First Congregational
United Church of Christ
Gaylord

June 2019
We aim to embrace people at every age and every stage of life, and help them become
the most loving version of themselves possible.
From Your Moderator...........................1
Reaching Out........................................3
Trustees.................................................3
Kidz on a Mission.................................4
Person of the Month.............................6
Announcements....................................8
Schedule, Birthday,Anniversaries.......12
June Calendar......................................13

From Your Moderator As I write this, the Council nears completion of the first phase of our
“Search and Call,”for our next pastor, creating a comprehensive profile of our
church’s demographics, financial status, values and goals. Early in June, we
will have met once again with Associate Conference Minister Cheryl Burke,
who is our mentor and guide through the process, helping us craft our next
steps.
An important part of the undertaking is the personal reflection required
about where have been, where we are, and where we are going. Let me share
with you some personal reflections about the current state of our church.
1.
2.
3.
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4.
5.
6.
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We have long been known as a “welcoming” church. “No matter who
you are, are where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.”
We are Open and Affirming to the LGBTQ community
We do not require every congregant to share every belief with the
person sitting down the pew—or with the pastor
We respect other paths to the Divine besides our own Christian faith
We recognize there may be lessons we can learn from other faiths,
practices and schools of thought
We believe “God Is Still Speaking”
We hold the Holy Bible as a pillar of our faith, (though we do not
require “literal” belief)
Our mission statement (borrowed with permission from Brian
McLaren): “Our mission as a Christian community is to take people at
every age and ability level and help them become the most loving
version of themselves possible.”
Continued on next page...1

Church Service: Sunday: 10:00 am

From Your Moderator Continued...
9. We are self-sufficient. We do not require the Pastor to lead our weekly Bible study or our youth activities. For
several years, we have had member-led Sunday service about once a month, and most Sundays during
transitions and sabbaticals.
10. We have a stream-lined committee structure. There is a Board of Trustees, a Reaching Out team, a Reaching In
team, and a Council that includes representation from the other three committees.
11. Our Reaching Out Team focuses on service locally and world-wide, including UCC initiatives. The team has
helped choose themes for different times of year around which the entire church reflects, thus supplying
unifying topics for sermon series, for our “School of Love” (children), “Kidz on a Mission” (youth), etc. We are
known in our community as a church that reaches out; for example, through the free and donation-based weekly
Community Meal we have hosted for years, or the monthly Salad Luncheons to which all are invited which
raise funds for both church and community projects.
12. The annual activities of the “Kidz on a Mission” group include volunteering on a trip to inner city Detroit
13. Our Reaching In Team helps plan worship as well as supporting efforts for individual spiritual growth.
14. Our Council includes representatives from our other teams. It’s focus is on long-term strategy, leadership
development among the congregation, guidance during transitions, and pastoral support.
15. We value music in our services. We enjoy appropriate music from our hymnals, from popular culture, original
compositions, and encourage a variety of participants. We have a multi-generational singing group that supplies
some of the music for services as well as volunteer opportunities at senior centers and other community events.
16. We strive to be a “green” church. We have replaced paper napkins with cloth, and dispensed with plastic utensils
at our gatherings. We recently replaced the windows in our Fellowship Hall, which will reduce our carbon
footprint.

Some of the items on this list reflect long-term values of our church. Others are ways we have focused our
intentions in just the last several years. The list indicates a strong, loving and vibrant church—attractive to someone
who shares our values, a special destination for a pastor ready to join us on our journey of faith. We have been doing
good work in our church, and we are eager and excited about starting the next chapter!

2

From Your TrusTees...
For the months of January through May, $33,068 was given to the church for operations. This does not include
the special offerings. The bills paid for the first five months total $46,876.39. There is a difference of $13,808.39 from
donations and expenses for the first five months of this budget year. That is why your pledging is vital to realistic budget
planning for any given year.

Update on Parish House Window Project
Total Cost: $11,616.06
Donations: $3110.00 - this includes the Vern House Memorial & Palm Sunday Breakfast
Women’s Fellowship: $2000.00
The Building Fund: $5000.00
There is $1506.00 balance for the project - additional monies would be greatly appreciated!

From Reaching In and Out...
The Reaching In and the Reaching Out Teams are working on themes for the next
year starting in September.
If you have any suggestions, please email them to miriam.hollar@gmail.com. A list
will be compiled by the Teams for the congregation to vote on in late July.
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KIDZ ON A MISSION
Summer Sunday Fun!
During the summer months, our School of Love and Kidz on a Mission usually do not meet, but we have
decided to continue with classes for School of Love and to a limited extent Kidz on a Mission.
What will this involve?
On the First and Third Sunday, the School of Love will meet to watch video lessons, sing, have snacks, and do
a craft. On the Second Sunday, all the youth will join the Congregation for the outdoor service. On the Fourth Sunday,
the Kidz on a Mission and the School of Love will join to have a special lesson – off site.
So, to start off –
June 2 – School of Love – Pentecost June 9 – Everyone attend the Outdoor Service
June 16 – School of Love –Fruits of the Spirit
June 23 – Scavenger Hunt with both School of Love and Kidz on a Mission
June 30 – School of Love – Love, Love, Love

Come and join the fun! If you have questions or would like to help, please contact Brenda Brummel.
BRING YOUR FRIENDS!!!
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~ Ministry Opportunities ~
WANTED:
We are looking for an individial willing to help track and acknowledge memorial gifts. If you have any interest, please
contact the office or let Mary Sanders know!
Have you ever wanted to preach, write a prayer or offer something else special for worship? The Reaching In Team is
organizing the worship schedule until we have a new pastor and would love your help! Our theme for the next three
months is “A Church for All People” though we can work most offerings in to the theme even if the offerings is not
directly related. Please contact Miriam Hollar at miriam.hollar@gmail.com if you wish to contribute your time and
talents to worship.
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Person of the Month
Melissa Mannion
Melissa Mannion said her parents encouraged independence and travel. Her father modeled the courage to defy the status
quo if he thought it was unfair and he served others in need of aid. Melissa got their messages.
“I was raised a liberal Catholic,” she said. “My father, brother and sister marched with Martin Luther King from Selma to
Montgomery. They were into civil rights — my mother was a more conservative Catholic.”
Melissa said they were almost kicked out of their conservative Catholic church and school and they lost friends because of.
the family’s support of civil rights.
“My father moved us from the west side to the east side and a Catholic church with a very liberal priest,” she said. “We
were the minority there. I still keep in touch with some of the liberal nuns.”
Born in Saginaw, youngest of five children, Melissa attended a community college after she graduated from high school in
1975. She dreamed of traveling the world.
“My parents always had National Geographic magazines around the house and they were my favorite,” Melissa said. “I was
in Saginaw until I was 21. I would have left sooner, but I had spine surgery and it took a full year for recovery “
There is too little space to note all her travels and experiences, but they exhibit a fearless spirit in search of adventure. After
recovery, she and a friend hitchhiked to Vermont for a winter of skiing and working. They then decided to hitchhike around the East
Coast.
“In 1978 we ended up at the French Quarter in New Orleans — I loved it — then back to Michigan to surprise our mothers
on Mother’s Day,” Melissa said. “We then went to Bar Harbor. In Maine I worked as a carpenter assistant, making a barn into an ice
cream parlor, then scooping ice cream.”
After Maine they met Melissa’s sister in San Francisco, then traveled to Juneau, Alaska. “I was in Alaska for 16 years,”
Melissa said. “I held multiple jobs. I built a float home and lived in it three years. I decided to go back to college in Fairbanks to get
a Bachelor of Science and nursing, and finished my degree in Anchorage.” Melissa chose a profession of service, but the first job she
took was one of the most stressful in nursing.
“I worked in a thermal unit which deals with burns and frostbites,” she said. “The patients are in so much pain and you
cause them more pain when you treat them. It had a high nurse burnout rate. I lasted three years.”
When the Exxon Valdez oil spill occurred in Alaska, Melissa took a position at Exxon’s hospital unit to serve the 10,000 employees
hired to deal with the oil spill. She said she made more money at Exxon Valdez than any other job, so decided to travel to Africa.
“It wasn’t until we landed in Mombasa I realized I was by myself and thought, ‘Rule number one: trust no one,’” she said.
“Once I landed I realized I had to trust everyone because they had all the information.”
For the next six months Melissa traveled through 11 African countries. She went on numerous safaris, camping with lions.
hyenas, gorillas. and encountering deadly army ants. After a brief trip to Alaska, she returned to Africa to work at another hospital,
where the world’s first heart transplant had been performed.
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“I got to do more there than anywhere else — sutures, chest tubes, eight different intensive care units,” she said.
Eventually she returned to the U.S. While living in Austin, Texas in 2002 she decided to learn the violin in honor of her
grandparents.
“My grandfather was the choir director of St. Andrews in Saginaw,” she said. “My grandmother, who was from
Gaylord, played the violin and piano. I heard she once played in silent movie houses.”
In 2006 she visited her sister in Traverse City and accepted a position at Munson Medical Center. She now works
at Munson five days a week and spends weekends in Gaylord. She started coming to the Congregational Church over a
year ago and occasionally plays the violin in the church choir.
“I met Rokko (Jans) in 2006,” Melissa said. “I knew members of a band, Fresh Fossils, and he joined the band.
We were friends for years and one day we said, ‘Why don’t we start dating?’ He’s just the sweetest man I know.”
Melissa has been in pain daily since her spine surgery, but she controls it with physical exercise. Her indomitable
spirit ensured she didn’t let the pain prevent her from a life of adventure and nursing.
“I’m looking forward to future trips and vacations with Rokko and friends,” she said.
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Announcements
Nursery Available for Church Families
• You probably know that we invite children (preschool through sixth grades) to participate in our School of Love each Sunday
immediately following the Children’s Time. But did you know that we also have a nursery option available for younger children, birth
through age four? Helen Mate has assembled a team of adult volunteers who are available to staff the nursery (located in the fellowship
hall) which is now equipped with supplies they might need to care for little ones during our worship service. PLEASE help us get the
word out for the benefit of any young families who might want to visit us.
• If you have an interest in being added to our team of nursery volunteers, please contact Helen Mate. Thank you, Helen, for coordinating
this important ministry.
•

Women’s Fellowship has announced their Annual Rummage Sale dates! Please mark your calendars for September 13th and 14th. Start
cleaning out your basements, closets, and garages!

•

As most of you know, our congregation is one of many here in Gaylord that shares in the responsibility for manning the Food Pantry
located in the United Way building. The pantry is open all five working days of the week between noon and two P.M. An average
day is probably about five to six individuals who come in for food to feed themselves or their whole family. As you can imagine, the
“customers” who visit the pantry are in pretty bad shape financially and probably more down in the dumps than the vast majority of us
have every known or hopefully will ever know. It is our privilege to serve these people and treat them as we would expect to be treated
if we were in their situation. It has been my job for the past several months to convince people to volunteer as helpers and so far, three
people, Mona Viviano, Margaret Hellenburg, and George Lienerth have been very helpful in allowing us to contribute to the Pantry’s
mission. We actually have two people from St. Mary’s who have been helping us on our designated days, Ron and Sally Nowak. Jill
Brazelton has also done a ton for us at the pantry, so let’s be sure to thank them. Let’s see if more of us can help. The more people
willing to help, the more good we can do at the pantry. If you would like to help out and experience the “warm fuzzies” of helping
someone truly in need, let me know. We have a few wonderfully committed regulars, but it would be even better if more folks from
our congregation could share this important work. Our next set of dates is: June 27th and 28th, August 5th & 6th Thank you! -Don
Storing.

•

If you are not receiving regular emails from our office, please ask to be added to our email eblast list.
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Prayer Requests
This month, the UNA is holding the Alpena Church in prayer.

The Hauschild Family – as they grieve the loss of their 21-year-old son, Tag
Mona Viviano and her family – as they grieve the loss of her sister, Niona
Williams.
Mary Sanders – as she is home now from hospital and recovering.
Mirja “Miss Sue” Hoeft – as she recovers from a fractured leg at McReynold’s Hall.
Paul and Marilyn Kaczanowski and Family – as they grieve the loss of Paul’s
stepdad, Chuck.
The Family of Elizabeth Marks - as they grieve her passing.
Abby Heybor – Pat Dressel’s friend’s niece who was recently diagnosed with
brain cancer.
Gasper Sanchez – Vicky Rigney’s brother who recently had a kidney transplant.

See the prayer request / joys sheet in the Narthex to add to this list. If someone
has been inadvertently omitted or if it is time to remove a name, please let the Pastor
or church office know.

If you know of any one who is in need of prayer or a pastoral visit at home or in
the hospital, please contact the Church Office at or office@firstuccgaylord.org.
The request will be passed on to the Reaching In Team which is taking on those
responsibilities until we have a new pastor.
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A Beautiful Thank You
Girl Scout Troops #8566, 4859, 4677
left a lovely arrangement along with toilet paper and paper towel as a thank you for allowing us to
use fellowship hall.
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Annual Meeting Photo

Our beloved “Church Ladies” at UCC Women’s Annual Meeting

“Church Ladies” at UCC Women’s Annual Meeting
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JUNE Schedule
DATE

June 2

LITURGIST

USHER/GREETER

COFFEE HOUR

Mary Fox

Joe & Lani English

Joe & Jeannine Wambold
Bill & Maxine Dely

Mary Fox

D a v e H e n s o n & Mardee Storing & Pat
Margaret Hafner
Sepura

Mary Fox

Cathy Otto & Kathy
Arnold

Father’s Day Pies

June 23

Mary Fox

NEEDED

Cathy Otto & Evelyn Pratt

June 30

Mary Fox

NEEDED

Mary Fox & Pete Amar

June 9

June 16

Birthdays
4
6
7
9
11
17
21
21
23

Jenna English
Jim Boughner
Vicky Rigney
Katie Amar-Fox
Kynzie House
Erin Rigney
Meredith Anderson
Gavin Ball
Mary Fox

Anniversaries
3
9
10
21
23
30

Rod & Sallie Anderson
Don & Helen Crandall
Aaron & Laura Hotelling
Steve & Lori Ferguson
Terry & Diane House
George & Judy Dunn
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JUNE
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1

2

3

4

5

6

Worship, 10am
Reaching In &
Reaching Out,
11:30am

9

10

11

12

17

18

19

Father’s Day

Worship, 10am

20
Trustees, 9am
Bible Study,
11am
Kidz on Key,
6pm

Worship, 10am
Council, 11:30am

23

13
Bible Study,
11am
Reaching In,
12:15pm
Kidz on Key,
6pm

Worship, 10am

16

7
Bible Study,
11am,
Women’s
Fellowship
12:15pm
Kidz on Key,
6pm

24

25

26

Salad Luncheon,
11:30am

Church Book
Club,
1pm

27
Bible Study,
11am
Kidz on Key,
6pm

8
Community
Meal, 5pm

14

UNA, 10am

15

Community
Meal, 5pm

21

22

Community
Meal, 5pm

28

29

Community
Meal, 5pm

30
Worship, 10am
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