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Our mission is to embrace people of every age and stage of life and 
help them become the most loving version of themselves possible. 

 
 

by Richard Rohr, Daily Meditations 
Center for Action and Contemplation, March 1, 2026 

 

As we read the Bible, God does not change as much as our knowledge of 
God evolves. I certainly recognize there are many biblical passages that 
present God as punitive and retributive, but we must stay with the text—
and observe how we gradually let God grow up. Focusing on divine 
retribution leads to an ego-satisfying and eventually unworkable image of 
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God, which situates us inside of a very unsafe and dangerous universe. 
Both Jesus and Paul observed the human tendency toward retribution and 
spoke strongly about the limitations of the law. 
The biblical notion of justice, beginning in the Hebrew Scriptures with the 
Jewish prophets—especially Moses, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and 
Hosea—is quite different. If we read carefully and honestly, we will see 
that God’s justice is restorative. In each case, after the prophet chastises 
the Israelites for their transgressions against Yahweh, the prophet 
continues by saying, in effect, “And here’s what Yahweh will do for you: 
God will now love you more than ever! God will love you into wholeness. 
God will pour upon you a gratuitous, unbelievable, unaccountable, 
irrefutable love that you will finally be unable to resist.” 
God “punishes” us by loving us more! How else could divine love be 
supreme and victorious? Check out this theme for yourself: Read 
passages such as Isaiah 29:13–24, Hosea 6:1–6, Ezekiel 16 (especially 
verses 59–63), and so many of the Psalms. God’s justice is fully successful 
when God can legitimate and validate human beings in their original and 
total identity! God wins by making sure we win—just as any loving human 
parent does.  
Love is the only thing that transforms the human heart. In the Gospels, we 
see Jesus fully revealing this divine wisdom. Love takes the shape and 
symbolism of healing and radical forgiveness—which is just about all that 
Jesus does. Jesus, who represents God, usually transforms people at the 
moments when they most hate themselves, when they most feel shame or 
guilt, or want to punish themselves. Look at Jesus’s interaction with the 
tax collector Zacchaeus (Luke 19:1–10). He doesn’t belittle or punish 
Zacchaeus; instead, Jesus goes to his home, shares a meal with him, and 
treats him like a friend. Zacchaeus’s heart is opened and transformed. 
Only then does Zacchaeus commit to making reparations for the harm he 
has done.  
As Isaiah says of God, “My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your 
ways my ways” (Isaiah 55:8). Yet I am afraid we largely pulled God down 
into “our thoughts.” We think fear, anger, divine intimidation, threat, and 
punishment are going to lead people to love. We cannot lead people to the 
highest level of motivation by teaching them the lowest. God always and 
forever models the highest, and our task is merely to “imitate God” 
(Ephesians 5:1). 
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1 Anna Kalember   20 Alan & Becky Trenda 
3 Kathy Arnold 
 Doreen Dobosy 
4 Duncan Palmer 
7 Jenna Andrews 
8 Paige Kassuba 
9 Jane Hanck 
16 Cathy Otto 
19 Caroline Compton 
 Aaron Hotelling 
 
 

 Pastor Greg will be out of the country from April 6-10. We will also have 
Helen Crandall preaching on April 19. 
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Wor k i s  under wa y  fo r  Holy  W eek  a c t i v i t i e s .  Deta i l s  a r e  
fo r t hcoming,  but  the  s chedu le  wi l l  be :   

  Sunda y,  Mar ch  29   Palm  Sunday  wors h ip  10a m;  
C onve rg ence  l ea r n ing  se s s i on,  11 :30a m  

  T hurs da y,  A pr i l  2 ,  Maun dy Thu rsday  wor sh ip ,  5 :30pm 
fo r  t he  s erv i ce ,  wi th  a  s imp le  mea l  to  fo l l ow at  6 : 15pm 
in  Fe l low sh ip  Ha l l .  

  Fr ida y,  Apr i l  3 ,  Go od Frid ay  Commun i ty  Wors h ip 
Ser v i ce ,  Noon  a t  S t .  A ndr ew Ep i s copa l  C hur ch  w i t h  
communi ty  cho i r .  A l l  a re  i nv i t ed  to  par t i c i pa t e .  P ra c t i ce  
i s  a t  11a m a t  S t .  Andrew.   

  Fr ida y,  A pr i l  3 ,  Go od Frid ay  Tenebra e  se rv ice ,  7pm a t  
F i r s t  Pr esbyte r i a n  C hurch .  A  s pec ia l  c a nde lab ra  i s  u se d 
dur ing  T enebra e ,  whi ch  u sua l l y  ha s  f i f t een  ca nd le s .  
A f ter  ea ch  rea d ing ,  w het her  f rom t he  P sa lms  or  g os pe l s ,  
a  c a nd le  i s  ext ingu i shed  un t i l  one i s  l e f t .  By  the  end  o f  
the  ser v i ce ,  the  chur ch  i s  c a s t  i n to  da r knes s ,  excep t  for  
the  con t inua l  l i g h t  o f  the  C hr i s t  c a nd le .  

  Sunda y,  A pr i l  5 ,  Easter  Su nd ay  C e le br a t i on  o f  the  
R esurre c t ion  wi th  communion,  10  a m  
 
 

  I n  2026,  Church Counc i l  w i l l  meet  on the th i rd  
Thursdays  at  5PM both  in -person and v ia  Zoom.  The 
l ink  is :  h t tps : / /us02web.zoom.us/ j /84173125831 

  Conf i rmat ion  meets  on the  12th .  We wi l l  ce lebra te 
our  conf i rmands in  a  conf i rmation  service on  May 
31.  S tay  tuned for  more  de ta i l s !  

  Please update your meetings with Liz for next month by the 
Newsletter Deadline (Monday after the Council Meeting) so our 
church calendar is accurate. 

  Salad luncheons will begin again in May. 
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From an email from Gaylord Area Chamber of Commerce 

Hunger is not seasonal and not an event, but an ongoing battle for people 
within our county that happens every single day.  The Otsego County Food 
Pantry is working hard to respond to that need.  The OCFP motto is simple: 
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“We feed people.” The pantry is grateful for all the support it receives but 
needs help from the community to continue to make that happen. 

The Otsego County Food Pantry is a 100% volunteer effort. The pantry 
programs are entirely funded through donations, grant-writing, and 
fundraisers. All donations are used for the purchase of food or personal 
care items. 

We feed people Monday through Friday during daily distribution, providing 
at least two weeks’ worth of shelf-stable, fresh, and frozen foods. The 
OCFP also arranges delivery for those who are homebound or without 
transportation. In 2025, the pantry had nearly 6000 visits by 1400 different 
families during daily distribution. 

With the cooperation of area schools, we feed students through the 
Backpack Program, providing weekend food bags containing meals and 
snacks to ~ 400 students. In 2025, the OCFP provided over 48,000 meals 
for youth. 

We feed people through Saturday Free Food Truck Distributions April 
through November. In 2025, the OCFP hosted 11 truck distributions that 
provided over 201,000 pounds or 100 tons of food! 

We feed people monthly by being a Senior Commodities Box Distribution 
site for the Food Bank of Eastern Michigan helping 40-60 seniors each 
month. Additionally, the OCFP  supports area pantries, mini pantries in 
senior facilities, and at the GHS Wellness Center. 

The OCFP, in partnership with PoWeR! Books, the Community Crafters 
and the Otsego County Library, support literacy, arts and creative play 
through our “Strong Start Books and Art” program providing books, art 
supplies, library coupons and crafted toys to children 10 and under whose 
families come to the pantry. 

We are so grateful for all our volunteers and for being a part of a caring 
community. We appreciate the business partnerships we continue to 
build, the grants we receive, those who support fundraising efforts, and the 
people who give generously of their time and means.  Stay tuned to our 
Facebook page and website,  and the Chamber emails for upcoming OCFP 
events!  Call if you, your business, or your organization would like to be 
more involved! 
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In April, the UNA will pray for Atlanta 
Congregational UCC. 

Laura Bantens, who requests prayers for employment and finding where 
she belongs. Her mother, Connie, needs prayers for the same. Connie’s 
house is on the market—prayers for a quick sale at a great price. 
Madison Crawford – as she suffers from neurological and vision issues. 
Chris Crubaugh – who has medical issues. Continued prayers for Chris 
and Laura Bantens as they adapt. 
The English Family –Joe is now back at home. Please pray for Joe to 
healing and adjustment and for the English family. 
Mary Sue Evans requests prayers for her husband as he goes through 
health issues. 
Maggie Shanahan Menkes (Kathy’s daughter-in-law) has had good 
news that her treatment seems to be working. Please keep her in your 
thoughts and prayers for strength. 
Jason Peterman – who is dealing with a variety of issues. 
                    

Prayer requests are received by the church office. Names will appear on 
the list for two months. Please let the office know if this time needs to 
be extended, or if it is time to remove a name. 

 
 
 

Check out our meeting minutes, linked to 
the MailChimp mailing. Contact Liz for 

hard copies at 989-732-5726 or 
office@firstuccgaylord.org. 
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1. Use reusable Easter eggs. Eco Eggs are colorful, refillable, 
and made from plants. At the end of their lives, you can 
compost them. 

2. Dye hardboiled eggs using old silk ties or vegetable dyes 
instead of food coloring. Turmeric makes yellow, red 
cabbage turns blue, beet juice dyes things pink, red onions 
create jade green, grape juice becomes lavender, for a red, 
try paprika, and onion skins provide a warm brown. 

3. When you fill eggs, swap out plastic-wrapped candies and 
cheap plastic toys for healthy homemade treats, reusable 
toys, money, or organic seeds. 

4. Don’t buy single use Easter baskets—use your imagination 
with paper bags, small containers from your house, or 
something a child can reuse like a bucket or backpack. 
Alternatively, thrift a basket! 

5. Easter “grass” is not very green. Using shredded paper, 
leftover fabric, or even mulch is a great way to 
incorporate a more planet-friendly option at Easter. 

6. Give organic cotton or recycled socks! 
7. Incorporate a green activity—think scavenger hunt, 

reading a special Easter book, baking carrot muffins, or 
planting a flower to take home in a small pot. 

8. Sustainably-produced chocolate is delicious! 
9. Adopt a tree from the Orangutan Project or provide 

animals that feed people through the Heifer Project. 
10. Compost your egg shells. This can only be done if you have 

used eco-friendly dyes! Egg shells contain nitrogen and 
are carbon rich, so they make great compost. 
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