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From Your Moderator - 
 
A New Pastor

It is with great excitement that our Search Committee is announcing a 
recommendation for the position of settled pastor for our church! The Committee 
has been working diligently for over a year, poring over the applications of many 
qualified candidates, interviewing multiple applicants via the internet, and bringing 
several of these candidates to Gaylord for in-person interviews and “neutral pulpit” 
observations. We are grateful for the overwhelming support of the congregation that 
has allowed us to adjust the normal procedures, permitting the process to continue 
during the pandemic. As a result, we present to you an individual who will be a 
perfect fit for our church, someone who can lead us with intention, humility and 
conviction through the next chapter of our journey.

Rev. Greg Watling, 52 years of age, is a Michigan State graduate, and received his 
Master of Divinity degree in 1995. For the last 14 years, he has been serving the First 
Congregational UCC in New London, Wisconsin; he is beloved by his congregation 
and will surely be missed by them; we have connected to several references and as 
well as leaders in his church conference who all confirm his character and talents. 
It was known to some that he hoped to some day return to his native Michigan 
where he has friends and family; when he became aware of our job opening, he was 
immediately attracted to the opportunity to work with a progressive, inclusive church 
that reaches out to the community, the very qualities that make our church stand out 
and that so many applicants have found compelling.

Having spent time with Rev. Watling and seen him in action, we recommend him 
without reservation. His sermons are grounded in the Scriptures and speak to the 
concerns of our time. He sees all of us as the Children of God, and pursues the path 
of peace, justice, and unity. He is friendly and compassionate, and comfortable with 
people of all ages and walks of life. We feel blessed that the path of discernment has 
brought us together.

Continued on the next page...
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There will be a vote by our congregation on Sunday, August 2, on whether to accept the recommendation of the 
Search Committee to install Rev. Greg Watling as the next pastor of First Congregational UCC of Gaylord, Michi-
gan. All active participants of at least 18 years of age are entitled to vote. The revised procedures made necessary 
by the pandemic will allow 3 methods of voting: 1) there will be a “zoom” meeting at 11:00 AM that morning to 
which all will be invited. Votes will be tabulated using the polling feature of that application. 2) Votes will also be 
accepted by email to the church at that time. 3) The option of leaving a voice mail vote to the church phone will 
also be available. (If you leave a message, please identify yourself). All votes must received by the end of the zoom 
conference, and early voting is permitted. Immediately upon tabulation, the results will be announced.

As outlined in the revised procedures, everyone will get a chance to watch a service that Rev. Watling recently 
recorded in our church. You will receive an “e-blast” soon to let you know when this is available, and you can 
watch either by “link” on a smart device (such as the worship team has been sharing for the last several months), 
or by a special viewing in the Fellowship Hall for those without this technology; we can also make DVDs of the 
service available.

Further, everyone will have a chance to meet Rev. Watling before the vote. He will visit Gaylord again and we will 
pre-schedule small group visits following safety protocols, and we will also set up a “zoom meet-and-greet” for 
those comfortable with video conferencing.

This is an exciting time in the life of our church, and we are confident that when you meet and hear Rev. Watling, 
you will agree that we are blessed. We sincerely thank all of you who have kept the work of the Search Committee 
in your prayers!

Rokko Jans
moderator

Hope to see you at coffee hour (look for the link in your email.)
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Report from Your Trustees – July, 2020

• Thank you, thank you to our many church participants who have been 
faithfully mailing in their financial contributions during these times of social 
distancing.  
• Although income from tithes and offerings was on target through May, it fell 
by nearly $2,500 in the month of June.  If you’ve not done so recently, we encourage 
you to mail your contributions to the church office.
• Income from other sources such as facility rental is below budget while 
our building is closed, but we expect a similar level of savings on heating and air 
conditioning.
• Our energy use declined substantially in Dec through May compared to a year 
ago.  This is thanks in part to new, more energy-efficient windows in the Fellowship 
Hall.  The full savings are not yet reflected in financial reports because of timing 
issues, but should be apparent by year end.
• We look forward to the time when we can again worship together in person.  
Meanwhile, we greatly appreciate your continued financial support of our vibrant 
church community. 
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Why Giving to Your Church Right Now Might Be More Important than 
Ever 

Abbreviated from an Original post by Erik Cooper | Mar 25, 2020 | www.thestonetable.org  
 

Keep giving to your local church. 

I love the local Church … its many forms and expressions, whether it’s a building, an organization, or just the people.  
When we honor the Church, we’re honoring God. 

In the midst of this COVID-19 outbreak, [it’s natural to be] concerned about financial wellbeing as our economy is 
complex and intertwined.  Yet in the midst of these scary times, we are watching beautiful outpourings of generosity 
manifest in many different ways – families delivering food to their elderly neighbors, people donating and even making 
masks for front line medical workers, NBA stars covering the lost salaries of arena workers. It is encouraging to see 
humans respond to the needs around them in times of crisis. 

But during this unprecedented historical moment full of countless unknowns, I want to encourage all of us to 
continue giving to our local churches.  

The Church is not just some other nice charitable organization amidst a smorgasbord of philanthropic options. Something 
spiritually unique happens when you give to your church, something that goes far beyond just helping to pay salaries, 
facility costs, and program expenses. 

“Bring all the tithes into the storehouse so there will be enough food in my Temple. If you do,” says the Lord of 
Heaven’s Armies, “I will open the windows of heaven for you. I will pour out a blessing so great you won’t have 
enough room to take it in! Try it! Put me to the test! Your crops will be abundant, for I will guard them from 
insects and disease. Your grapes will not fall from the vine before they are ripe,” says the Lord of Heaven’s 
Armies. “Then all nations will call you blessed, for your land will be such a delight,” says the Lord of Heaven’s 
Armies.  –Malachi 3:9-12 

When I give to my local church, I am making a tangible declaration to me and my family that God is my ultimate provider 
and the foundation of my trust. … When I give to my church, I am declaring boldly that no matter what is going on 
around me, my ultimate hope and trust are rooted in Christ. No matter what happens, I am under the shadow of His wings. 
He is with me at all times and in all seasons. That my God will supply all my needs according to His riches (Philippians 
4:19). When the world is shaking, there is no place I would rather be. 

In this terrifying time of uncharted financial waters, I just want to encourage you to keep giving to your local church. It’s 
not magic. It doesn’t mean you will be exempt from all the sinful effects of this fallen world. It’s not a give to get rich 
scheme. It’s a declaration. Give joyfully as an outward expression of an inward commitment that Jesus is where your trust 
is firmly rooted in this tumultuous season. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:  After starting his career in the business world, Erik Cooper spent 12 years in full-time ministry.  He 
currently serves as the Vice President of Community Reinvestment Foundation, a nonprofit real estate company that provides high-
quality affordable housing all over Indiana while investing its profits into missions through The Stone Table. 
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MODERATOR’S MUSINGS 
July 12, 2020 

 
The UNA Executive Committee met yesterday, via ZOOM.  Church and Ministry will meet next 
week.  Here is a summary of our meeting: 

• FALL ASSOCIATION MEETING, 9/26/2020, has been cancelled.  However, we will need to 
vote on a Budget for 2021 and Nominations.  Each church and delegates will be 
contacted regarding the procedure for this.  Please watch for mailings from Barb Hoig, 
Registrar. 

• Jody will be hosting another ZOOM meeting for UNA Ministers and Lay Leaders; 
Wednesday, July 29th, at Noon. 

• Refer to the Michigan Conference UCC.org site and go to Covid 19 “bullet” and at the 
very bottom is a publication re: Voting for Non-Profits during this time of Pandemic.  
Please become familiar with this information. 

• Please take time to listen to Heather Kimmel’s You Tube Webinar:  “How to NOT add an 
unintended legal battle to your church’s worries.”  This information / presentation, from 
the National UCC Conference, highlights voting, copyright issues, and a variety of many 
timely issues. 

• Please keep current with the CDC Guidelines, your County Health Department, and 
Insurance Board prior to thinking of opening your church. 

• Harrison UCC Church received $500 Seeds for Service money. 
• Michigan Conference Search Committee for New Conference Minister plans to 

introduce a new candidate in the Fall of 2021 and Install Said Candidate January 2022. 
• Charlevoix has invited Rev. Toby Jones to be their Permanent Minister. 
• Rev. Paul Lance, Alpena, will retire October 1, 2020. 
• Rev. Liz Hoy, Chair C & M will contact churches re: Exit Interviews. 
• New Waves continues to seek Full Church Status 
• Camp Talahi is still on the “sell list,” but property valuations are still being considered.  
• Plans for a Program for the Spring Association Meeting will center around addressing 

some of our current “Needs and Issues.” 
 
Rev. Vaughn Peterson shared that Pat Miller is back in the hospital after receiving a stem cell 
transplant. 
 
The next UNA Executive Committee meeting will be 912/2020. 
 
Blessing to you all in this challenging time.  I’m so impressed with how churches are reaching 
out in so many ways.  Shalom! 
 
Helen S. Crandall,  UNA Moderator 
 
 
 



6

Annoucements
SPECIAL MEETING OF THE CHURCH TO SELECT A NEW PASTOR

• 
A Special Meeting of the church is called for Sunday, August 2, 11:00 AM to decide whether to accept the 
recommendation of the Search Committee to install Rev. Greg Watling as the next pastor of First Congre-
gational UCC of Gaylord, Michigan. All active participants of at least 18 years of age are entitled to vote. 
The meeting will take place via the internet “zoom” app, which anyone with a smart device or a telephone 
will be able to join. In advance of the meeting, members of the congregation will have the opportunity to 
view a recorded sermon by Rev. Watling, as well as a chance to meet him. You will be able to vote at the 
meeting, or to cast your vote by email or voicemail, and early voting will be permitted. There are more 

details in the newsletter; look out for upcoming e-blasts!
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

• Jessica would like to update the birthday and anniversary list – if you haven’t seen your birthday and/or 
anniversary listed in newsletter, please provide it to the church office via email. 

• Masks – Carol Leser has made masks throughout the pandemic. If you are in need of one, please con-
tact her directly. 

• Welcome baby Maximus Ashton Kopka! Joe and Lani English would like to announce the birth of their 
grandson, born to Keelin and Jacob on Sunday, June 14th at 3:40am. 6lb 13oz, 19 inches long. He is 
growing beautifully! 

• Jeannine Wambold – would like to thank everyone for lifting her son-in-law, Jordan, in prayer. He is 
healing from his broken ribs.

• Don Storing needs volunteers to help share the lawn mowing responsibilities this season. If you can 
help, please contact him directly: 989-464-9648 snod34@chartermi.net

• Virtual Coffee Hour - click the following link to join our virtual coffee hour this Sunday between 10:45 
– 11 am; https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83811276546 call or text Rokko (773) 398-6767 or Brenda (810) 
623-1691 if you have any difficulties connecting. Dial in phone number is: (929) 205 6099
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~ Ministry Opportunities ~

WANTED: 

Have you ever wanted to preach, write a prayer or offer something else special for worship? The Reaching In 

Team is organizing the worship schedule until we have a new pastor and would love your help! Our theme will 

be “Beguiled in Beauty,” though we can work most offerings into the theme even if the offering is not directly 

related. Please contact Rokko Jans at rokko@alaricjans.com if you wish to contribute your time and talents to 

worship. 

HEALTH NEWS
During this time of uncertainty surrounding corona virus, everyone is encouraged to practice the fundamentals of 

prevention: thorough and frequent hand washing, use of hand sanitizers, and avoidance of touching one’s face. 

 

To stay up-to-date on the COVID-19 issue, please visit: www.CDC.gov
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Prayer Requests
During the month of July, the UNA is holding the New Waves TC church in prayer.

Mona Viviano’s daughter, Lisa – as she undergoes and recovers from double mastectomy 
surgery. 

Jim’s Brother Bernie Boughner – as he deals with health issues.
Rokko’s Brother and Sister-in-Law, Michael and Teresa Jans – as they recover from COVID-19.

The Compton Family – on the death of Caroline’s brother, Ross. 
The Andrews Family – on the death of Laurie’s husband, Mike. 

Chuck Falk and Family – as they grieve the loss of Judy.
The Family of Shirley Matevia – as they grieve her passing. 

The People of Mid-Michigan - as they deal with the catastrophic flooding.
Carol Leser’s sister, Barbara Loomis – whose Gladwin home was flooded in the mid- 

Michigan catastrophe.
Bo Leser – As he continues to experience health issues and is awaiting testing.

Cleveann Wolf – as she is now in a memory care facility.
All of those working on the frontline to fight COVID-19, those that are considered  

essential workers, those without jobs, those ill, and those affected by this pandemic in 
anyway. 

Norman Reim - Rokko’s bandmate, as he recovers from recent surgery. 
Don Storing’s longtime friend, Eric Larsen – as he navigates his recent stage IV lung and brain 

cancer diagnosis. 
Lani English and Family – as they grieve the passing of Lani’s cousin, Adam.

Margaret Soller – as she grieves the loss of her twin sister, Liz. 
Marcus and Samantha Fray – as they navigate Marcus’s ALS diagnosis. Marcus is married to 

George and Judy Dunn’s granddaughter. He is in his thirties with two small children.  
Rev. Ginny Titus and Family
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Birthdays
3 Joel Sietsema
4 Tony Fobar
4  Laura Hotelling
16 Lori Ferguson
16  Harrison Kalember
18 Whitney Rigney
 Mary Evans
21 Gloria House
23 Mardee Storing
26 Jackie Fry
31 Brianna Boughner

Anniversaries
3 Roger and Brenda Brummel
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2

Virtual
Bible Study, 

11am

3
Drive-Thru
Community 

Meal
4pm

4

5

Virtual 
Worship

10am
Virtual Coffee 

Hour
11am

6

Reaching 
In (Zoom)
12:00pm

7 8

Virtual
Reaching Out, 

1:00pm

9

Virtual
Bible Study, 

11am

10

Drive-Thru
Community 

Meal
4pm

11

12

Virtual 
Worship

10am
Virtual Coffee 

Hour
11am

13

Reaching 
In (Zoom)
12:00pm

14 15

Virtual
Reaching Out, 

1:00pm
(as needed)

16

Virtual
Bible Study, 

11am

17

Drive-Thru
Community 

Meal
4pm

18

19

Virtual 
Worship

10am
Virtual Coffee 

Hour
11am

20

Reaching 
In (Zoom)
12:00pm

21 22
Virtual

Reaching Out, 
1:00pm

(as needed)

Trustees
(Zoom)
9:30am

23

Virtual
Bible Study, 

11am

24

Drive-Thru
Community 

Meal
4pm

25

26

Virtual 
Worship

10am
Virtual Coffee 

Hour
11am

27

Reaching 
In (Zoom)
12:00pm

Zoom Meet & 
Greet
7-8pm

28 29

Virtual
Reaching Out, 

1:00pm
(as needed)

30

Virtual
Bible Study, 

11am

In Person 
Meet and 

Greet
1-5pm

31

Drive-Thru
Community 

Meal
4pm

J U L Y   


