S 
DAY  

12 PM Reaching In 

6 AM Gaylord 

Gratitude AA 

11 12 

6 AM Gaylord 

Gratitude AA 

13 

11 AM  Bible 

Study  

14 

6 AM Gaylord 

Gratitude AA 

4 PM Communi-

ty Meal 

15 

Newletter 

submis-

sions due, 

please 

16 

 

 

17 

6 AM Gaylord Grat-

itude AA 

5:30 4-h Farmyard 

Friends 

7 PM Reaching Out 

18 19 6 AM Gay-
lord Gratitude 

AA 

11AM Trustees 

12 PM AAUW Book 

Club 

20 

11 AM  Bible 

Study  

21 

6 AM Gaylord 

Gratitude AA 

4 PM Communi-

ty Meal 

22 

MI Conf 

Mtg. 

23* 

 

 

MI Conf.Mtg 

24* 

6 AM Gaylord 

Gratitude AA 

NEWSLETTER FI-

NALIZED & POSTED 

25* 
11:30 AM      
  Salad  

 Luncheon  

 

26* 

6 AM Gaylord 

Gratitude AA 

1PM Church Book 

Club 

27* 

11 AM  Bible 

Study  

28 

6 AM Gaylord 

Gratitude AA 

4 PM Communi-

ty Meal 

29 

30 31 HALLOWEEN 

6 AM Gaylord 

Gratitude AA 

 

 

     

 
 

10 AM  

Worship  

10 AM  

Worship  

10 AM  

Worship  

10 AM  

Worship  

10 AM  

Worship  *Pastor Greg away 10/23—10/27 

October 2022 

https://www.flaticon.com/stickers-pack/kayak
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Many of you have heard that I have been accepted to and have begun Leadership Otsego County, Class of 
2023.  A couple of you have asked me what it is about.  This article attempts to answer some of those 
questions.  Thank you for your support and partnership as I engage in this program that is designed to 
benefit me, the church, and the Otsego County area.   
 

• Leadership Otsego County is designed to identify emerging leaders in Otsego 
County who might well participate in future civic leadership roles. It will provide them 
with the essential leadership skills to plan for and respond to future Otsego County 
challenges, while helping them to gain an understanding of the various sectors of the 
community and the needs within each sector.   

For additional information about the Leadership Otsego County program, contact the 
Gaylord Area Chamber of Commerce at 989-732-6333 or info@gaylordchamber.com 

 

Over the course of the next several months, we will explore the history of the county, economic develop-
ment, group and leadership development, and a host of other projects.  Speaking of projects, each partici-
pant will come up with a Personal Leadership Plan, developed in partnership with a mentor (assigned by 
the LOC leadership team).  Also, each participant will be a part of a larger group project, which the group 
will develop on its own, to better our community. 
 

Graduation from the program will be in June 2023. 
 

Just an aside, as part of our history unit, we likely will be touring our church building!  We are, after all, 
Gaylord’s first church, founded in 1874. 
 

If you have other questions, check out the Chamber website, or feel free to ask me anything you would 
like!  I look forward to this great program! 

 

Pastor Greg 

mailto:info@gaylordchamber.com
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 For all Creatives!  
For our Thanksgiving service this year, we are going to inclu de visual works of creativ-

ity to decorate the sanctuary.  

 

We would like these to be new pieces that you create as you contemplate the following 

verses. Our purpose is to help prepare our hearts to worship our Lord through the cre-

ative process and to help others know Him in a deeper way through our art.  

The focus verses will be Isaiah 2:4b-5: “They will hammer their swords into plowshares and 
their spears into pruning hooks. Nation will not fight against nation, nor train for war any-
more. Come, descendants of Jacob, let us walk in the light of the Lord!”  

And, from the Psalm 122, verses 6-9: “Pray for 
peace for Jerusalem. May all who love this city 
prosper. O Jerusalem may there be peace within 
your walls and prosperity in your palaces. For the 
sake of my family and friends, I will say, “may you 
have peace.” For the sake of the house of the Lord 
our God, I will seek what is best for you, O Jerusa-
lem.”  

We are looking for visual arts, poetry, wood-

working, plants, flower arranging, textile arts, fruits of the harvest, etc.…any way that 
you could create.  

Pieces need to be ready to display in church by Sunday, November 6. Please also in-

clu de a short description (on a separate piece of paper) of how you were influenced 

by the scriptures for your piece.  

For more information, please contact Sharon Wade 989-619-6029. I would be happy 

to talk with you!  

Or Jeannine Wambold 989-370-0412.  

We are excited to bring our arts to the altar this Thanksgiving season!  
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Neighbors in Need is the UCC’s annual offering to support ministries of jus-
tice and compassion throughout the United States. 

 

Two-thirds of the offering are used by Justice and Witness Ministries to pro-

vide grants to UCC churches and organizations as well as supporting a varie-

ty of justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, and direct service projects.  One-

third of your generous gifts directly support the Council for American Indian 

Ministries (CAIM). 

 

This year's offering focuses on economic justice. Inflation is impacting all 

households as it hits a 30-year-high in the United States - but people of color 

and rural households are feeling it the most. The United Church of Christ, 

through the Neighbors in Need Special Mission Offering, helps its members 

live out their beliefs via acts of service. With your assistance, together we can 

help our Neighbors in Need.  

 

Please give generously. You can note NIN on your check or offering enve-

lope, or you can make a contribution to Neighbors in Need online at any time 

by clicking here. 

https://markets.businessinsider.com/news/stocks/market-extra--broadening-u-s--inflation--now-at-31-year-high--has-bond-market-considering-greater-chances-of-earlier-interest-rate-hikes-again-10730513
https://www.ucc.org/neighbors-in-need-special-mission-offering/
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In case you missed it in last  month’s newsletter,  
 

 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR! 

 

During the last week of August, two well-qualified people were in-
terviewed for our open Communications Coordinator position.   

Either would have been a good person for the position, but we 
chose our own Stephanie Kalember for the position!   

Stephanie will officially begin Monday, August 29th.     

 

For the time being, her office hours will be Monday 10-2 and 
Thursday 12-4.  She will work additional hours at home. 

 

Welcome, Stephanie, to our staff!   

 

We are blessed to have you among us in this new way! 
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THANK YOU, THANK YOU! 

 

Once again we were able to have a successful Rummage Sale.   

We realized a profit of  $ 800.00.    We would not have been able to 
accomplish such an amazing feat without the assistance of our 
church family.  We so appreciate all who help move tables, chairs, 
boxes, racks…all the physical “stuff” that makes a sale viable.  Then 
we owe a huge “shout out” to all who donated so many wonderful 
items.  We say every year that we couldn’t possibly have so many 
things still in our possession, but we manage to bring in wonderful 
sale items each year.  And then there’s all the people who work on 
the sale.  It takes five days of labor intensive work to unpack, sort, 
price, re-sort, sell, pack up, deliver the left-overs to many venues, 
and then put the Parish Hall back together.  Women’s Fellowship 
appreciates each and every one of you as you step forward to make 
this project a success and in turn, we are always glad to offer finan-
cial help to the church for the many projects we continue to do in 
God’s Name.   

 

Blessings and Thanks to you all. 

Co-Chairs:  Helen Crandall, Sallie Anderson, Ramona Viviano 
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BIRTHDAYS: 
6 Rod Anderson 

25  Marilyn Kaczanowski 
25  Lauren Rigney 

25  Mary Sanders 

25  Sallie Anderson 

30 Sarah Watling  
 

 

 

ANNIVERSARIES: 
 

   6 Tony & Mike Fobar-Dockery 

   8 Mischelle Stone & Jean Sasso 
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Weather permitting, we will embark on a kayak adventure down the Ausable River on 
Saturday, October 1st. We will all meet at Carlisle Canoe Livery at 100 State Street, 
Grayling at 10:30 a.m. The cost is $15.00 per person, which we will each pay at the 
time of  arrival.  After paying our fee and dropping our kayaks/canoes at the livery, we 
will all follow the livery employee in our vehicles down to Burton’s Field (where we 
will end our trip), and leave our vehicles there.  The livery employee will then 
transport us back to the livery to begin our journey.  This allows us as much or little 
time as we want to make our way down the river.    The trip down the river will last 
about 2.5 hours.  For those going directly to Grayling, meet at the livery, arriving no 
later than 10:30. For those who may want to carpool, we will leave from the church 
about 10 a.m., so please be there early (9:30), so that we may load kayaks and people 
into vehicles.  For questions, please contact Mischelle by text at 989-350-7595.  If  you 
don’t have a kayak or canoe, please contact Mischelle and she will attempt to arrange 
one for you.   

 

Here is a list of  (as of  9/19) people intending to come along: 

 

Greg & Cindy 

Mischelle and Jean 

The Keiths 

Joanna and Cathy 

Rokko and Melissa 

Mary Fox (maybe) 

  

We are intending to have lunch afterwards at Ray’s on the River in Grayling.  It is big 
enough to accommodate our group and all of  our vehicles.  In the event of  uncoopera-
tive weather, Mischelle will contact everyone to let them know that the trip will be 
cancelled in enough time that you do not make an unnecessary trip. 
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MICHIGAN CONFERENCE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST  
P.O. Box 1006 | East Lansing, MI 48826-1006 |  

www.michucc.org (517)332-3511 | FAX: (517)339-2621  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Michigan Conference United Church of Christ Board of Directors is 
pleased to announce that it has authorized a Special Meeting of the Confer-
ence - The Hybrid Service of Installation for Conference Minister, The Rev. 
Dr. Lillian Daniel.  

The service will take place on Sunday, October 23rd, 2022 at 3:00 p.m. In-

person attendance (masks required) at Edgewood United Church - 469 S. 
Hagadorn Rd., East Lansing, MI 48823.  

Online: Information forthcoming  

We look forward to the installation of Rev. Dr. Lillian Daniel as our sixth Con-
ference Minister; this will be a historical installation as Rev. Daniel will be the 
first female to be installed in this position.  

Join us for this exciting event in-person or online.  

Yours in Christ,  

Judith Booker Board President Michigan Conference United Church of Christ  
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Despite the rain and chilly temperatures, Gaylord’s 
First Congregational United Church of   Christ was 

well represented! Thanks to everyone who repre-

sented our church and to those who donated! 
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On Saturday, September 24th, Janet Hodge, accompanied by her 
cousins, donated and planted a black Lace elderberry bush in 
memory of Janet’s mother, Elsie Moorehead. Elsie was a longtime 
beloved participant here at First Congregational UCC, Gaylord.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to Alan and Becky Trenda, Pastor Greg, and Harrison Kalember for assisting with the re-
search, prepping, and planting. 



 15 

 

 

~ In Our Prayers ~ 

During the month of September,  
the UNA is holding the Ironton church in prayer.  

 

 

The family of Reverend Keith Titus – as they grieve his passing. 
John and Margaret Hellenberg – as John has entered Hospice care at Aspen 
Ridge. 
Maxine Dely – wishing her well and healing regarding her upcoming back sur-
gery.  
Brenda Brummel – as she undergoes testing and treatments. 
The English Family – as they grieve the loss of Joe’s mother and process Joe’s re-
cent diagnosis with progressive aphasia. 
Laura Bantens and her partner, Chris – as Chris is experiencing health issues 
and they are both encountering major life changes.  
Sandra Soderberg – as she addresses ongoing health concerns.  
Maxine Dely – as she deals with ongoing balance issues. 
Gloria House’s granddaughter, Madison Crawford – as  
she suffers from cataplexy in narcolepsy along with other neurological struggles. 
She is at home and adjusting to new medication which seems to be helping but is 
still in need of prayers.   
Brad Derenzy—as he has continuing health struggles.  
Ariah House – as she is finally home but still in need of prayers. She will be trav-
eling to Grand Rapids for monthly infusions.      
Mardee Storing’s daughter, Lori Lane – as her condition has deteriorated.  
Maxine Dely – wishing her well and healing regarding her upcoming back sur-
gery.  
Chuck Falk— as on Wednesday, September 21 in Quincy, MI, Judy Falk’s cousin, 
Leona Schimdt passed from lung cancer.  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Committee Annual Reports – must be submitted to office no later than 
Monday, October 31. 

Food Pantry – is in need of a few more volunteers. Please contact Don 
Storing if interested.  
 

Bible Study – Bible Study is pausing until October.  Please monitor your 
email for information from Rokko on how bible study will meet. In the 
meantime, the Zoom link is provided:  https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/84612895017  

 

Name Tags – if you are in need of a name tag, please let Stephanie, in 
the office ,know. 
 

 

October Upcoming Dates to Remember 

 

October  15— please, as close to this date  as is feasible,  submit news-
letter articles 

October 25—Salad luncheon   
 

 

Looking Ahead: 
 

 Daylight Savings Ends Nov. 6 

 

 Annual Meeting Nov. 13 

 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84612895017
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84612895017
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2022  
Flower 

Schedule 

 

January: Margaret Hafner and Dave Henson 

February: Margaret Hellenberg 

March: Jeannine Wambold 

April: Cathy Otto 

May: Bill and Maxine Dely 

June: Joanie Sietsema 

July: Helen Mate 

August: Evelyn Pratt 
September: Sallie Anderson 

October: Vicky Rigney 

November: Louanne Spearman 

December: Christian Ed.  
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  5 for 5 
from your Reaching Out Team 

 
OCWM (Our Church’s Wider Mission) 

     Basic support for the Michigan Conference and National Settings. 
     Collected on an ongoing basis 

Received to date: $329 

 

One Great Hour of Sharing 

     Supports partners in countries with ministries that fund health, education and agricultural 
development, emergency relief, refugee ministries and both international and domestic re-

sponse. 
     Collected in March 

Received to date: $935 

 

Strengthen the Church 

     Supports church growth, pastoral and lay leadership development, young and young adult 
ministers within conferences. 
Collected around Pentecost   

Received to date: $84 (2022) 

 Neighbors in Need 

      One third supports Council for American Indian Ministry and two-thirds is administered to 
Justice and Witness Ministers to support a variety projects. Due to Covid-19 the elected UCC 

officers have deemed this to be a priority. 
       Collected in October 

Received to date: $149 (2021) 
 

Christmas Fund 

        Provides direct financial assistance to retired UCC ministers and lay employees and spous-
es. 

        Collected in December 

Received to date: $774 (2021) 
 

 

In Addition, we gave  $521 for Blanket Sunday this year!  
 

 

2022 Tornado Relief  - $421(as of August) 
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Current Meeting Times 

All are welcome to “attend” these meetings 

 

 

Reaching In* will meet the first Monday of each month at noon: 

 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84945686588 

 

Reaching Out will meet the third Monday of each month at 7 PM: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83220896539 

 

Council will meet the after worship. Check monthly calendar for specific dates.:   

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85297662581  

 

Trustees will meet the third Wednesday of each month at 11:00 AM: 

 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85470391561 

 

Bible Study meets Thursdays at 11am  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84612895017  
 

 

*In October Reaching In will meet the 2nd Monday of the month. 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84945686588
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83220896539
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85297662581
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85470391561
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84612895017
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 For the month of August, our tithes and offerings of $8,824 ex-
ceeded our monthly budget by $906.  Overall for the first eight 
months of the year, our routine tithes and offerings total $62,895, 
very close to the budget of $63,336 for this period.  We appreciate 
the ongoing generosity of our church family!   

 Efforts to improve our church audio system are now complete.  We 
extend our thanks to Pete Amar, Joanna Morse and Don Storing 
for leading the effort along with a team of volunteers who helped 
in the process.    

 Trustees will recommend a 2023 Operating Budget at their Sep-
tember meeting; the initial draft reflects a 3% increase in overall 
operating costs.  The proposed budget will be presented for Con-
gregational approval in advance of the Annual Meeting 

 Our annual Stewardship campaign will get underway in the near 
future.  If you do not receive your personal stewardship letter by 
the end of the month, please contact our church office.  
Thank you for the many ways in which you contribute time, talent, 
and treasures for the continued well-being of our vibrant church 
community.  


