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From Your Pastor - 

 In my work with Brian McLaren and the Convergence Leadership Project, we’ve 

been talking about the fact that authentic Christian faith is not so much about holding certain 

beliefs but rather about living a love story. From the very beginning of his compelling three-

year ministry, Jesus invited people – ordinary people – to participate in the story Jesus was 

living. Yes, in the beginning of his ministry, he did the preaching, the teaching, the healing, 

and the feeding. But as his following increased, he sent his disciples out to do the very things 

they’d seen Jesus do. It was their turn to “live the story.”

 As Jesus’s trial and crucifixion approached, his teaching in this regard became more 
direct, more urgent: “Are you amazed at the things that I do? Truly, I tell you that you will do 

greater things than I’ve done.” At one point toward the end of John’s Gospel, Jesus says, “It 

is to your advantage that I leave you, for when I am gone, my Father will send you the Spirit. 

He’ll empower you to do all that I have done.”
 Notice Jesus’s emphasis on “doing.” All along, the point of his ministry was not 

to get people believing certain doctrines but to get us to live in a certain way – a loving, 

compassionate, serving way. That emphasis on doing and living in the loving way of Jesus 

is also seen in the prayer he taught us – “thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth.” 

With Jesus gone, the only way for God’s will to be done on earth is if we do it, if we live the 

story that Jesus lived. At every point in Jesus’s ministry, he was inviting us into the story he, 

himself, was living.

 I love this way of understanding the Gospel and our role in it. I love the fact that 

each and every one of us is invited into the story of Jesus. I love the fact that our evangelism, 

our sharing of the Jesus path, is never about urging others to believe certain things, but rather 

inviting them to jump into the greatest story ever told, a story that is unfinished and still being 
written by the likes of you and me.

 Here is a prayer we can use each morning in February…
 Loving God, thank you for the adventure story that Jesus lived. Thank you for the 

invitation you have given us and all people  to jump into this  amazing story and live it. May 

our living of the story this day allow your will to be done on Earth. Amen.

http://www.firstuccgaylord.org
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=first congregational church 
mailto:pastor%40firstuccgaylord.org?subject=
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  From Your Reaching In Team...

 Have you ever thought about the way you wake up each morning? Your Reaching In team hadn’t either until we 
started reading this terrific book called The Liturgy of the Ordinary by Tish Harrison Warren. Ms. Warren believes that the 
way we wake up can be a powerful spiritual practice, getting our day started in a way that is both uplifting and focuses on 

our loving Creator.

 Warren begins her discussion of waking up with Jesus’s baptism. Remember that incredible moment in the Jordan 

River, when Jesus comes up out of the water to see the sky burst open, a dove descending, and the very voice of God 

saying, “This is my beloved son with whom I am well-pleased.” Warren points out that this moment of affirmation and 
love takes place before Jesus has done a single thing! His ministry hasn’t even begun; he has healed no one, fed no one, 
and comforted no one. In other words, God’s pronouncement of deep love for Jesus has nothing to do with his eventual 

accomplishments. The unconditional, comprehensive love of God is already there, a pre-existing reality, before Jesus even 
wakes up.

 Warren then reminds us that the very same truth applies to us. Every one of us IS a beloved child of God – before 

we even wake up, before we accomplish a single thing! This is why we baptize infants in our tradition - to reinforce the fact 

that our “child of God” status has nothing to do with our accomplishments. 

 So that brings us back to our waking up each and every morning. What if the first thing we consciously think of 
each day we awake is “I am a beloved child of God…God loves me totally and completely, just as I am right now, with 
sleep in my eyes and serious bed-head!”

 Our Reaching In Team discussed the various ways we wake up. Pastor Toby confessed that until very recently, he 

woke up to an alarm that literally blasted him out of bed like a gunshot! “Then one morning I heard LJ’s alarm – a soft, 

comforting melody – and thought, ‘why don’t I do that?’” Toby changed his alarm setting and finds that he wakes up far 
more peacefully and with a sense of well-being.

            Rokko noted that he wakes up very slowly. Before getting out of bed, he sits up, slowly swivels his legs off the edge 
of his bed, and consciously takes three, deep, meditative breaths before standing up. Miriam then suggested that during 

those readying breaths, we say to ourselves those very same words our loving God said to Jesus: “You are my beloved child 

with whom I am well pleased.”

 We hope you will experiment with the way you wake up and get out of bed each morning. Treat it as your spiritual 
practice for February and see if it helps you live in God’s love from the moment your alarm goes off. Let us know what you 
discover, as you continue to live in God’s unconditional love.
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From Your Reaching Out Team...

Here is a list of the organizations and ministries we assisted in 2018:

Organization    Amount  Time Frame          Theme

The Refuge -    $97.25        (Jan/Feb)             Homeless
Ostego Cnty Food Pantry        $814.50                          (Annual)              Hunger
Women’s Resource Cntr          $147   (May)                  Women

CARE (Human Trafficking       $166                                (May)                   Women
             Victims)

Blankets for Women                $139.08                           (May)                   Women

Scholarship Fund  $124.71                           (June)                 At-Risk Kids

(for local HS graduates)
Harbor Hall (in-patient           $1634.00                         (July/Aug)          Addiction
Addiction treatment)

Hurricane Relief   $266    (Oct)                   Hunger
(UCC Disaster Assistance)

Buffalo Bikes                $735    (Nov/Dec)          Peace
(World Bicycle Relief)

CASS (Tiny Houses for               $527.50                            (Dec)                   Peace
 Homeless)

UCC Special Offerings – 5 for 5
One Great Hour of Sharing         $296.65  (Mar/Apr)        Women     
Neighbors in Need  $487.40                        (Sept/Oct)       Hunger
Christmas Fund       $460.00         (Dec)                  Peace

Our Church’s Wider Mission     $290.00                           (Annual)
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More From Reaching Out...

 Wow! What a generous and giving congregation! We truly are the small church seeking to make a BIG impact, both in 

our own backyard and beyond. And these dollar amounts above don’t begin to reflect the hours of people power we have poured 
into weekly Community Meals, monthly Salad Luncheons, mission trips to CASS and elsewhere. Thank you – each and every 

one of you - for recognizing that we are not here simply to take care of ourselves and our own needs as a church. We exist to 
make the world a better, more loving place for others – especially those who are struggling – and in 2018 we have definitely 
done that! 

 Your Reaching Out Team is the arm of our church family that has coordinated all of these outreach endeavors in the 

hope of maximizing our impact in the world. In past years, our church has channeled the vast majority of its mission resources 
into local/Gaylord causes and into the meeting of immediate needs. But more recently, our Reaching Out Team has sought 

to balance our long-standing tradition of giving locally with at least a few more global efforts. This more recent thrust can 
be witnessed in our support for programs like World Bicycle Relief, CASS’s Tiny Houses program for the homeless, and 
C.A.R.E. – an organization based in Baldwin, Michigan seeking to free women like Luka from the prison of human trafficking. 
Additionally, our UCC denominational offerings also enable us to have an impact beyond the Gaylord community. 
 Our Reaching Out team has also sought to balance what might be called “charitable giving” with more 

“transformational giving.” The distinction between these two forms of assistance is as follows: charitable giving seeks to 

provide immediate help to someone – a meal, a hotel room for the night, etc. Charitable giving focuses only on the immediate 

and temporary meeting of a person’s need, without regard for solving the problem in the long run. Conversely, transformational 

giving is concerned with trying to offer a more long-term solution to those in need. Examples of transformational giving include 
Buffalo Bikes and the KIVA micro-lending organization. If you find these terms “charitable” and “transformational” confusing, 
just think of the old adage “Give a man a fish and he eats for a day. (charitable giving) Teach that man to fish and he eats for 
life.” (transformational giving)

 We hope this explanation helps you better understand what we’ve been doing as the outreach arm of your church. 
You are always welcome to talk to any of our team members: Roger Brummel, Margaret Hellenberg, Jeff Kalember, Louanne 
Spearman, Vicky Rigney, and Mona Viviano. We meet the first Sunday of every month at 11:30 a.m. and our meetings are 
always open.
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More From Your Reaching Out Team...Hands of Peace

 Our Children’s offering in February will go to Hands of Peace (HOP). HOP is an interfaith organization developing 
peacemaking and leadership skills in Israeli, Palestinian, and American teenagers through the power of dialogue and personal 

relationships. 

 Hands of Peace was founded in 2002 in Glenview, Illinois in response to the devastating events of Sept 11, 2001. Gretchen 
Grad (a member of Glenview Community Church – UCC) wanted to do something in her own community to try to reduce conflict 
and build bridges between people of different faiths and cultures. She was soon joined by a Jewish mother and a Muslim mother, and 
the interfaith effort took shape. 
 Since 2003, the organization has held an annual 18-day Summer Program in Glenview, IL, bringing together 66 Israeli, 

Palestinian, and American teenagers (42 in Glenview and 24 in San Diego) for intensive daily dialogue sessions about the Israeli-

Palestinian conflict. The teens stay with local host families, and their meals, activities, and facilities are donated. In addition to daily 
dialogue sessions led by trained Israeli and Palestinian facilitators, the teens complete educational and community service activities 

together—including visits to worship services at a church, a synagogue, and a mosque.

 The Hands of Peace journey does not end with the Summer Program. This is but a first step in a long process of 
understanding “the other side” and working together to create a better future. HOP supports graduates with year-round American and 
Middle East Alumni Clubs, quarterly multi-day seminars in Israel, community service projects, an intensive leadership program for 

outstanding participants, and movie nights and meetings throughout the year for American host families and volunteers.

 Your Reaching Out team looks forward to Sunday, February 24th, when our congregation will have the opportunity to 

support this innovative and effective peacemaking ministry.
 For more information, visit www.handsofpeace.org
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From Your Board of Trustees...

 

 We want to help clarify the relationship between your pledges/offerings and our church budget. In recent years, our 
church has reorganized itself under the two wings of Reaching In and Reaching Out. The wings terminology works well, as a 

bird needs both wings in order to fly. We believe that a church needs to be reaching in and reaching out in order to represent 
Jesus fully.

  It’s important for all of us to understand where our offerings go. Regular offerings and pledges – the money you put in 
your numbered offering envelope or in the large gold plates we pass 3 Sundays a month – go to support our church itself: the 
buildings, their maintenance, the utilities, our paid personnel, office supplies, kitchen supplies, and the various programs of the 
church. But the funds you place in the wood boxes on the 4th Sunday of the month do not contribute to our in-house expenses in 
any way. 

    ***(Please keep in mind that you are encouraged to still place your regular offerings into the golden plates on the 4th 
Sunday of each month; it’s just that those plates are not passed throughout the sanctuary on that particular day. Instead they 

are in the narthex as you enter or exit.)

 

 When you read in the bulletin or newsletter that our trustees have projected over $101,000 in expenses for 2019, that 
figure is for all our in-house expenses. It has nothing to do with the special offerings we make once a month. Special offerings do 
not remain in our church coffers.
 Because we do not include any of our outreach giving in the budget itself, it is vitally important for you understand that 

when you put money in the children’s offering boxes or when you support special offerings for Buffalo Bikes, CASS tiny houses, 
or even the Food Pantry, you are not giving money to this church. Those offerings, while crucial to our calling as disciples of 
Jesus and central to our identity, are not helping us meet our in-house expenses. 
 We have been giving you regular updates in the bulletin and newsletter regarding our 2019 budget - our projected 

expenses of $101,000, along with our pledged income to date that is still only $58,000. The $43,000 gap between projected 
income and anticipated expenses is of great concern to us. To meet our 2019 in-house expenses, we need each participant family 
to give an average of $120 per month or $1440 a year. 

 We hope that this article leaves you with a better understanding of the two vital and equally important wings of our 

church – reaching out and reaching in. We also hope that each of you will re-double your efforts to support our own church 
financially – its pastor and staff, its music program, its youth group, its school of love, its physical plant and property, etc. It is 
time for each and every one of us to be as generous with our regular offerings each month when the round, gold plates are passed 
around for the good of our own church as we are on the 4th Sunday of the month, when the children pass their rectangular wood 

boxes to benefit those outside the church. 
 

 As always, your Board of Trustees is available for any questions you have. Board members are: Mary Sanders 

(Chair), Rod Anderson (Treasurer) Doreen Dobosy (Financial Secretary) Jean Sasso (Asst. Financial Secretary), George 

Leinerth (Buildings & Grounds), and Don Storing (Buildings and Grounds. We now meet on the third Thursday of the month 

at 9:30 a.m., and our meetings are open. Thank you.
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2019 Operations Budget
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Tips for Loving the Planet...

Do you best to purchase products that come in glass jars (ie. spaghetti sauces, apple sauce, peanut butter, 

jams and jellies, ketchup, etc.) They may be hard to find and more expensive, but over time it will be a 
BIG savings to Mother Earth! 
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Kids on a Mission 

It’s Valentine cookie time for college students and people in the service. If you have a college student 

or person in the service to whom you would like a “goodie” box sent, please let Kidz on a Mission 
know by February 10th. You can leave a message in the office or contact Brenda Brummel at 

brendabrummel@me.com or 810-623-1691 by calling or texting. 

The Kidz on a Mission class will be doing a Youth Service on February 24th. The service will be 

followed with a Soup Luncheon. The cost will be by donation for soup, rolls, and dessert. Please join 

us on that Sunday to see what this amazing group of kids can do! 
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~ Ministry Opportunities ~

WANTED: 

We are looking for an individial willing to help track and acknowledge memorial gifts. If you have any interest, please 

contact the office or let Toby know!

WANTED: 

We are still in need of one appropriately gifted person to serve as an assistant to the treasurer. If you are willing to 

serve and are comfortable with financial statements, budgets, and the like, please get in touch with Rod Anderson or 

Toby as soon as possible. 
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Person of the Month

 Born in 1947, Cathy Otto is one of those individuals who has become rarer - a Gaylord native born and raised. 

She is also an individual born into and raised in Gaylord’s First Congregational Church, whose members were family - 

both figuratively and literally.
 “My grandparents, parents, sister, brother, aunts, uncles, and their children were all members of the church,” she 

said. “My Aunt Louella played the organ. I lit the candles and went to Bible School every summer. As I grew older the 

Women’s Fellowship paid me 50 cents every Sunday to babysit the babies too young to attend church.”

Cathy said she and her sister were both married in the church.

 “A lot of people used to come to this church and some were instrumental in building the Little Village,” she said. 

“A lot of the city management people attended. I have a book, ‘100 Years of History,’ about this church. Years ago when 
the church was in a different building, they built a tennis court on this property to serve the community.”
 Cathy remembers a time of great conflict between members of the church in the 1960s. “It was when I was in 
junior high or high school,” she said. “There was a big controversy about joining the United Church of Christ. A few 

members left but most stayed. That’s what I like about this church. You can believe in different things, like maybe you 
believe in reincarnation and others don’t, and you’ll still be accepted.”

 Cathy said she was not the sort of person to dream and plan for the future when she was young.

“I sort of lived in the moment and let whatever happened happen,” she said. “I didn’t plan to go to cosmetology school 

when I graduated from high school, but a friend decided to go to the Petoskey Beauty Academy. I told my parents that 

was something I could try.” It was a good decision as it led to meeting her future husband.

 “A friend at the academy was interested in a boy and she asked me to go to his apartment with her,” Cathy said. 

“Tom lived in the same apartment and there must have been an instant spark because we were together from that point 

on. We were married in 1966.”

 Cathy said she only worked as a hairdresser when they were dating and after their marriage until her daughter 

was born. Tom worked at Crago’s Shopping Center in Petoskey. “We were so poor then that we couldn’t afford the $10 to 
keep up my hairdresser license fee,” she said. 

 Tom was offered a position at Glen’s Markets in Gaylord in 1969, just as the first of two sons was born. Glen’s 
then sent him to other stores - Grayling, Mio, Rogers City, Traverse City and back to Gaylord - to hone his management 

skills. When the children were old enough Cathy took a variety of jobs in each location to supplement their income.

Although the Ottos joined the Gaylord Lions Club after they returned to Gaylord, they did not return to First 

Congregation for several years.

 “It was in the late 1980s and Tom was in the hospital,” Cathy said. “My mother asked the minister, Chris 

Richards, to visit him. He was a very charismatic man. We decided to go back then.”
 The Ottos got involved right away in a number of church activities, including both joining the choir. Cathy started 

attending monthly meetings as a church representative and joined the project now known as Reaching Out.
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 “Pastor Susan and I were trying to figure out a way to reach out to the community,” Cathy said. “I was in 
Traverse City and I saw a sign on a church about a community meal. I told Pastor Susan about it and she said, 

‘Ironically, I just read a survey by Goodwill that the very poor received a lot of assistance, and the upper and middle 

classes did well, but the people in the middle between the middle class and poor fell off the radar.”
 Ironically, the Community Meal the church created has given all classes an opportunity, some by volunteering 

to prepare the meal and meeting those who attend, who need a good hot meal, or assistance, or the companionship of a 

community who values them.

 When Tom retired, the couple became “Snow Birds,” traveling every winter to Florida until late March.

 “But the stock market took a dive, and we lost some of our investments,” Cathy said. “Tom had to go to work at 

Home Depot for the health insurance.”
 Sadly, Tom died in September of 2017. The loss of a beloved companion of 51 years takes time to grieve.

 “My sister wanted me to take a bus ride with her to Bronson, but it was too soon after his death,” Cathy said.

But slowly she has started to adapt. Besides church, Cathy fills her life with family and friends, and her solitude with 
Facebook and an internet game called Candy Crush.

 “I’m looking forward to a trip in May with my sister,” she said. “It’s nine days and eight nights - Nashville for 

some of the schedule and New Orleans for four days.”
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KIVA

presented by Mischelle Stone

This piece was delivered in worship on January 20th. It is so good that we didn’t want anyone to miss it!

 You may recall that when I spoke not-so-briefly in October, I talked about the joy of giving dangerously, and of 
the UCC’s commitment to issues related to social justice, including peacemaking.  This morning, I would like to share 

with you one initiative the Council has embarked on to live out this mission.  In September, we decided to take action 

to promote peace in the world in a small way -- that will keep on growing. We collected $116 from Council members’ 

personal funds and invested it in microloans through the international nonprofit organization, Kiva. In 14 years, Kiva 
has loaned over $1.24 billion dollars to 3.1 million borrowers in 81 countries. This effort has been made possible by 
support from 1.8 million lenders just like ourselves. These LOANS, not donations, help women, men and families 

build and expand businesses in over 15 sectors from agricultural to retail to home repairs. 
 The loans are usually several thousand dollars and are repaid according to pre-designed payment plans.  When 

repaid, the lenders, who typically lend $25 to each borrower, can then re-lend the funds to someone else or they can 

reclaim their original investment.

 Decisions about the countries where the loans can be made, the types of loans, and who can borrow, are made 

by the lenders. Consistent with our church’s commitment to peacemaking, the Council chose to lend to women who 

are refugees or living in war torn areas or are in vulnerable populations. We made loans to buy beans in Rwanda, 

import clean energy products in Haiti, buy seeds and fertilizer for corn cultivation and solar lights in Tanzania, and the 
purchase of clothes for resale in Kosovo. We received enough repayment this month to re-lend an additional $25 to a 

woman in Palestine for her fabric shop supplies. 

 In this very small way, we feel that we are living out Christ’s mandate to be peacemakers.  We are using 

our resources to promote conflict transformation by supporting women in their attempts to achieve equitable power 
relationships through economic independence.  I urge you to join your Council members in this effort!

In peace,

Mischelle Stone
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Announcements

Nursery Available for Church Families
• You probably know that we invite children (preschool through sixth grades) to participate in our School of Love 

each Sunday immediately following the Children’s Time.  But did you know that we also have a nursery option 

available for younger children, birth through age four?  Helen Mate has assembled a team of adult volunteers who 
are available to staff the nursery (located in the fellowship hall) which is now equipped with supplies they might 
need to care for little ones during our worship service.  PLEASE help us get the word out for the benefit of any 
young families who might want to visit us.  

• If you have an interest in being added to our team of nursery volunteers, please contact Helen Mate.  Thank you, 
Helen, for coordinating this important ministry.  
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DATE LITURGIST USHER/GREETER COFFEE HOUR

Feb. 3
Helen Mate S a l l i e  &  R o d 

Anderson

Feb. 10 Helen Mate
D a v e  H e n s o n  & 

Margaret Hafner The English Family

Feb. 17
D o n  &  M a r d e e 

Storing
Margaret Hellenberg

Feb. 24
Cathy Otto & Gloria 

House Cathy Otto & Gloria House

FEBRUARY Schedule 

February

 6 Joanie Sietsema

 7 Callie English

 7 Evelyn Pratt

10 Margaret Hellenberg
18 Aysia House
27 Jay Anderson

February

13 Roy & Cleveann Wolf

28 Jim & Vicky Rigney
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1

Community

Meal

5pm

2

3

Worship, 10am

Reaching 

Out, 11:30am

4 5 6 7

Bible Study, 

11am

Women’s 

Fellowship, 

12:15pm

Kidz on Key, 

6pm

8

Community 

Meal

5pm

9

UNA 

Meeting, 

10am

10

Worship, 10am

11 12 13 14

Valentine’s 

Day

Bible Study, 

11am

Reaching In, 

12:15pm

Kidz on Key, 

6pm

15

Community

Meal

5pm

16

17

Worship, 10am

Council, 

11:30am

18

President’s Day

19

*Newsletter 

Contributions

Due

20 21

Trustees, 

9:30am

Bible Study, 

11 am, 

Kidz on Key, 

6pm

22

Community

Meal

5pm

23

24

Worship, 10am

25 26 27

Church Book 

Club, 1pm

28

Bible Study, 

11am

Kidz on Key, 

6pm

F E B R U A R Y 


