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From Your Pastor 

 For many people, 2020 has given us a lot to complain about:  COVID
-19, economic conditions, the election and the lead-up to it, not being able 
to worship together, arguments over students attending in-person classes, 
and on and on and on! Some people even complained about the “fall back” 
to standard time because it added one more hour to this rough year! Yet, 
we have come to this time of year when we are encouraged to celebrate 
Thanksgiving (even that is a problem as we are being asked not to gather as 
large family groups this year).  Sometimes it’s hard to be thankful when so 
much simply has not gone our way this year.  So, what are you thankful for 
this year? 

 I can’t answer that question for you, but for me there are many 
things to be thankful for.  Chief among those is my move home to Michi-
gan.  It will be hard having my wife in another state, but already there is 
something wonderful about not only being home in Michigan but making a 
home in Gaylord.  Even during a pandemic, you have welcomed me.  I had 
help moving things into the storage unit, and more help moving things into 
the house.  People have stopped in to meet me in the office (I’m hoping 
more of you will in the coming weeks!).  I came into notes of welcome and 
a couple of gifts that made me feel welcome even though we haven’t been 
able to worship together.  I’m thankful I got to have lunch with my Dad in 
Traverse City this week, and soon I can spend a day with him.  My mom and 
brother may be coming up next week to see our new house.  That is just a 
short list from this week! 

Continued on next page ... 

http://www.firstuccgaylord.org
mailto:gwatling12@gmail.com
mailto:rokko@alericjans.com
mailto:office@firstuccgaylord.org


 2 

 For the year, I have also been thankful for people and their creative ways to keep contact with one 
another.  Many of us are zoomed out, but at the very least we get to see the faces of others when gather for 
meetings, family conversations, coffee hour times and even weddings and funerals.  While not ideal, thank 
heaven we have such technology.  Social media, which normally I complain about, has been useful for these 
same positive connections.  People have found letter writing and card sending in new and creative ways.  
Folks are calling one another more than they used to.  The weddings and funerals at which I have officiated, 
while small, have been absolutely beautiful and meaningful for couples in ways that a large ceremony and 
reception cannot provide. 

 I don’t know about you, but I have been outside a lot more this year doing things I love, especially 
long hikes or walks with my family.  We have had a lot of time together, which sometimes is a struggle, but at 
the age of my kids, these are precious hours to have with them. 

 I’m not trying to say it’s been perfect where everything was a like a Hallmark movie or Disney experi-
ence!  However, I am so grateful for people.  We’re so quick to find that which divides us.  And yet, there is so 
much more good in the world if we would look for it.   

 I pray that you will take some time during this holiday season to consider what it is that you are most 
grateful for even in 2020.  I also hope you’ll share the things you are thankful for this year.  We have enough 
people complaining.  I think we all need to hear just a little about what is good in this world of ours. 

 

 

In Christ, 

Pastor Greg 
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FROM YOUR MODERATOR 

ANNUAL MEETING 

Our church’s annual meeting was held on Sunday, October 25; on this occasion, the gathering was held via the 
internet—using the “zoom” application—the same way our committees have met since the beginning of the 
pandemic. In accordance with the church by-laws, the orders of business were the approval of last year’s 
minutes, approval of the budget as presented by the trustees, and approval of a roster of committee members. 
The minutes, the budget, the roster, as well as all the annual committee reports were published in last month’s 
newsletter.  
 

These agenda items were quickly approved by the quorum of congregants present at the meeting, and the final 
list of committees for 2021 appears below. There is a great deal of continuity in the committees, as well as 
some exciting additions, which puts us in a strong position to support Rev. Watling who has joined us this 
month. Our new moderator, Mischelle Stone, has been a council member and part of the search-and-call team 
that recommended Pastor Greg to the congregation, and thus is well-positioned to help us through the transi-
tion of welcoming our new pastor. 
 

A quick reminder: committee members are elected to two-year terms, and may serve a maximum of three 
terms in one stretch. The moderator is elected to a one-year term. All terms begin January 1, 2021. 
 

Here is the updated roster of committees: 
 

2021 ROSTER 

 

Moderator  
Mischelle Stone (year 1) 
 

Council  
Margaret Wallin, assistant moderator (first term-year 1) 
Helen Mate (second term-year 1)—(from RI)  
Laura Hotelling (second term-year 1) 
Stephanie Kalember (second term-year 1)–(from RO) 
Doreen Dobosy (first term-year 1) (from Trustees) 
 

Reaching Out 
Laura Bantens (first term-year 2) 
Louann Spearman (second term-year 2) 
Mona Viviano (second term-year 2) 
Roger Brummel (second term-year 2) 
Stephanie Kalember (first term-year 1) 
 

Reaching In 

Brenda Brummel (third term-year 1) 
Helen Crandall second term-year 2) 
Helen Mate (second term-year 2) 
Bill Dely (first term-year 2) 
Rokko Jans (first term-year 1) 
Margaret Wallin (first term-year 1) 
Sallie Anderson (first term-year 1) 
 

Trustees 

Mary Fox (second term-year 1) 
Doreen Dobosy, financial secretary (second 
term-year 1) 
Jean Sasso, asst. financial secretary (second 
term-year 1)  
Rod Anderson, treasurer (second term-year 1) 
George Lienerth, building and grounds (third 
term-year 1) 
Don Storing, building and grounds (third term-

year 1) 
Vicky Rigney, liaison to Community Meal  
& Women’s Fellowship (first term-year 2) 
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FROM YOUR MODERATOR CONT… 

 

Once again, I wish to thank all the members of our church community for their many contributions that have 
kept us thriving and continually meeting the challenges of the day. We continue to ask for the Lord’s guidance 
as we strive to do God’s will in the world. 
 

Rokko Jans 

Moderator 
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Report from Your Trustees – November, 2020 

The last week of October marked the kick-off of 
our Stewardship Campaign for 2021.  These are 
certainly unusual times in which to be con-
ducting a stewardship drive, but we have a fab-
ulous church family, and trust we can count on 
you to come through.  We are indeed blessed 
to have paid pastoral leadership beginning No-
vember 1, making your giving for the coming 
year more important than ever.  As you consid-
er your pledge for the 2021 calendar year, 
please be as generous as possible in sharing 
God’s gifts.  We look forward to strengthening 
our amazing church ministry with the guidance 
of a called minister.   

Pledges for the coming year are due by November 15 and will be included in our service of dedication the fol-
lowing Sunday.  If you have not yet received your pledge request letter or are in need of another copy of 
the 2021 pledge form, please call our church office at 989-732-5726 and we will be happy to mail anoth-
er. 

We continue to extend our appreciation to our many church participants who have been faithful in mailing 
their financial contributions during these times of social distancing.  If you have not mailed your offering 
recently, please take a moment to do so.  Through October, contributions are below budget by 6.9%, an 
average of $125 per week.  While our ability to worship in person is curtailed, we urge everyone to mail 
your offerings to our church office at 218 W. Second St.   

We look forward to the time when we can again worship together in person.  Meanwhile, we are abundantly 
grateful for your continued financial support of our vibrant church community.  
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5 for 5 
from your Reaching Out Team 

 
OCWM (Our Church’s Wider Mission) 

     Basic support for the Michigan Conference and National Settings. 
     Collected on an ongoing basis 

 

One Great Hour of Sharing 

     Supports partners in countries with ministries that fund health, education and agricultural 
development, emergency relief, refugee ministries and both international and domestic re-

sponse. 
     Collected in April 

 

Strengthen the Church 

     Supports church growth, pastoral and lay leadership development, young and young adult 
ministers within conferences. 
   Collected around Pentecost 

 
Neighbors in Need 

      One third supports Council for American Indian Ministry and two-thirds is administered to 
Justice and Witness Ministers to support a variety projects. Due to Covid-19 the elected UCC 

officers have deemed this to be a priority. 
       Collected in October 

 

Christmas Fund 

        Provides direct financial assistance to retired UCC ministers and lay employees and spous-
es. 

        Collected in December 
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REACHING OUT 

 WILL BE COLLECTING 

SOCKS/MITTENS/HATS 

DURING OCTOBER & NOVEMBER 

                                 

     Watch 

 

                          for sales 
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~ In Our Prayers ~ 
During the month of November, the UNA is holding the Alpena Church in prayer.  

 

 

Helen Mate – as she undergoes surgery to treat her recent bladder cancer diagnosis.  
Stephanie Kalember’s niece, Emma – as she deals with health issues.  

Brenda Brummel’s sister-in-law, Alma – as she deals with health issues.  
Mardee Storing’s daughter, Lori – as she is recovering from brain surgery to remove a tumor. Please also 

pray that pathology comes back benign. 
Chuck Falk – as he recently underwent heart surgery.  

Dave Henson – as he will be having a pacemaker put in this month.  
The Boughner Family – as they grieve Becky’s passing. 

Tony Fobar-Dockery’s Father – as he recovers from injuries. 
Lori Ferguson’s friend, Val Dalson – as she is suffering from a severe head injury. 

Mirja “Miss Sue” Hoeft – as she recovers from a serious fall, leaving her with a fractured shoulder. She is 
currently resting at her daughter’s home, downstate.  

Jim’s Brother Bernie Boughner – as he deals with health issues. 
The Family & Friends of Eric Larsen – as they grieve his passing. Eric was a longtime friend of Don Storing. 

The Andrews Family – on the death of Laurie’s husband, Mike.  
The Family of Shirley Matevia – as they grieve her passing.  

Carol Leser’s sister, Barbara Loomis – whose Gladwin home was flooded in the mid-Michigan catastrophe. 
Bo Leser – As he continues to experience health issues and is awaiting testing. 

All of those working on the frontline to fight COVID-19, those that are considered essential workers, those 
without jobs, those ill, and those affected by this pandemic in anyway.  

Marcus and Samantha Fray – as they navigate Marcus’s ALS diagnosis. Marcus is married to George and 
Judy Dunn’s granddaughter. He is in his thirties with two small children.   

 

 

See the prayer request / joys sheet in the Narthex to add to this list.   

If someone has been inadvertently omitted or if it is time to remove a name, please let the church office know. 
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Birthdays and Anniversaries 

 

November Birthdays 

  

10 Ariah House 

16 Maureen Derenzy 

18 Zephania Boughner 

18 Andrew Kalember 

20 Cleveann Wolf 
20 Keelin English 

30 Mona Viviano 

 

  

November Anniversaries 

 

10 Paul & Marilyn Kaczanowski 
28 Jeff and Stephanie Kalember 

29 Maureen and Brad Derenzy 
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November 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

All Saints 

Virtual Sermon 

Virtual Coffee 
Hour, 11am 

2 

Reaching In,  

Noon 

(as needed) 

3 

Election 
Day 

4 

Council 

7pm  

(as needed) 

5 

Virtual Bible 
Study, 11am 

6 

Drive-Thru 

Community 

Meal, 4pm 

7 

8 

Virtual Sermon 

 

Virtual Coffee 
Hour, 11am 

9 

Reaching In,  

Noon 

(as needed) 

10 11 
Veterans 

Day 

Council 7pm 

(as needed) 

12 

Virtual Bible 
Study, 11am 

13 

Drive-Thru 

Community 

Meal, 4pm 

14 

15 

Virtual Sermon 

 

Virtual Coffee 
Hour, 11am 

16 

Reaching In,  

Noon 

(as needed) 

17 18 

Trustees 

(Zoom) 

11am 

Council 7pm 

(as needed) 

19 

Virtual Bible 
Study, 11am 

20 

Drive-Thru 

Community 

Meal, 4pm 

21 

22 

Virtual Sermon 

 

Virtual Coffee 
Hour, 11am 

23 

Reaching In,  

Noon 

(as needed) 

24 25 

Church Book 
Club, 1:30pm 

Council 7pm 

(as needed) 

26 

 

27 

Drive-Thru 

Community 

Meal, 4pm 

28 

29 

Virtual Sermon 

 

Virtual Coffee 
Hour, 11am 

30 

Reaching In,  

Noon 

(as needed) 

     


