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From Your Moderator - 

 

Outdoor Church Service September 13!

Our recent survey indicates many of our congregants are anxious to reconnect 

with each other, though many still are wary of gathering because of the corona 

virus. How safe is it out there? Covid-19 transmission has slowed down in 

Otsego County, though it has not stopped. Seven new cases have been reported 

here in August, and so far there this month there has been one more death due 

to the virus. Summer has brought many visitors, as usual, but we have avoided 

a large spike in cases.

Our church council has decided to schedule an outdoor worship service by 

the gazebo for Sunday, September 13 at 10 AM. Many safety protocols will 

be required; they are listed below. A “digital” recorded service will also 

be available on-line; such a service has kept us connected throughout the 

pandemic and will continue.

Studies indicate that gathering outdoors is much safer than indoors. If 

the weather that Sunday morning is inclement, the outdoor service will be 

canceled. The possibility exists that more outdoor services can be scheduled 

while it’s still warm enough; that will depend both on whether safety rules are 

adhered to, and on the way the virus is trending.

Earlier this summer, a beautiful memorial service was held for Judy Falk. 

Observers gave the congregation an “A” for mask-wearing, but we did not 

score as highly on social-distancing. In addition to some folks sitting too close 

to each other, there were the—not unexpected—hugs between people who miss 

and love each other. It will be hard for us to refrain from physical contact, but 

that is an important component if this plan is to be a success. 

August 2020

http://www.firstuccgaylord.org
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=first congregational church 
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Covid-19 is a deadly disease, many carriers are asymptomatic, and we have a vulnerable population; we must be 

on our best behavior. Let us give this experiment a fair shot without endangering one another.

Here are the rules for the outdoor service:

1) If possible, bring your own chairs. Only a limited number of wooden chairs from the church will be avail 

 able.

2) Each family group must remain at least 6 feet apart from another group

3) Mask-wearing is mandatory for congregants

4) There will be no singing (the on-line service will have additional music).

5) The Fellowship Hall will be available for restroom use only; no coffee hour.

6) No hand-shaking; no hugs; we must love each other from a distance of at least six feet!

We feel that if the rules are followed, this will be a safe and meaningful experience. It is understood that many will 

choose to stay at home and tune in to the on-line service; based on survey results, perhaps half the congregation 

will venture out Sunday morning.

Our congregation has worked hard to stay connected these last difficult months; now let us give an outdoor ser-

vice a try!

Rokko Jans

Moderator

Hope to see you at coffee hour (look for the link in your email.)
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FROM YOUR TRUSTEES

Report from Your Trustees – August, 2020

• Thank you, thank you to our many church participants who have  
	 been	faithfully	mailing	in	their	financial	contributions	during		 	
 these times of social distancing.  
• Sunday, August 23, marked the 34th Sunday of the 2020    
	 calendar	year.		Our	budgeted	income	from	offerings	through		 	
	 that	date	is	$60,350,	compared	to	actual	income	from	offerings		 	
	 of	$57,762.		This	reflects	a	shortfall	of	$2,588	or	4%.
• Trustees have agreed to send everyone an individual mid-year   
 statement comparing their annual pledge to contributions    
 through the month of August.  We’ve received occasional    
 requests for such an update and felt it may be helpful     
 for everyone.  Look for this via US mail in or around     
 mid-September.
• We look forward to the time when we can again worship    
 together in person.  Meanwhile, we greatly appreciate your    
	 continued	financial	support	of	our	vibrant	church	community.	
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In Memoriam
A letter from Shirley Matevia’s daughter, Michele

To the Thursday night singing group— I can’t express how much my mom loved 

all of you! She spoke so highly of you all and loved being part of that group. It was 

with pure joy when she told me she had been asked to join—she couldn’t believe it! 

She loved music of all kinds and thought you were such a talented group—she was 

honored to be a part of that—thank you for that!

Thank you all for Mom’s parade—what a joy to watch and pleasure to hear you all 

sing and play. I can’t think of a more fitting tribute; again thank all of you were 
able to be there and those who were there in spirit! The Lord was with us all at that 

moment…

Please know that she loved you all. I would love to have a copy of “Songs for 

Shirley” if possible—

many thanks,

Michele and family

 (please share this note with the group! Thanks!)



5

Annoucements
OUTDOOR SERVICE

As mentioned, we are planning an outdoor service for Sunday, September 13th at 10:00am. 

In order to make this a successful worship, we need your help by adhering to the following:

1) If possible, bring your own chairs. Only a limited number of wooden chairs from the church will  

 be available.

2) Each family group must remain at least 6 feet apart from another group

3) Mask-wearing is mandatory for congregants

4) There will be no singing (the on-line service will have additional music).

5) The Fellowship Hall will be available for restroom use only; no coffee hour.

6) No hand-shaking; no hugs; we must love each other from a distance of at least six feet!

More information to come via eblasts and September’s newsletter!
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~ Ministry Opportunities ~

WANTED: 

Have you ever wanted to preach, write a prayer or offer something else special for worship? The Reaching In 

Team is organizing the worship schedule until we have a new pastor and would love your help! Our theme will 

be “Beguiled in Beauty,” though we can work most offerings into the theme even if the offering is not directly 

related. Please contact Rokko Jans at rokko@alaricjans.com if you wish to contribute your time and talents to 

worship. 

HEALTH NEWS

During this time of uncertainty surrounding corona virus, everyone is encouraged to practice the fundamentals of 

prevention: thorough and frequent hand washing, use of hand sanitizers, and avoidance of touching one’s face. 

 

To stay up-to-date on the COVID-19 issue, please visit: www.CDC.gov
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Prayer Requests
During the month of August, the UNA is holding the New Waves TC church in prayer.

Mirja “Miss Sue” Hoeft – as she recovers from a serious fall, leaving her with a fractured 

shoulder. She is currently resting at her daughter’s home, downstate. 

Margaret Soller – as she endures trouble with her eyes. 

Mona Viviano’s daughter, Lisa – as she recovers from double mastectomy surgery. 

Jim’s Brother Bernie Boughner – as he deals with health issues.

Rokko’s Brother and Sister-in-Law, Michael and Teresa Jans – as they recover from COVID-19.

The Compton Family – on the death of Caroline’s brother, Ross. 

The Andrews Family – on the death of Laurie’s husband, Mike. 

Chuck Falk and Family – as they grieve the loss of Judy.

The Family of Shirley Matevia – as they grieve her passing. 

The People of Mid-Michigan - as they deal with the catastrophic flooding.
Carol Leser’s sister, Barbara Loomis – whose Gladwin home was flooded in the mid- 

Michigan catastrophe.

Bo Leser – As he continues to experience health issues and is awaiting testing.

Cleveann Wolf – as she is now in a memory care facility.

All of those working on the frontline to fight COVID-19, those that are considered  
essential workers, those without jobs, those ill, and those affected by this pandemic in 

anyway. 

Norman Reim - Rokko’s bandmate, as he recovers from recent surgery. 

Don Storing’s longtime friend, Eric Larsen – as he navigates his recent stage IV lung and brain 

cancer diagnosis. 

Lani English and Family – as they grieve the passing of Lani’s cousin, Adam.

Margaret Soller – as she grieves the loss of her twin sister, Liz. 

Marcus and Samantha Fray – as they navigate Marcus’s ALS diagnosis. Marcus is married to 

George and Judy Dunn’s granddaughter. He is in his thirties with two small children.  

Rev. Ginny Titus and Family
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August Birthdays    
4 Margaret Soller   
8 Helen Crandall
11 Steve Ferguson
12 Joe English
23 Don Crandall
13 Susan Webeler
20 Jen Kassuba
23 Meadow Kassuba
23 Don Crandall
24 Pat Lange
24 Tyler English

August Anniversaries
1 Eric & Meredith Anderson
 7 Dale & Margaret Rehkopf
Mary Evans?

September Birthdays 
3 Amallia Kassuba
11 Louanne Spearman
13 Stephanie Kalember
14 Gage Boughner
17 Chuck Falk
18 Melissa Mannion
19 Carol Leser
19 Helen Mate
20 George Lienerth
25 Judy Dunn
 
September Anniversaries
11 Don & Mardee Storing
15 Kay and Jim Boughner

20  Joe and Lani English
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1

2

Virtual 

Worship

10am

Virtual Coffee 
Hour

11am

3

Reaching 

In (Zoom)

12:00pm

4 5

Virtual

Reaching Out, 

1:00pm

6

Virtual

Bible Study, 

11am

7

Drive-Thru

Community 

Meal

4pm

8

9

Virtual 

Worship

10am

Virtual Coffee 
Hour

11am

10

Reaching 

In (Zoom)

12:00pm

11 12

Virtual

Reaching Out, 

1:00pm

(as needed)

13

Virtual

Bible Study, 

11am

14

Drive-Thru

Community 

Meal

4pm

15

16

Virtual 

Worship

10am

Virtual Coffee 
Hour

11am

17

Reaching 

In (Zoom)

12:00pm

18 19
Virtual

Reaching Out, 

1:00pm

(as needed)

Trustees

(Zoom)

9:30am

20

Virtual

Bible Study, 

11am

21

Drive-Thru

Community 

Meal

4pm

22

23
Virtual 

Worship
10am

Virtual Coffee Hour
11am

30
Virtual 

Worship
10am

Virtual Coffee Hour
11am

24
Reaching 
In (Zoom)
12:00pm

31
Reaching 
In (Zoom)
12:00pm

25 26

Virtual

Reaching Out, 

1:00pm

(as needed)

27

Virtual
Bible Study, 

11am

In Person 
Meet and 

Greet
1-5pm

28

Drive-Thru

Community 

Meal

4pm

29

A U G U S T   
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3

Virtual

Bible Study, 

11am

4

Drive-Thru

Community 

Meal

4pm

5

6

Virtual 

Worship

10am

Virtual Coffee 
Hour

11am

7

HAPPY  

LABOR DAY!

8 9

Virtual

Reaching Out, 

1:00pm

10

Virtual

Bible Study, 

11am

11

Drive-Thru

Community 

Meal

4pm

12

13
Outdoor 
Worship

10am
**see 

announcement

Virtual Coffee 
Hour
11am

14

Reaching 

In (Zoom)

12:00pm

15 16
Virtual

Reaching Out, 

1:00pm

(as needed)

Trustees
(Zoom)

9:30am

17

Virtual

Bible Study, 

11am

18

Drive-Thru

Community 

Meal

4pm

19

20

Virtual 

Worship

10am

Virtual Coffee 
Hour

11am

20

Reaching 

In (Zoom)

12:00pm

21 22

Virtual

Reaching Out, 

1:00pm

(as needed)

23

Virtual

Bible Study, 

11am

24

Drive-Thru

Community 

Meal

4pm

25

26

Virtual 

Worship

10am

Virtual Coffee 
Hour

11am

27

Reaching 

In (Zoom)

12:00pm

28 29

Virtual

Reaching Out, 

1:00pm

(as needed)

30

Virtual

Bible Study, 

11am

S E P T E M B E R


