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From Your Moderator - 

“Phase Two”

 Our church’s transition period during our pastoral “search and call” has 

been a productive time in the life of our congregation. The “intentional” aspect 

of creating our church profile—which reflects on our history, our values, our 
goals, our strengths and weaknesses, our “reaching in” and “reaching out 

work,” our demographic and financial status, and the attributes of northern 
Michigan life—is a strengthening exercise that keeps us fresh and focused. In 
fact, the UCC recommends that congregations engage in this exercise every 
five years or so, whether or not they are looking for a pastor!
 As a reminder, our completed church profile is now posted on the 
“members only” portion of our website, and you can peruse it using the 

password “49735.”

 The profile was posted nationally through the UCC office, and our 
search committee has in turn begun receiving profiles from pastors who are 
expressing interest in joining us for the next leg of our journey! I call this 
“phase two” of the the search and call process, and it is indeed an exciting time 
as we ponder the possibilities going forward.

 We are guided on this path by two highly qualified mentors from the 
United Northern Association of the Michigan UCC Conference. Many of you 

know Cheryl Burke from the workshops she led during our last search and 

call, and the many visits she and her children have made to our church.

 

Continued on next page...

August 2019

http://www.firstuccgaylord.org
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=first congregational church 
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 From Your Moderator Continued...

 Jody Betten, a seasoned conference leader, will be taking over as Designated Associate Minister for the UNA at 

month’s end, and is already part of our transition team. Rev. Betten currently serves as pastor of New Waves UCC 

in Traverse City, a progressive “start-up” congregation whose spiritual outlook is similar to ours.

 As we begin to evaluate the candidates before us in the weeks ahead, we affirm the active presence of God’s 
Spirit in the search process. We will prayerfully seek a pastor with particular gifts and skills, and are confident that 
we will be led to a choice that our congregation will embrace. Stay tuned!

Church Picnic

Our annual picnic is scheduled for Sunday, September 8th immediately following worship

MORE DETAILS TO COME!
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Kidz on a Mission

Hot Dog Sale

The annual hot dog sale took place 

during the Alpenfest Parade. The 

Kidz want to particularly thank Bo 

Leser - our cook, Laura Hoteling - 

Bo’s assistant, Cathy Otto for the pop 

corn and caramel corn, Vicky Rigney 

for being cashier, Jeff Kalember for 
helping with everything! and Bri for 

helping us with the soft drinks!
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~ Ministry Opportunities ~

WANTED: 

We are looking for an individial willing to help track and acknowledge memorial gifts. If you have any interest, please 

contact the office or let Mary Sanders know!

Have you ever wanted to preach, write a prayer or offer something else special for worship? The Reaching In Team is 

organizing the worship schedule until we have a new pastor and would love your help! Our theme for the next three 

months is “Fruit of the Spirit” though we can work most offerings in to the theme even if the offering is not directly 

related. Please contact Miriam Hollar at miriam.hollar@gmail.com if you wish to contribute your time and talents to 

worship. 

LITURGIST: 

We need liturgists for the months of: September, November, and December

If you can do most weeks of the month, we can fill in with someone else if you know you’ll be absent/unavailable. Any 

help is appreciated. Please let Jessica know if you are willing!
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Person of the Month
Jeannine Wambold

 Someone once said, ‘A world without art would be like a person without a soul.’ Jeannine Wambold has built a 

rich life by focusing on the two things she values most - her family and her passion to create.

 Jeannine’s parents helped hone her eye for beauty by raising her near the Sleeping Bear Dunes, with its gorgeous 

vista of big sky over dunes, bluffs and the grandeur of Lake Michigan.
 Jeannine left her place of birth when she entered Michigan State University.

 “I got a Bachelor of Science degree in human ecology - it was actually home economics - and a minor in 

consumer economics,” she said. “If I had it to do over again I would have gone into art. I love fiber art - knitting, rug 
braiding, quilting.”

 Jeannine returned home after college and worked at her parent’s retail store, catering to resorts or people who 

needed items for their second homes.

 She also worked part time at fiber stores in Traverse City. It was then she met her future husband, who had just 
finished his service in the Navy and was attending college.
 “I was working at So Fro Fabrics and Joe walked in with his mother,” she said. “He asked my name and called the 

store a day later and asked for me. He wanted a date and I said yes.”

 Like many creative people, Jeannine has a good sense of humor and finds the unconventional amusing. And their 
first date was a bit unconventional.
 “It was not the typical first date I was used to,” she said, laughing. “He lived with his parents and took me home 
to have dinner with them. I still remember his mother made taco salad.”

 They dated two years and married in 1980. The location of their wedding ceremony was even more 

unconventional.

 “He was a Catholic and I wasn’t anything,” Jeannine said. “Joe had a friend who was a priest and he wanted his 

friend to marry us, but the priest couldn’t marry us in church because I wasn’t Catholic. Instead, he married us at the 

Traverse City State Hospital in its All Faith Chapel.” She added, laughing, “Patients kept wandering in and out of the 

chapel during the ceremony.”

 Joe got a job with the Shell Corporation in 1984. They moved to Gaylord with their year old son. “He made good 

money, but it was hard being so far away from Lake Michigan,” Jeannine said. 
 She didn’t work from the time she had her son until her daughter, two years younger, entered kindergarten. “I had 

fiber arts and I was always creating. I made many of my children’s clothes when they were younger.” 
 The Wambolds joined the Evangelical Free Church and remained for 29 years. When some members of the 

church begin to go in a direction that made Jeannine uncomfortable, they tried other churches.

 “When I heard Toby (Pastor Jones) say, ‘No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are 

welcome here,’ I knew we had found our church,” she said

 Jeannine said she is an introvert, but Joe is an extrovert and loves traveling and long distance bike trips. Jeannine 
accepts their differences and doesn’t resent his trips away from home.
 “I really enjoy my time alone,” Jeannine said. “I never get bored. I have my fiber art.” 
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 But she is willing to overcome her introversion to accompany her family on events they enjoy. “When the kids 

were 8 and 10 we got involved in Blissfest,” she said’ “We went one year and the next year we started volunteering. 
We’ve volunteered every year since. We camp and go Thursday and come back Monday. Sometimes our children and 

grandchildren (they have six) go with us. I enjoy the music and really enjoy the art work on display.”
 Jeannine is also willing to stray far from home with her family. “We took the kids through Europe when they 

were 14 and 16 - backpacking and on trains,” she said. “We have visited New Zealand twice, the Bahamas, Jamaica and 

some states. We visited the Grand Canyon.”

 Jeannine’s favorite fiber art is quilting and she loves working at Delphine’s Quilt Shop several times a week.
“There are really a lot of creative people there,” she said. “A group of them meet on Mondays.”

 She has created a number of exquisite quilts, several are landscapes of the Lake Michigan area. She has no desire 
to sell any of her quilts.

 “The joy is in creating them” she said. “I try to be a good example. I have always been a creative person - I got it 
from my mother. I like to bring out the creativity in others. I try to encourage it in my children and grandchildren.” 

Jeannine has a request for those who don’t quilt.“Please don’t ask a quilters to do your mending.” She also has advice for 

young people.“I think the arts can make them feel good about themselves.”
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“VEGGIES, EGGS AND A SIDE OF HOPE.”

This year CROP WALK celebrates its 50th Anniversary!!  This is Gaylord’s 39th year to be a part of this nationwide effort to 

bring awareness to the 821 million people around the world who are hungry.  60% of the people suffering from hunger 

are women.  12% of US households face food insecurities.  

The Gaylord CROP Walk has raised $304,479.00 through 2018; $76,120.00 has gone to the OTSEGO COUNTY FOOD PANTRY, 

which represents 25% of the total money raised.  Nationwide, in 2018, $8,300,000.00 was raised.

Our theme this year will include combinations of the numbers “5” and “50” for our local walk; please be innovative in using 

these numbers to highlight our 50th Anniversary (ie:  $5.00 or $50.00 donations for each envelope; 50 walkers; groups of 

5 with a theme….)

The Gaylord Area CROP HUNGER WALK will be held Sunday, September 15th, 2019, at St. Andrew Episcopal Church, 525 

Weiss Street, Gaylord, MI.  Registration/Welcome/Walk will begin at 1:30 PM. You may walk at another time (if that’s 

necessary) but please make sure you record your effort and turn in the appropriate information.  Online donations can 

be made through www.crophungerwalk.org/gaylordmi.  

For further information, contact your local church or agency coordinator, or  Rev. Pam Lynch, St. Andrew Episcopal Church, 

989/732-4163 or standrews49735@gmail.com

http://www.crophungerwalk.org/gaylordmi
mailto:standrews49735@gmail.com
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Announcements

Nursery Available for Church Families

• You probably know that we invite children (preschool through sixth grades) to participate in our School of Love each Sunday 
immediately following the Children’s Time.  But did you know that we also have a nursery option available for younger children, birth 

through age four?  Helen Mate has assembled a team of adult volunteers who are available to staff the nursery (located in the fellowship 
hall) which is now equipped with supplies they might need to care for little ones during our worship service.  PLEASE help us get the 
word out for the benefit of any young families who might want to visit us.  

• If you have an interest in being added to our team of nursery volunteers, please contact Helen Mate.  Thank you, Helen, for coordinating 

this important ministry.  

• Women’s Fellowship has announced their Annual Rummage Sale dates! Please mark your calendars for September 13th and 14th. Start 
cleaning out your basements, closets, and garages! 

• Save the Date!  CROP Walk Sunday, 09/15/2019
   UNA Meeting in Alpena 09/21/2019 - come learn about UCC origin and heritage

• If you are not receiving regular emails from our office, please ask to be added to our email eblast list.

• August 18th coffee hour will be hosted by Helen Crandall, Jean Sasso, and Mischelle Stone in celebration of Don’s 90th birthday. 

• To celebrate Grandparent’s Day, Brenda is putting together a video of your grandchildren. Please submit the pictures either via the 

internet at brendabrummel@me.com or bring pictures into church that she can scan and return to you. The deadline is September 1 and 

the video will be shown during the service on September 8th.
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Prayer Requests
This month, the UNA is holding the Bay City Church in prayer.

The Hauschild Family – as they grieve the loss of their 21-year-old son, Tag

The Boughner Family - as they grieve Scott’s passing.

Mirja “Miss Sue” Hoeft – as she recovers from a fractured leg at McReynold’s Hall.

Rev. Ginny Titus

Pat Dressel and her daughter Sarah - Pat is suffering from back issues and Sarah is 

scheduled for foot surgery in August. 

Rev. Toby Jones - as he recovers from back surgery

Carol Leser - as she hasn’t been feeling well lately

 See the prayer request / joys sheet in the Narthex to add to this list.  If someone 

has been inadvertently omitted or if it is time to remove a name, please let the church 

office know.

If you know of any one who is in need of prayer or a pastoral visit at home or in 
the hospital, please contact the Church Office at  or office@firstuccgaylord.org. 

The request will be passed on to the Reaching In Team which is taking on those 
responsibilities until we have a new pastor.
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DATE LITURGIST USHER/GREETER COFFEE HOUR

August 4 Chris Meyer R o d  &  S a l l i e 
Anderson

Gloria House & Maureen 
Derenzy

August 11 Mona Viviano NEEDED
Jean Sasso & Mischelle 

Stone

August 18
Richard Quinlan

Thomas 
Schulingkamp & 
Mardee Storing

Helen Crandall, Jean 
Sasso, & Mischelle Stone

in celebration of Don’s 
90th birthday!

August 25 Mona Viviano J o e  &  J e a n n i n e 
Wambold

Louanne Spearman, Dave 
Henson, Margaret Hafner, 

and Shirley Matevia

August Schedule 

Birthdays

2 Jody Chwatun
4 Margaret Soller
8 Helen Crandall
11 Steve Ferguson
12 Joe English
23 Don Crandall

Anniversaries

1 Eric & Meredith Anderson
7 Dale & Margaret Rehkopf
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1

Bible Study, 

11am

Women’s 

Fellowship, 

12:15pm

2

Community 

Meal, 5pm

3

UNA Meeting, 

10am

4

Worship, 10am

5 6 7 8

Bible Study, 

11am

9

Community 

Meal, 5pm

10

11

Worship, 10am

12 13 14 15

Trustees, 9am

Bible Study, 

11am

16

Community

Meal, 5pm

17

18

Worship, 10am

19 20 21

Church Book 

Club, 

1:30pm

22

Bible Study, 

11am

23

Community 

Meal, 5pm

24

25

Worship, 10am

26 27

Salad 

Luncheon

11:30am

28

Church Book 

Club, 1pm

29 30

Community 

Meal, 5pm

31

A U G U S T    


