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Pastor’s Column – November 2022 

As I write this, we are nearing the end of our worship theme, Belonging.  It’s 
been powerful for me, and I hope meaningful for you as well.  I thought a lot 

about what it means to belong both for myself and for others.  Who really be-

longs here?  How do they know?  Who gets left out?  Who never gets asked?  

How do I participate in a process by which a person moves from being a guest 

to belonging here? 

Meanwhile, there is a small group working on age-old question here about 

how people move from being a guest to being a participant.  We don’t need a 
lot of formality, but maybe we need a ritual in worship, an activity, a learning 

session, or something like that – or all of those things.  The group, made up of 

members of the Reaching In and Reaching Out teams, has met once already 

and will make further plans in early November. 

My understanding is that there are several people who are unclear about their 

relationship to the church.  Are they participants, or are they still guests?  This 

team seeks to address that question.   What we most need to know is who 

would like to participate?  If we held a luncheon with a question-and-answer 

session, or if we did have a worship ritual, who would want to participate? 

It doesn’t matter how long you have attended this church.  What does matter is 
that you feel as though you belong in a way that is most meaningful to you!  

Please let me, or a member of our committee, know your needs, desires, and 

hopes for this endeavor. 

The committee members are:  Brenda Brummel, Sallie Anderson, Helen Mate, 

Kathy Menkes, and Louanne Spearman. 

Peace, 

Pastor Greg 

http://www.firstuccgaylord.org
mailto:pastorg@firstuccgaylord.org
mailto:margaretwallin@msn.com
mailto:finance@firstuccgaylord.org
mailto:office@firstuccgaylord.org
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 

6 AM Gaylord 

Gratitude AA 

3 

11 AM  Bible 

Study  

1 PM Women’s 
Fellowship 

4 

6 AM Gaylord 

Gratitude AA 

4 PM Communi-

ty Meal 

5 

6* 

 

 

 

7 

6 AM Gaylord 

Gratitude AA 

12 PM Reaching In 

6 PM Compasionate 
Friends 

8 

 

9 

6 AM Gaylord 

Gratitude AA 

Council 7PM 

10 

11 AM  Bible 

Study  

 

11 
 

6 AM Gaylord 

Gratitude AA 

4 PM Communi-

ty Meal 

12 

3 PM AA 

13 
 

 

 

ANNUAL 
MEETING 

14  

6 AM Gaylord 

Gratitude AA 

 

15 

Newletter 

submissions 

due, please 

16 

6 AM Gaylord 

Gratitude AA 

 

11AM Trustees 

17 

11 AM  Bible 

Study  

18 

6 AM Gaylord 

Gratitude AA 

4 PM Communi-

ty Meal 

19 

 

20 

Decorate church 

for Christmas 

Ecumenical T-

giving svc. 3 PM 

21 

6 AM Gaylord Grat-
itude AA 

5:30 4-h Farmyard 
Friends 

7 PM Reaching Out 
(Zoom) 

22 23  

6 AM Gaylord 

Gratitude AA 

1PM Church Book 

Club 

24 

 

25 

6 AM Gaylord 

Gratitude AA 

4 PM Communi-

ty Meal 

26 

 

27* 

 

 

 

28 

6 AM Gaylord 

Gratitude AA 

NEWSLETTER FI-

NALIZED & POSTED 

29 
 

30 

6 AM Gaylord 

Gratitude AA 

 

Dec. 1 

11 AM  Bible 

Study 

1 PM Women’s 
Fellowship 

25 

6 AM Gaylord 

Gratitude AA 

4 PM Communi-

ty Meal 

 

       

 
 

10 AM  

Worship  

10 AM  Worship  

10 AM  

Worship  

10 AM  

Worship  

* DAYLIGHT SAVINGS  
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All of you should have received a letter from our Financial Secre-
tary, Jean Sasso, along with a pledge card.  Jean explained well 
how pledges work in our church and how they may be changed at 
any time if circumstances change. 

 

We’ll have some presentations about Stewardship in November, 
as well as sermons from Pastor Greg.  Pledge cards will be dedi-
cated in worship on November 27.  Please turn them in on or be-
fore that date.  There is a box for them in Fellowship Hall. 

 

Thank you for all your gifts of time, talent and treasure! 

November Is Stewardship Month. 



 4 

 

 

 For all Creatives!  
For our Thanksgiving service this year, we are going to include visual works of creativi-

ty to decorate the sanctuary.  

 

We would like these to be new pieces that you create as you contemplate the following 

verses. Our purpose is to help prepare our hearts to worship our Lord through the cre-

ative process and to help others know Him in a deeper way through our art.  

The focus verses will be Isaiah 2:4b-5: “They will hammer their swords into plowshares and 
their spears into pruning hooks. Nation will not fight against nation, nor train for war any-

more. Come, descendants of Jacob, let us walk in 
the light of the Lord!”  

And, from the Psalm 122, verses 6-9: “Pray for 
peace for Jerusalem. May all who love this city 
prosper. O Jerusalem may there be peace within 
your walls and prosperity in your palaces. For the 
sake of my family and friends, I will say, “may you 
have peace.” For the sake of the house of the Lord 
our God, I will seek what is best for you, O Jerusa-
lem.”  

We are looking for visual arts, poetry, woodworking, plants, flower arranging, textile 

arts, fruits of the harvest, etc.…any way that you could create.  

Pieces need to be ready to display in church by Sunday, November 6. Please also in-

clude a short description (on a separate piece of paper) of how you were influenced by 

the scriptures for your piece.  

For more information, please contact Sharon Wade 989-619-6029. I would be happy 

to talk with you!  

Or Jeannine Wambold 989-370-0412.  

We are excited to bring our arts to the altar this Thanksgiving season!  
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Our annual meeting will happen after 
worship on November 13.  The agenda 
will include election of officers,  
approval of minutes and reports, and 
consideration of the budget for 2023.  All 
participants are invited to attend this 
short, but very important, gathering. 
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Join Us! 
Everyone is invited to a baby shower on Sunday, November 6th, af-

ter coffee hour, where we will welcome and celebrate Solomon 
Brummel, son of Sarah Brummel and grandson of  

Roger and Brenda. 

 

 

 
Solomon is now 7 months old and is wearing 9-12 mos. clothing.  

Sarah would welcome books and gift certificates from Twice Trendy 
Tots. Other gifts are also welcome.  
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BIRTHDAYS: 
10 Ariah House 

14 Maggie Wallin 

16 Maureen Derenzy 

18  Zephania Boughner 
18  Andrew Kalember 

20  Keelin English 

30  Mona Viviano 

 

 

ANNIVERSARIES: 
 

10  Paul & Marilyn Kaczanowski 
28  Jeff and Stephanie Kalember 
29  Maureen and Brad Derenzy 
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The kayak trip was a great success! 

Photo credit: Joanna and Cindy.  Thank you both! 
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~ In Our Prayers ~ 

During the month of November  
the UNA is holding the Manistee church in prayer.  

 
 

John and Margaret Hellenberg – as John has entered Hospice 
care at Aspen Ridge. 

Bill and Maxine Dely – as Maxine is now in Medilodge with 
ongoing health issues.  

Brenda Brummel – as the cancer has responded well to the 
treatment; however, she will require surgery to remove what 
remains.  

The English Family – as they grieve the loss of Joe’s mother 
and process Joe’s recent diagnosis with progressive aphasia. 

Laura Bantens and her partner, Chris – as Chris is experienc-
ing health issues and they are both encountering major life 
changes.  

Sandra Soderberg – as she addresses ongoing health con-
cerns.  

Gloria House’s granddaughter, Madison Crawford – as  

she suffers from cataplexy in narcolepsy along with other neu-
rological struggles. She is at home and adjusting to new medi-
cation which seems to be helping but is still in need of prayers.   

Brad Derenzy—as he has continuing health struggles.  

Don Storing and family – as they grieve the loss of Mardee’s 
daughter, Lori Lane.  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Committee Annual Reports – must be submitted to the office no later than Mon-
day, October 31. 
Annual Meeting – is scheduled for Sunday, Nov. 13. Annual reports are due Octo-
ber 31st. 
Food Pantry – is in need of a few more volunteers. Please contact Don Storing if in-
terested.  
Bible Study – at 11 AM on Thursdays. Zoom link is provided:  https://
us02web.zoom.us/j/84612895017  

 

 

November Upcoming Dates to Remember 

 

November 5—Roll clocks back at bedtime. 
November 6 — All Saints Sunday 

November 13—Annual Meeting 

November 20— Ecumenical Thanksgiving service at 1st Presbyterian  
      Church on Charles Brink Rd., 3 Pm 

         — Christmas decorating after worship. 
 

Looking Ahead: 
 

 Christmas Potluck:  December 11, 2022 

 Christmas Eve Service, 5 PM 

 Christmas Day, no in-person service (virtual) 
 New Years Day, no in-person service (virtual) 
 May 21st, Rev. Dr. Lillian Daniel, Michigan Conference minister, visits. 
 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84612895017
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84612895017
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2022  
Flower 

Schedule 

 

January: Margaret Hafner and Dave Henson 

February: Margaret Hellenberg 

March: Jeannine Wambold 

April: Cathy Otto 

May: Bill and Maxine Dely 

June: Joanie Sietsema 

July: Helen Mate 

August: Evelyn Pratt 
September: Sallie Anderson 

October: Vicky Rigney 

November: Louanne Spearman 

December: Christian Ed.  
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  5 for 5 
from your Reaching Out Team 

 
OCWM (Our Church’s Wider Mission) 

     Basic support for the Michigan Conference and National Settings. 
     Collected on an ongoing basis 

Received to date: $329 

 

One Great Hour of Sharing 

     Supports partners in countries with ministries that fund health, education and agricultural 
development, emergency relief, refugee ministries and both international and domestic re-

sponse. 
     Collected in March 

Received to date: $935 

 

Strengthen the Church 

     Supports church growth, pastoral and lay leadership development, young and young adult 
ministers within conferences. 
Collected around Pentecost   

Received to date: $84 (2022) 

 Neighbors in Need 

      One third supports Council for American Indian Ministry and two-thirds is administered to 
Justice and Witness Ministers to support a variety projects. Due to Covid-19 the elected UCC 

officers have deemed this to be a priority. 
       Collected in October 

Received to date: $149 (2021) 
 

Christmas Fund 

        Provides direct financial assistance to retired UCC ministers and lay employees and spous-
es. 

        Collected in December 

Received to date: $774 (2021) 
 

 

In Addition, we gave  $521 for Blanket Sunday this year!  
 

 

2022 Tornado Relief  - $421(as of August) 
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Current Meeting Times 

All are welcome to “attend” these meetings 

 

 

Reaching In* will meet the first Monday of each month at noon: 

 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84945686588 

 

Reaching Out will meet the third Monday of each month at 7 PM: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83220896539 

 

Council will meet the after worship. Check monthly calendar for specific dates.:   

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85297662581  

 

Trustees will meet the third Wednesday of each month at 11:00 AM: 

 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85470391561 

 

Bible Study meets Thursdays at 11am  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84612895017  
 

 

*In October Reaching In will meet the 2nd Monday of the month. 

 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84945686588
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83220896539
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85297662581
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85470391561
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84612895017
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For the month of September, our tithes and offerings of 
$7,413 fell short of our monthly budget by $504.  Overall 
for the first nine months of the year, our routine tithes and 
offerings are behind budget by $1,347 or 1.9%.   

We have requested three bids to update bathrooms in the 
Fellowship Hall to make them handicap accessible.  Trus-
tees will review bids at their October meeting and deter-
mine next steps.   

At their last meeting, Trustees unanimously approved recom-
mendation of a 2023 Operating Budget totaling $108,340.  
This reflects an overall increase of 3% in overall operating 
costs compared to the current year.  The proposed budget 
will be presented for approval at the Church’s Annual Meet-
ing. 

Our annual Stewardship campaign is currently underway, with 
pledge request letters mailed to homes in late September.  
Please consider increasing your pledge for the coming year, 
completing and returning your pledge card in the month of 
October.  Dedication of pledges will take place during the 
November 27th worship service.  

We appreciate the ongoing generosity of our church family, 
and thank you for the many ways in which you contribute 
time, talent, and treasures for the continued well-being of 
our vibrant church community.  
 

 

 


