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From Your Moderator “Phase Three”
Our “Search and Call” for a new pastor is entering an exciting and important
chapter. Phase One was the effort to complete an accurate and compelling
“church profile” to send out to the world, combining historical, financial, and
demographic data, along with information on our church’s operations and
values, as well as all that northern Michigan has to offer as a place to live.
This took a number of weeks to accomplish, but it was time well-spent, and
we have received high marks from various UCC sources, as well as from
prospective pastors, for the informational package that was developed. (This
is the type of work that UCC churches are encouraged to engage in every five
years or so, whether or not they are searching for a pastor.)
As soon as a synopsis of this profile was posted nationally by the United
Church of Christ, phase two began; we immediately were contacted by
several candidates who were interested in receiving the full church profile,
and subsequently to interview for the open position. Each candidate provides
a “ministerial profile” that contains biographical information, candidateauthored essays on relevant topics, professional recommendations outlining
both pastoral strengths and areas to work on, as well as conference approval
and background-check information. And we continue to received additional
candidate profiles as the process continues!

Continued on next page...
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From Your Moderator Continued...
Now the search committee is entering “phase three” of the search and call process: evaluating and interviewing
potential pastors. All of the candidates we are reviewing have obvious ministerial gifts, but some would appear to
be a better fit for our congregation than others. So some ministerial profiles are declined, some are kept on file, and
the most compelling have led us to arrange our first interviews. Preliminary dialogues will be conducted this month
using the internet “zoom” application; as our search gains focus we will eventually meet face to face.
Throughout this undertaking, we are receiving advice and guidance from our UCC mentor, Jody Betten of Traverse
City. And remember, when a candidate is eventually selected by the search committee, and introduced to all of us,
it is our entire congregation that has the final say on whether to welcome the candidate into our family. We pray for
God’s help in discerning who will best advance our church’s calling!

From Council and Trustees
Gifts We Receive and Gifts We Give
Our Reaching-In Team has identified “Fruits of the Spirit” as our sermon theme for this fall.
Coincidently, this is also the time of year that we ask church participants to review and renew their
commitment of financial gifts in support of our church ministries and mission. In the next week or two,
each family will receive a personalized letter asking you to consider your stewardship commitment for the
coming year.
Stewardship is not just about money and it is very much about money. We cannot be effective
stewards of all God’s gifts without also faithfully managing and sharing the financial resources God has
given us. For our money and our wealth are blessings from God as surely as all other gifts in our lives:
joy, goodness, peace, love, kindness, gentleness, patience, self-control, and faithfulness.
As we reflect on God’s gifts in our lives, let us also remember that when we allow God’s gifts
to flow through us we emulate God the giver. The gifts we give are gifts from God that flow through
us, as a conduit more than a catch basin of God’s good gifts. We are participants in something larger
than us. God’s giving began before us and will continue long after us. We are invited to participate in
this generosity of spirit, for our participation reflects the generosity of the initial giver who set grace in
motion.
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More from Trustees...
The Trustees have decided that the weekly donation envelopes are too expensive to order for 2020.
More contributors are giving on a monthly basis and with the change in the tax laws, fewer families
itemize the charity deductions on their income taxes. Fewer persons are using the blue envelopes
than in the past. Some packets are still waiting to be used for 2019.
The financial secretary will still maintain the donor numbers and track the donations for each week and the
year. The white envelopes in the church pews will be tracked for the contributions. If you contribute by
Check, you always have your own record.
We are researching envelope styles, prices, and will choose the best choice for our use. This is also a way to go
green for the church.
- Mary Sanders, Chair Trustees
Trustees are working on the budget for the coming fiscal year and need all the committees to submit the cost
that is needed to be part of the 2020 budget. It would be appreciated if that information is provided by Wednesday,
Sept 18 as the Trustee meeting will be Thursday.

Church Financials
Your Council has asked that Trustees begin to report church income and expenses in our Newsletter. At various times, we
have included such information in the church bulletin, but discontinued as it seemed unwelcoming to visitors
Because we’ve experienced some delay in receiving reports for the last couple of months (this will soon be corrected), we’re
starting with information through May, 2019.
INCOME
JAN 1 – MAY 30, 2019
Tithes / Offerings
$33,068
Other Operating Income $ 1,871
Total Operating Income
EXPENSES
Staffing
$27,403
Facility (excludes windows)
$ 8,134
All other operating costs
$ 3,960
Total Operating Expenses
Net Operating Income (shortfall)

$34,940

$39,497
$(4,558)

*Please note that operating expenses are based on the budget approved each year at our church annual meeting. Note
also that the figures shown above do not include restricted income (contributions designated for and passed along to special
ministries such as Food Pantry, Our Church’s Wider Ministry (OCWM), Kidz on a Mission, etc.). Figures also exclude the
special window replacement project.
More information can be found in Trustee minutes which are posted monthly to the members’ (password protected) side of our
website. As a reminder, the password is the same as our church’s zip code.
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NEW THEME FOR AUTUMN WORSHIP
As kids return to school and we look forward to the changing of the leaves, our congregation will be
exploring a new worship theme for September, October and November. “Fruits of the Spirit”, based
on Galatians 5:22-23, will be our focus. Each week, we will concentrate on aspects of the fruits, as
named in Galatians: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and
self-control. Rokko Jans will preach the first sermon in our new series on Sunday, September 8.
The Reaching In and Reaching Out Committees met twice in July and August to discuss and plan
upcoming worship themes. “Fruits of the Spirit” is the theme for the fall. Advent will be celebrated
in worship throughout December. In January, February and March, our worship will explore spiritual
themes that are important to our different ages in life.
The Reaching In Team invites anyone who might like to preach to volunteer. Volunteers are
responsible for the sermon and can plan as much or as a little of the service as they wish. Members of
the Reaching In Team will work with preaching volunteers to provide everything from liturgy needs
to theme specific Bible readings.
Please contact Miriam Hollar at Miriam.Hollar@gmail.com if you are interested.

Kidz on a Mission
Kidz on a Mission will be starting up again on September 8th. This class which is for the older youth
of the church will be meeting at 9:30 in the basement of the church. The goal of the class is to learn and serve. We
will be studying various aspects of our beliefs and then going out to practice what we have learned. This means
going out into our own church and community as well as going to Detroit to also learn and serve.
The year will start with us finishing up last year’s study of world religions as we look at Judasim and Islam.
We hope to go visit houses of worship for both of these religions. Then, as Christmas approaches, we will be doing
Advent through movies as we use some of the Christmas classic movies to look at the meaning of Christmas. We
would encourage class members to bring friends as well as those in our church to bring younger family members as
well as neighbors’ children to participate in this dynamic learning experience.
If you have any questions, or would like to volunteer to help, please contact Brenda Brummel at
810-623-1691 or brendabrummel@me.com.
SOCKS – The Kidz on a Mission will be collecting socks from now until their annual trip downstate the first
weekend in December. One of the items we noticed last year that was most requested and most missing were socks
for people to be able to obtain at One Stop Shop. So, please, go through your sock drawer and bring in socks that you
don’t need and that are still in good condition. These can be any size and for any age. If you would like to buy some
socks to contribute, we would suggest children’s socks, as we think we will have a predominance of used adult socks
donated. There will be a box in Fellowship Hall for collecting the socks. THANKS!
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Church Picnic
On September 8, after Worship, the entire congregation is invited to our annual
church picnic. Last year was a rousing success and nothing less is expected this
year. The Women’s Fellowship is providing the hamburgers. A sign up sheet is
located in Fellowship Hall for food items needed. Baked beans, salads and other
picnic must have treats have been planned. If any one wants to help with food or
labor, please sign up.
Everyone should bring their own reusable table settings from home: plates, cutlery,
cups and napkins. Last year, we were very successful in producing minimal trash
for such a large gathering of our church family as we continue to focus on being an
ecologically aware church.
See you on SEPTEMBER 8TH as we gather for good fellowship and great food!
(Should it rain, the picnic will take place in Fellowship Hall.)
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School of Love
Much to Love in the School of Love
Our School of Love invites all children in preschool through sixth grade to join us on Sunday’s
mornings during worship (immediately following the Children’s Moment). We have a wonderful
team of volunteers (which we’re always seeking to expand) who are helping to cultivate and
develop the most loving version of our children possible. Our weekly studies closely parallel our
church sermon themes. From September through November we will focus on the nine different
gifts or fruits of the spirit: goodness, peace, love, joy, kindness, faithfulness, self-control,
patience, and gentleness. On the fourth Sunday of each month we’re planning special joint lessons
that will involve both our older youth (Kidz on a Mission) and our School of Love participants.
Occasionally, these joint lessons will involve a local field trip.
New children are always welcome to join in on any lesson at any time. Consider inviting friends
or offer to bring neighborhood kids along with you to church some Sunday!

Recruiting Additional School of Love Volunteers
If you enjoy the adventure and entertainment that comes from working with children, you might
want to consider volunteering as a teacher on Sundays for our School of Love. If you’ve observed
that most of our teacher volunteers are women, rest assured it’s not a requirement … we welcome
male volunteers as well! The only “requirement” is a passion for kids – we can help to support the
rest by providing lesson materials and teaching volunteers what they need to know. If you’d like
to visit a School of Love class or two before deciding, you’re more than welcome. We encourage
anyone who might have an interest to contact Mary Fox, our current School of Love coordinator,
at maryfox32@yahoo.com.
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Person of the Month
Sallie Anderson
Many little girls dream of what they want their future to be. Some fulfill those dreams, some don’t, and some
regret those dreams and replace them with others as they mature. Sallie Anderson is one of the lucky ones who had her
childhood wishes fulfilled and she hasn’t regretted it for a moment.
“I knew from an early age I wanted to be a teacher, get married and have a wonderful husband,” she said. “I can’t
imagine life being anything but a teacher. I didn’t see any other path that seemed better or more exciting.”
Sallie was born on the south side of Indianapolis. Her father was a teacher and her mother managed the school
cafeteria. Sallie said her father’s profession didn’t influence her strong desire to become a teacher, but the pull toward
education may have been in her blood, because one of her two brothers also became a teacher.
The first step to fulfilling her wishes occurred while she was in high school.
“I met Rod at a YMCA camp that provided leadership training,” she said. “He is a wonderful husband and a
wonderful cook. He cooks for me every night. I can cook, but I like to bake. We both went to Ball State University and
we both became teachers. We graduated on Saturday and the next Saturday we got married. We’ve been married 52
years.”
With all her wishes fulfilled in one package, Sallie and Rod taught in Indiana for four years - a couple of years in
Marion and a couple in Maconaquah.
“We left Indiana when I was 26 and we came here to Gaylord,” Sallie said. “We had vacationed in the Upper
Peninsula and my husband liked to fish and hunt. He only applied for jobs north of Clare. Rod taught vocational
engineering at Gaylord High School. I stayed home with the children until they went to school.”
The couple had their first son the year they moved to Gaylord and their second son about three years later. They
have two grandchildren. Sallie considers it a blessing her children decided to stay in the Gaylord area.
“I was subbing for about four years, then I taught one year of kindergarten and 22 years of first grade at South
Maple School,” she said.
Sallie said she had been raised in the Southport Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), which had much the same
philosophy of being welcoming and open to all people as First Congregational.
“Helen Crandall brought me to this church,” she said. “The Crandalls are so generous. They invited us to stay
at their place the first day we arrived in Gaylord. I have been connected to this church about 40 years. My church is my
priority. I love what it stands for and it’s where I spend all my volunteer time.”
There was one time after the couple moved to Gaylord that their wishes for the future conflicted.
“I thought we’d only live here a few years, then move back to Indiana to be closer to my parents,” Sallie said.
“Rod thought we’d move to the U.P.”
Like all loving couples they found a way to compromise. They stayed in Gaylord so Rod would be close to the
U.P. and they spend considerable time with Sallie’s parents.
“We spend at least six weeks of the year with my parents - vacations, spring breaks, holidays,” Sallie said.
The Andersons have many leisure time activities they share and some they do separately.
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“We have been going to Maui every winter for six weeks for about 12 years,” Sallie said. “It’s my favorite place.
One time a group of friends, six teachers, went to Maui. It’s like a paradise. The beaches are wonderful, the weather
is perfect - we grille a lot and snorkle. For our 50th anniversary we took the whole family. We didn’t want a big party.
We’ll keep going as long as we can handle the plane rides.”
They have traveled to Washington D.C. They have gone to Fort Myers Beach in Florida a number of times when
their children were on spring breaks. The couple also enjoy riding the Traverse City-Petoskey bike trails, and spending
time with their family.
“I don’t like hunting, but I do a lot of reading,” Sallie said. “I go to an exercise class at the Powerhouse Gym
with a group of women Monday and Friday and we go out for coffee afterwards. I come to this Bible study group and
another Bible study which is non-denominational and held in someone’s home.”
Sallie is content with her life, but has a wish for other parents.
“I just wish they could spend the first five years of their children’s lives at home instead of working,” she said.
Sallie also has a passionate wish for our country.
“I’m very distraught about the state of our country,” she said. “I think we should stop the fear and hate being
spread in our country.”
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Going Green(er) by Saving Energy
In keeping with our sermon series on “Loving Our Planet”, we’re always looking for ways to
reduce our church’s carbon footprint. The Trustees have identified an opportunity to lower energy consumption, making us “greener” in two ways: 1) helping our planet by using less fossil fuel; and 2) saving
money by reducing air conditioning demands. The key is to close curtains and blinds when the Fellowship Hall is not in use. By reducing radiant heat produced when sun streams through the windows, the
Fellowship Hall stays cooler, reducing the demand on our air conditioning system and in turn lowering our
energy use and our electric bills. Insulated curtains already adorn the three large fellowship hall windows,
and we’ll install blinds on the west-facing kitchen windows in the near future. (Reduce splatter by raising
the blinds while the sink is in use.)

If you are the last one to leave the Fellowship Hall, please close window curtains and
blinds … that’s all it takes to shower our planet with a little more love.
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“VEGGIES, EGGS AND A SIDE OF HOPE.”
This year CROP WALK celebrates its 50th Anniversary!! This is Gaylord’s 39th year to be a part of this nationwide effort to
bring awareness to the 821 million people around the world who are hungry. 60% of the people suffering from hunger
are women. 12% of US households face food insecurities.
The Gaylord CROP Walk has raised $304,479.00 through 2018; $76,120.00 has gone to the OTSEGO COUNTY FOOD PANTRY,
which represents 25% of the total money raised. Nationwide, in 2018, $8,300,000.00 was raised.
Our theme this year will include combinations of the numbers “5” and “50” for our local walk; please be innovative in using
these numbers to highlight our 50th Anniversary (ie: $5.00 or $50.00 donations for each envelope; 50 walkers; groups of
5 with a theme….)
The Gaylord Area CROP HUNGER WALK will be held Sunday, September 15th, 2019, at St. Andrew Episcopal Church, 525
Weiss Street, Gaylord, MI. Registration/Welcome/Walk will begin at 1:30 PM. You may walk at another time (if that’s
necessary) but please make sure you record your effort and turn in the appropriate information. Online donations can
be made through www.crophungerwalk.org/gaylordmi.
For further information, contact your local church or agency coordinator, or Rev. Pam Lynch, St. Andrew Episcopal Church,
989/732-4163 or standrews49735@gmail.com
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First Congregational Church
218 W. Second St
Gaylord, MI 49735

Saturday:
Fill a bag for $1.00!!!
Fill a large bag for
$2.00!!!

11

~ Ministry Opportunities ~
WANTED:
We are looking for an individial willing to help track and acknowledge memorial gifts. If you have any interest, please
contact the office or let Mary Sanders know!
Have you ever wanted to preach, write a prayer or offer something else special for worship? The Reaching In Team is
organizing the worship schedule until we have a new pastor and would love your help! Our theme for the next three
months is “Fruit of the Spirit” though we can work most offerings in to the theme even if the offering is not directly
related. Please contact Miriam Hollar at miriam.hollar@gmail.com if you wish to contribute your time and talents to
worship.
LITURGIST:
We need liturgists for the month of December
If you can do most weeks of the month, we can fill in with someone else if you know you’ll be absent/unavailable. Any
help is appreciated. Please let Jessica know if you are willing!
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Announcements
Nursery Available for Church Families
• You probably know that we invite children (preschool through sixth grades) to participate in our School of Love
each Sunday immediately following the Children’s Time. But did you know that we also have a nursery option
available for younger children, birth through age four? Helen Mate has assembled a team of adult volunteers who
are available to staff the nursery (located in the fellowship hall) which is now equipped with supplies they might
need to care for little ones during our worship service. PLEASE help us get the word out for the benefit of any
young families who might want to visit us.
•

If you have an interest in being added to our team of nursery volunteers, please contact Helen Mate. Thank you,
Helen, for coordinating this important ministry.

•

Women’s Fellowship has announced their Annual Rummage Sale dates! Please mark your calendars for
September 13th and 14th. Start cleaning out your basements, closets, and garages!

•

Save the Dates!

•

Please join the Community Meal on Sept. 20th in honoring the life of Scott Boughner. Invite your friends and
neighbors as this will be his memorial dinner.

CROP Walk Sunday, 09/15/2019
UNA Meeting in Alpena 09/21/2019 - come learn about UCC origin and heritage
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Prayer Requests
This month, the UNA is holding the Benzonia Church in prayer.

The Hauschild Family – as they grieve the loss of their 21-year-old son, Tag
The Boughner Family - as they grieve Scott’s passing.
Mirja “Miss Sue” Hoeft – as she recovers from a fractured leg at McReynold’s Hall.
Rev. Ginny Titus
Pat Dressel and her daughter Sarah - Pat is suffering from back issues and Sarah is
scheduled for foot surgery in August.
Pat Dressel’s grandson, Bryce Bevil – as he is in hospital battling severe
complications from pneumonia, including kidney failure.
Rev. Toby Jones - as he recovers from back surgery

See the prayer request / joys sheet in the Narthex to add to this list. If someone
has been inadvertently omitted or if it is time to remove a name, please let the church
office know.
If you know of any one who is in need of prayer or a pastoral visit at home or in
the hospital, please contact the Church Office at or office@firstuccgaylord.org.
The request will be passed on to the Reaching In Team which is taking on those
responsibilities until we have a new pastor.
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SEPtember Schedule
DATE

September 1

September 8

September 15

LITURGIST

Don Storing

Don Storing

Don Storing

September 22

NEEDED

September 29

Don Storing

USHER/GREETER

COFFEE HOUR

Chuck Falk and Mardee Helen Mate & Vicky
Rigney
Storing

Laura Bantens & Helen
Crandall
Dave Henson &
Margaret Hafner

Church Picnic

Carol & Bo Leser

Cathy Otto & Margaret Mona Viviano & Mary Sue
Hafner

Pat Sepura

Cathy Otto

Birthdays
3
11
13
14
17
19
19
20
25

Amallia Kassuba
Louanne Spearman
Stephanie Kalember
Gage Boughner
Chuck Falk
Carol Leser
Helen Mate
George Lienerth
Judy Dunn

Anniversaries
11
15
20

Don & Mardee Storing
Kay and Jim Boughner
Joe and Lani English
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SEPTEMBER
Sunday
1

Monday
2

Tuesday
3

Wednesday
4

Labor Day
Worship, 10am

8
Worship, 10am
Church Picnic
immediately
following
worship
15

9

10

6

Saturday
7

Community
Meal, 5pm

12
13
Bible Study,
Community
11am
Rummage Sale Rummage Sale Rummage Sale Reaching In,
Meal, 5pm
Prep
Prep
Prep
Rummage
12:15pm
Kidz on Key,
Sale, 8am
6pm

14
Rummage
Sale, 8am

16

17

18

19
20
21
Trustees, 9am Community
Bible Study,
Meal in
11am
honor of Scott
Kidz on Key,
Boughner,
6pm
5pm

23

24

25

26

Salad
Luncheon,
11:30am

Worship, 10am

29

5
Bible Study,
11am
Women’s
Fellowship,
12:15pm

Friday

11

Worship, 10am
Reaching Out,
11:30am

22

Thursday

Church Book
Club, 1pm

Bible Study,
11am
Kidz on Key,
6pm

27

28

Community
Meal, 5pm

30

Worship, 10am
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