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Just who are the prophets and what is their role in our faith story? Are they
predictors of the future? Is their only function to tell us lesus is coming? Are they
just popular preachers? How did their work get into the Bibie, anyway? These,
and other questions are common when it comes to the prophets. Most people
think them prognosticators, whose only role was to tell us the Messiah, whom we
say is Jesus, was coming as appointed by God. Now that is not entirely wrong, as
clearly there are many scriptures, particularly from the prophet Isaiah that seem

to speak of his coming. The most prominent one, lsaiah 9: 2-7, we will hear next

Sunday. But is that their only role?

| would argue that in fact this was a secondary role, only known in

hindsight. Their primary role was centered in their present circumstances. Hear

again the scripture from the book of Isaiah this morning:

Get you up to a high mountain,
O Zion, herald of good tidings;
lift up your voice with strength,
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