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Virtual Worship, Virtual Coffee Hour
During the pandemic, our congregation has continued to conduct high-level Sunday
worship services, available to anyone with a computer, tablet or smart-phone. Every
week, Jessica sends out a link containing our bulletin (including an updated prayer
list) and a link to the video recording of our weekly service. (Those few among
us without these twenty-first century devices receive a printed copy of the week’s
sermon through the mail.)
Hundreds of people have been watching these services, including our out-of-town
friends, and friends of friends, for they are posted on both our church webpage and
our facebook page.
Meanwhile, using “zoom,” the internet application that allows ”face-to-face”
meetings while all of us continue to social distance, our Reaching In and Reaching
Out teams, our Council, and our Trustees meet regularly to continue the work of the
church and our Bible Study group meets to study the Scriptures.
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Our next step on connecting during this period of isolation is to convene “virtual
coffee hours” at 11 AM every Sunday. We will use the “zoom” app to join together,
see each others faces and rejoice in our connectedness. Those without a smart device
can phone in; they can hear and be heard! (Long-distance charges may apply to
land-lines). Follow the instructions Jessica sends out to 1) first download the “zoom”
application, and then 2) click the link that will send you to the “virtual coffee hour.”
Once we are all joined “virtually” as a congregation, the meeting host will be able to
create “break-out rooms,” with a few people in each room. This will mimic sitting
around a table with a few friends. You will need to supply your own coffee and treats!

1
Continued on the next page...

We held our first “virtual coffee hour” experiment last Sunday. We learned how to overcome some technical problems, and are now ready to expand this program. Look for the links from Jessica, and put Sunday recorded worship
and Sunday live coffee hour on your calendar.
It is the amazing ministers among us who are making these programs possible. Brenda Brummel produces our
weekly worship services at a professional level. Helen Mate has created stunning altar designs. The Hotelling,
Kalember-Balliet, and Boughner families have pitched in with their musical gifts, as have others, including Anna
Fry, Rebecca Reynolds, Joanna Morse, and Melissa Mannion. Stephanie Kalember, Maggie Wallin and Sallie
Anderson have been excellent liturgists, and each month Maggie conducts a “Feast of Love,” which substitutes for
our Communion service which is on hold until we can get together again.
The quality of our sermons, from folks like Maggie, Mary Fox and Laura Hotelling, rivals that of many established
churches! We are blessed that the “angels among us” have stepped forward to serve all of us during this important
time in the life of our church.
Some are asking the obvious question: “when will we be able to come together again for worship in our sanctuary?” As of this writing, the answer is still unknown. We will take our guidance from governmental officials as
they follow the latest scientific thinking and data, and the leaders of the UCC, who are looking after churches all
over the country. There will no doubt be new protocols in place once we get together—safe ways to handle our offertory and communion, for example, and observing some social distancing rules in our gatherings. The Reaching
In team and our Council will stay on top of this issue as plans begin to develop over the coming weeks, and they
will keep you informed.
In the meantime, we will stay connected through our meetings, through the messages Jessica sends out, through
the phone tree that keeps us all in touch, and through our Sunday worship and coffee hour. This is a difficult time
for many, but let us not forget the many blessings God has given us!

Rokko Jans
Moderator
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CHURCH FINANCIALS

Report from Your Trustees – May, 2020

• A giant thank you to our amazing church participants.
Because of your generosity, our church income from
tithes and offerings through the month of April totals
$31,086 and is right on target with our budget approved
at the last Annual Meeting.
• The online availability of Sunday services appears to be
quite popular and reaching an even wider audience
than our own church participants. As a result, we are in
the process of adding a “Donate” button to our FB page
in case visitors wish to make a financial contribution.
• Please continue to mail your contributions to the church office while we continue to
function as a church in every way except meeting in person. We have arrangements in
place to assure timely retrieval of mail and completion of weekly deposits. We appreciate
your continued financial support during these trying times.
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Why Giving to Your Church Right Now Might Be More Important than
Ever
Abbreviated from an Original post by Erik Cooper | Mar 25, 2020 | www.thestonetable.org

Keep giving to your local church.
I love the local Church … its many forms and expressions, whether it’s a building, an organization, or just the people.
When we honor the Church, we’re honoring God.
In the midst of this COVID-19 outbreak, [it’s natural to be] concerned about financial wellbeing as our economy is
complex and intertwined. Yet in the midst of these scary times, we are watching beautiful outpourings of generosity
manifest in many different ways – families delivering food to their elderly neighbors, people donating and even making
masks for front line medical workers, NBA stars covering the lost salaries of arena workers. It is encouraging to see
humans respond to the needs around them in times of crisis.
But during this unprecedented historical moment full of countless unknowns, I want to encourage all of us to
continue giving to our local churches.
The Church is not just some other nice charitable organization amidst a smorgasbord of philanthropic options. Something
spiritually unique happens when you give to your church, something that goes far beyond just helping to pay salaries,
facility costs, and program expenses.
“Bring all the tithes into the storehouse so there will be enough food in my Temple. If you do,” says the Lord of
Heaven’s Armies, “I will open the windows of heaven for you. I will pour out a blessing so great you won’t have
enough room to take it in! Try it! Put me to the test! Your crops will be abundant, for I will guard them from
insects and disease. Your grapes will not fall from the vine before they are ripe,” says the Lord of Heaven’s
Armies. “Then all nations will call you blessed, for your land will be such a delight,” says the Lord of Heaven’s
Armies.
–Malachi 3:9-12
When I give to my local church, I am making a tangible declaration to me and my family that God is my ultimate provider
and the foundation of my trust. … When I give to my church, I am declaring boldly that no matter what is going on
around me, my ultimate hope and trust are rooted in Christ. No matter what happens, I am under the shadow of His wings.
He is with me at all times and in all seasons. That my God will supply all my needs according to His riches (Philippians
4:19). When the world is shaking, there is no place I would rather be.
In this terrifying time of uncharted financial waters, I just want to encourage you to keep giving to your local church. It’s
not magic. It doesn’t mean you will be exempt from all the sinful effects of this fallen world. It’s not a give to get rich
scheme. It’s a declaration. Give joyfully as an outward expression of an inward commitment that Jesus is where your trust
is firmly rooted in this tumultuous season.
ABOUT THE AUTHOR: After starting his career in the business world, Erik Cooper spent 12 years in full-time ministry. He
currently serves as the Vice President of Community Reinvestment Foundation, a nonprofit real estate company that provides highquality affordable housing all over Indiana while investing its profits into missions through The Stone Table.
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Reaching Out: April 29, 2020
Laura, Cathy Mona. Louanne, Jeff, Roger, Rokko, Vicky
Team met via zoom conference and agreed to meet weekly on Weds during this time
of quarantine.
Rokko reviewed current projects with us-Reaching In and council holding meetings
weekly. Community meal is on hold for the time being, but hopes to put sometime in
place soon. Services online have been going well.
Laura shared a meeting she had with Dana Bensinger from OCF of 4 areas of need:
1)
Council on Aging needing drivers to deliver meals to shut-ins
2)
Woman’s Resource Center in need of funds for burner phones.
3)
United Way in need of personal items such as shampoo, tooth paste,
deodorants, etc. Food pantry in need of workers.
4)
Crossroads Ministers needing baby supplies in the form of formula and
diapers
Vicky will be writing letters to show moral support and to acknowledge those behind
the senses that are sewing masks for the community, and to those going above and
beyond their normal duties. Also Cathy will place messages on the churches sign
boards in support of first responders.
Vicky will meet with the Community Meal comm. to discuss future drive thru meals
and getting the information out to a wider audience.
Information on Blanket Sunday will soon be available for the congregation to
once again support CWS by donating in honor of a Mother, Grandmother or other
significant female in your life.

Next meeting via zoom will be Wednesday May 6th @ 1:00
Respectfully submitted,
Cathy
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From your Reaching In Team
The Reaching In Team has been meeting every week during this “lock-down” period, using the
“zoom” internet application. The two areas of concentration for this group are pastoral care and
worship planning. The development of a church phone tree means that no member of our congregation is overlooked; almost every week, someone receives a phone call ‘check-in,” and many church
participants are still meeting regularly for Bible study or team meetings. Soon, we will all be in the
habit of joining for “virtual coffee hour,” until the time comes when we can once more gather in
person in our sanctuary and Fellowship Hall.
As for worship, our current sermon series, produced for video each Sunday by Brenda Brummel,
has featured sermons by Laura H, Mary F, Maggie W, and Rokko on the topic of “Drawn In: Living the Creative Life With God.” Folks have been sending in photos of their creative projects, a
reminder to all of us of the amazing talent in our congregation, and the fact that God invites us all
to be co-creators with the divine.
Maggie will lead a service for Pentecost at the end of the month, then a new series on the topic
of “Hope” will be next. Expect terrific music as usual, and powerful sermons from Don Storing,
Laura, Mary and others!
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Annoucements
• Through the years, Alpine Oven has been so supportive of our church. They have provided us with food and more recently the venue for our fund raiser for Kids on a Mission. We want to let you know that both Alpine Tavern and Crave are open for carry out
service.
• Please remember you can access daily devotionals from the UCC by signing up at the
following link: www.ucc.org/daily_devotional
• Join us for virtual coffee hour every Sunday by either computer or phone! https://
us02web.zoom.us/j/4439199261 or dial in (929) 205 6099. Please inquire for more information.
• Please be sure to complete your 2020 Census if you not already done so! my2020census.
gov
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~ Ministry Opportunities ~
WANTED:
Have you ever wanted to preach, write a prayer or offer something else special for worship? The Reaching In
Team is organizing the worship schedule until we have a new pastor and would love your help! Our theme after
Pentecost will be “Hope,” though we can work most offerings into the theme even if the offering is not directly
related. Please contact Rokko Jans at rokko@alaricjans.com if you wish to contribute your time and talents to
worship.

HEALTH NEWS
During this time of uncertainty surrounding corona virus, everyone is encouraged to practice the fundamentals of
prevention: thorough and frequent hand washing, use of hand sanitizers, and avoidance of touching one’s face.
To stay up-to-date on the COVID-19 issue, please visit: www.CDC.gov
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Prayer Requests
During the month of May, the UNA is holding the Lewiston church in prayer.

The Family of Judith Krieger – as they grieve Judith’s passing. She and her husband, Don, were
active members of our church when they lived in Gaylord.
Judy Falk – as she is back home after spending some time in the hospital.
Bo Leser – As he continues to experience health issues and is awaiting testing.
Kati Carlson & Family – as the family has undergone several health challenges.
Cleveann Wolf – as she is now in a memory care facility.
Ilah Weaver – as she recovers at home from forehead surgery.
Doug Fopma – as he is fighting for his life from COVID-19. While he is recently off the ventilator,
he still has a long way to go.
Doug Galer – who is also hospitalized and fighting to recover from COVID-19.
All of those working on the frontline to fight COVID-19, those that are considered
essential workers, those without jobs, those ill, and those affected by this pandemic in
anyway.
Jeannine Wambold’s son-in-law, Jordan - who is recovering at home from broken ribs and a
punctured lung after a fall.
Norman Reim - Rokko’s bandmate, as he recovers from recent surgery.
Don Storing’s longtime friend, Eric Larsen – as he navigates his recent stage IV lung and brain
cancer diagnosis.
Lani English and Family – as they grieve the passing of Lani’s cousin, Adam.
Margaret Soller – as she grieves the loss of her twin sister, Liz.
Marcus and Samantha Fray – as they navigate Marcus’s recent ALS diagnosis. Marcus is
married to George and Judy Dunn’s granddaughter. He is in his thirties with two small children.
Rev. Ginny Titus and Family
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Birthdays
4
8
10
15
17
17
22
24
25
26
31

Pat Sepura
Brenda Brummel
George Dunn
Norm Dressel
Lani English
Don Storing
Pat Dressel
Julia Chwatun
Mackenzie Fobar
Roy Wolf
Alaina Anderson

Anniversaries
14
20
25

Todd & Jody Chwatun
Rollie & Louanne Spearman
Pete Amar & Mary Fox
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MAY
Sunday

3

Monday

4
Virtual
Worship
10am

10

5

17
Virtual
Worship
10am

24

Virtual
Reaching Out,
1:00pm
(as needed)

19

Reaching
In (Zoom)
12:00pm

Memorial
Day

Reaching
In (Zoom)
12:00pm

20
Trustees
(Zoom)
9:30am

26

31
Virtual
Worship
10am

13

Reaching
In (Zoom)
12:00pm

25
Virtual
Worship
10am

Virtual
Reaching Out,
1:00pm

12

18

Wednesday

6

Reaching
In (Zoom)
12:00pm

11

Virtual
Mother’s Day
Worship
10am

Tuesday

Virtual
Reaching Out,
1:00pm
(as needed)

27
Virtual
Reaching Out,
1:00pm
(as needed)

Thursday

7

Friday

Saturday

1

2

8

9

15

16

22

23

29

30

Virtual
Bible Study,
11am

14
Virtual
Bible Study,
11am

21
Virtual
Bible Study,
11am

28
Virtual
Bible Study,
11am
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