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From Your Moderator We are the oldest church in Gaylord! In the last 145 years, we have transitioned time after
time to a new pastor, so as much as we miss Toby, we are in a familiar place. One thing we’ve
learned over the years is that the interim time between pastors is an intentional season. It is a
time for reflection on who we are now, who is our neighbor, who is God calling us to become.
Yes, the search for a new pastor is employment work, but it is also spiritual work. It is infused
with prayerful attention to God’s direction.
Our Council has already met once with United Church of Christ Associate Conference
Minister Cheryl Burke, who guided us through this process just a few years ago. At that time,
based on our work as a congregation and the profile we prepared, she thought Toby Jones
would be a good fit for us. We are grateful for her discernment, and confident she will be just
as helpful this time around. We can build on the work we have already done with her.
There will be a short meeting of the church on Sunday May 12 in the Fellowship Hall at
the beginning of our coffee hour, at 11:15 AM. The purpose of the meeting will be for the
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congregation to approve, according to our church by-laws, the empowering of the Council to
act as the search committee, just as we did for our last search.
Perhaps a “designated” pastor will be called as before; then, after a year, if the pastor and the
church wish to pursue the question, the entire congregation would vote on acceptance.
Or, there are other options the Council will work through. For example, a “settled” pastor
would begin the partnership right away. Remember, the congregation as a whole always
has the final say. Throughout the process, we will have the support and guidance of our
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conference.
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Church Service: Sunday: 10:00 am

From Your Moderator Continued...
In the meantime, one of the strengths of our church is its self-sufficiency. We have many able ministers among us, some who have led us through
worship before, during Pastor Susan’s sabbatical and during our last transition period. We have the blessing of having Miriam Hollar a member of
our church, who is ordained in Louisiana, and is going through the process of receiving her Michigan credentials through the UCC so that she can
perform the Sacrament of Communion in our church for the interim period. We have wonderful “supply” ministers available from the UCC to help
us out whenever we need them.
We are so grateful for all the work Toby did these last years to strengthen our church. Once accomplishment has been the streamlining of our
committee structure, and the filling of leadership roles with dedicated, focused individuals. Our Reaching In team has already begun mapping out
the next couple of months of worship, and you can look forward to some meaningful sermons (and great music, too!)
We are a special church with a lot to offer. Somewhere, someone is looking for a church just like us, to join us and shepherd us into the next chapter
of our journey. Let us look into our hearts, strengthen our faith, and let the unseen hand of the Father guide our path, that we may continue to do His
will in the world.

From Reaching Out...
Our church Reaching Out Team is working on a number of mission projects. Last month the children’s offering went to One
Great Hour of Sharing. Brenda did a video presentation on water and how underdeveloped countries have a lack of good clean water.
$297 was collected. We will continue to work on our planet earth.
Toby was such a big part and inspiration to the Reaching Out team. We and our church will miss him. Blessings and all the
best for Toby, LJ and Eloise are extended.
Vicky
Meeting Recorder

From Women’s Fellowship...
April 23rd we had our first salad luncheon. It was a great success! Because I’m the “money taker” I have the privilege of
greeting every guest that comes through the door. After that our church family wows them with hospitality and good food. It was at
this luncheon that many of our frequent guests first heard, our pastor (Toby) had left. Many talked to me about it. They expressed
surprise and sadness for our loss.
Many of our friends gave us encouragement that we can go forward. As a number of them stood talking to me, they said
“This is one church we don’t worry about. You are strong, have a good sense of community, and wonderful people that go here.” This
made me feel good and PROUD of who we are and what we do. I know we will continue to work hard. Together we will continue our
presence in the community we so love.
I’d like to end with this:
It is the Lord who goes before you. He will be with you. He will not fail you. Do not fear or be dismayed.
-Deuteronomy 31:8

Thank you,
Vicky
2

From Your TrusTees...
The windows are being installed now! What an improvement! As stated earlier, when the job is completed, the
remaining balance of $5816.00 is due.
Please help us by searching your hearts and pockets for the needed funds for the window project. Donations
during the month of May are vital. Thank you for generous gifts to our church!
Mary Sanders, Chair

From Building and Grounds...

Soon we’ll be scheduling our Spring clean-up. This was a particularly hard winter on everyone, including the
church grounds. We’ll need a lot of help raking, repairing the sod that always gets damaged from snow plowing, and
there are a lot of branches from our trees and bushes that need to be pruned. Let’s get Gaylord’s oldest church all spruced
up for whoever will be our next pastor and the congregants that will support her/him!
Don and George

A Note from Judy Bird...
Dear Church Family:
The past two years with you was such a blessing to Lee and I. Thank you again for your kind remembrances and
prayerful support since his passing last December.
I will be moving back downstate in May, returning to Warren where we raised our family.
Toby’s inspiring ministry meant so much to us, and we always looked forward to the music ministry of Rokko, Toby,
Joanna, and Sandra each Sunday.
We marvel at the commitment to mission of the membership. You will all be greatly missed.
May the Lord Bless and Keep You,
Judy Bird
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Tips for Loving the Planet...

Thank you for doing everything you can to love our precious planet!
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Kidz on a mission
Please enjoy some of the moments captured at the annual Cinco de Mayo fundraiser!
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KIDZ ON A MISSION

Thanks to many of you the Third Annual
Kidz on a Mission dinner - this year with a Cinco
de Mayo theme was a huge success. The food for
the most part prepared by Laura Korff and her
culinary arts classes was delicious Mexican fare.
A huge thank you to Mirjia Hoeft, Helen Mate and
Shirley Matevia for helping with the desserts. Also,
thanks goes to parents, including the alumni parents
of KayLyn and Deniis Jeakle for all of their help.
Thanks to Reese Jeakle for returning to help. The
class particularly want to thank the Otsego Grand,
Patti Binette, WalMart, Meijer, and Save-A-Lot.
Also, thanks to Kohl’s for not only providing five
helpers, but giving us a generous donation. The
entertainment portion would not have been possible
without our very own Rokko and Joanna! The
monies that were raised will allow these kids to go
on learning and serving.

On Sunday, April 28th, the Kidz on a
Mission were joined by the School of Love for a
morning at the Pigeon River Count Discovery
Center. There was a lesson on indigenous religion,
a medicine bag with crafts and reminders of the
lesson, and a hike. Our hostesses, Rudi and Sandi
Edel, fixed hot dogs and we even had s’mores.
Thanks to Helen Mate, Lani English, Mirja Hoeft
and Roger Brummel for helping with this project.
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~ Ministry Opportunities ~

WANTED:
We are looking for an individial willing to help track and acknowledge memorial gifts. If you have any interest, please
contact the office or let Mary Sanders know!
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Person of the Month
Helen Mate
Helen Mate was born over 4,000 miles from Gaylord, and she lived in five locations in Lower Michigan before she took
permanent residence in Gaylord in 2014. But Gaylord provided a constant thread throughout Helen’s life because of her familial and
spiritual ties to the First Congregational Church.
“I’ve come here my whole life,” she said. “My grandfather was the minister of this church for 25 years. He was given a
property with a house by Otsego Lake, so we would stay there when we visited. My grandfather left the property to my mother and
my mother left it to me.”
When Helen’s parents retired to Gaylord, her father acted as interim pastor to the Congregational and other area churches to
fill in for ministers who were ill, on vacation or otherwise unable to serve their church.
“I was born in Hanapepe, Hawaii,” Helen said. “My father was a (Congregational) minister and he had his first church there.
We left when I was a year old, because I was the first granddaughter and the family hadn’t seen me.”
Her parents moved to Almont where they stayed until Helen was 15, then to Olivet where she lived until she went to Eastern
Michigan University. She graduated in 1964.
“I majored in special education,” she said. “There was a lady in Almont who taught special education I really respected. At
that time there was not a lot of things women could do - teacher, nurse, secretary - but my mother was a teacher, so I probably would
have done it anyway.”
After graduating from Eastern Michigan, Helen married and they moved to Wayne, near Metro Airport. They eventually had
three children. Later Helen moved to Westland with her children.
“I pretty much taught first and second grade,” she said. “I didn’t get to teach special education until my last seven years in
teaching.”
Her focus was on school, her children, attending their sports event, involvement in a teacher’s society and church. But she,
her two sons and her daughter returned to Northern Michigan every year to share very special summers.
“I worked cooking for camps at Arbutus Lake near Traverse City,” she said. “My kids loved it. They got to go to camp all
summer. My daughter became a counselor.”
After her children were grown, Helen had a bit of adventure, spending three summers working at the Barn Theater in New
London, New Hampshire.
“For a time thought it would be great to be a costume designer,”she said. “I cooked for them and helped with costumes. My
cousin worked there on set design. He worked in New York doing set design and taught set design at the University of Texas. There
were a lot of international counselors. I met one of my best friends at camp. I went on my most favorite trip with her in 2014.”
But as great as costume design sounded, Helen decided to be practical. She returned to her teaching job and remained until she
retired a year before she moved to Gaylord.
“I decided to move to Gaylord because my children lived nearby,” she said. “My siblings live in other states and they were
glad I inherited the property because they had some place to stay when they visited. My kids love coming here too.”
Helen said she had already developed many friendships at First Congregational - too many to list, according to her - in the
many years she had attended when she was in the area. It was an easy transition to serve the church.
“I’m responsible for organizing the bulletin board,” she said. “I serve on the UCC United Northern Church Ministry
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committee and the Women’s Fellowship and Reaching In committees. I attend the Women’s Bible Study and church Book Club. I
help with luncheons and kitchen cleanup.”
Helen is also very active in the American Association of University Women. “I like cooking, crafting, gardening in my
yard,” she said. “I like going to the beach when it’s warm.”
And Helen is having her fair share of adventures these days. She has just returned from her second trip to Mexico, once to
Cabo and once to Puerto Vallarta.
“I couldn’t travel much when the kids were at home, but in 1995 I went back to Hawaii with my parents to see where I was
born and the house where we lived,” she said. “Usually, once or twice a year, I go with three friends I worked with at school - a
psychologist, a nurse, a teacher - on trips in the United States to places like Florida, New Orleans.”
Helen has one other trip she would really like to take. “I’d like to travel to Wales,” she said. “My mother’s grandfather was
born in Wales. He was the first generation to come to this country.”
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Announcements
Nursery Available for Church Families
• You probably know that we invite children (preschool through sixth grades) to participate in our School of Love each Sunday
immediately following the Children’s Time. But did you know that we also have a nursery option available for younger children, birth
through age four? Helen Mate has assembled a team of adult volunteers who are available to staff the nursery (located in the fellowship
hall) which is now equipped with supplies they might need to care for little ones during our worship service. PLEASE help us get the
word out for the benefit of any young families who might want to visit us.
• If you have an interest in being added to our team of nursery volunteers, please contact Helen Mate. Thank you, Helen, for coordinating
this important ministry.
•

Community Meal could use help with groups and volunteers to host meals on May 10, 17, and 31st. If you can help, please contact Tony
at 989-390-3351 or email him tonyfobar.cmc@gmail.com.

•

As most of you know, our congregation is one of many here in Gaylord that shares in the responsibility for manning the Food Pantry
located in the United Way building. The pantry is open all five working days of the week between noon and two P.M. An average
day is probably about five to six individuals who come in for food to feed themselves or their whole family. As you can imagine, the
“customers” who visit the pantry are in pretty bad shape financially and probably more down in the dumps than the vast majority of us
have every known or hopefully will ever know. It is our privilege to serve these people and treat them as we would expect to be treated
if we were in their situation. It has been my job for the past several months to convince people to volunteer as helpers and so far, three
people, Mona Viviano, Margaret Hellenburg, and George Lienerth have been very helpful in allowing us to contribute to the Pantry’s
mission. We actually have two people from St. Mary’s who have been helping us on our designated days, Ron and Sally Nowak. Jill
Brazelton has also done a ton for us at the pantry, so let’s be sure to thank them. Let’s see if more of us can help. The more people
willing to help, the more good we can do at the pantry. If you would like to help out and experience the “warm fuzzies” of helping
someone truly in need, let me know. We have a few wonderfully committed regulars, but it would be even better if more folks from our
congregation could share this important work. Our next set of dates is: June 27th and 28th. Thank you! -Don Storing.

•

If you are not receiving regular emails from our office, please ask to be added to our email eblast list.

•

We are still in need of a couple more volunteers for mowing the church lawn. We would like enough so the commitment is only one
mowing per month.
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MAY Schedule
DATE

May 5

May 12

LITURGIST

USHER/GREETER

COFFEE HOUR

Don Storing

Maureen Derenzy &
Lorene Parshall

Don & Helen Crandall
George & Judy Dunn

Don Storing

Laura Bantens & D a v e H e n s o n , J o e
Louanne Spearman
Wambold, Bo Leser

NEEDED
May 19

May 26

Don Storing

Rod & Sallie
Anderson

Helen Mate & Vicky
Rigney

Pat Sepura & Mardee Margaret Hafner, Dave
Storing
Henson, & Louanne
Spearman

Birthdays
4
8
10
15
17
17
22
24
25
26
31

Pat Sepura
Brenda Brummel
George Dunn
Norm Dressel
Lani English
Don Storing
Pat Dressel
Julia Chwatun
Mackenzie Fobar
Roy Wolf
Alaina Anderson

Anniversaries
14
20
25

Todd & Jody Chwatun
Rollie & Louanne Spearman
Pete Amar & Mary Fox
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MAY
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday
1

Thursday
2

3
Bible Study,
11am
Women’s
Fellowship,
12:15pm
Kidz on Key,
6pm

5

6

7

8

9

Worship, 10am
Reaching Out,
11:30am
Kidz on a Mission
Dinner, 5pm

12

14

15

Worship, 10am

Trustees, 9:00am
Bible Study,
11am
Kidz on Key,
6pm

Mother’s Day

19

20

21

22

Worship, 10am
Council, 11:30am

26
Worship, 10am

16

23
Bible Study,
11am
Kidz on Key,
6pm

27

28

29

Memorial

Salad Luncheon,

Day

11:30am

Church Book
Club,
1pm

30
Bible Study,
11am
Kidz on Key,
6pm

Saturday
4

Community
Meal, 5pm

10
Bible Study,
11am,
Reaching In,
12:15pm
Kidz on Key,
6pm
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Friday

11

Community
Meal, 5pm

17

UNA, 10am

18

Community
Meal, 5pm

24

25

Community
Meal, 5pm

31
Community
Meal, 5pm
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