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We aim to embrace people at every age and every stage of life, and help them become 

the most loving version of themselves possible.
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What Makes Us Different from Other Churches…?
 At the November Council meeting, we were discussing how we might 

go about getting the word out about our Advent and Christmas Eve services. 

We began making all the usual suggestions – newspaper ads, radio spots, 

Facebook posts, and the like. But then one Council member said, “We’ve 

done all that before. The problem is that I don’t think we really know how to 

articulate who we are and what makes us different in a way that truly engages 
people.”

 This terrific question got me thinking. In fact, the whole Council 
wrestled with it for a good chunk of that November meeting. What emerged 

from our discussion was that while most churches read and rehash the old 

stories of scripture, our congregation is more about trying to live those stories. 

We don’t gather simply to reread stories that that have already been written and 

lived by others; we are about living and writing our own unfinished stories. 
We’re about jumping in and living the unfinished, unfolding adventure of Jesus 
and his love. I like that!

 As we move into Advent this year, let’s be sure and notice all the ways 

that the story of Jesus’s birth invites us into the story. Let’s grab hold of the 

fact that since the first Advent was a story that called on so many people to 
participate – shepherds, wise men, cousins, angels, maidens, farm animals, and 

inn-keepers – we can be certain that in Advent 2018, God is looking for the 

same thing. Advent is not about rehashing the already finished story of Jesus’s 
birth; it’s about jumping into and living the amazing, on-going, and still-to-be-

written adventure. Advent is about recognizing that, just like the story of our 

lives, God’s love story is not over, by any stretch of the imagination.

 Invite everyone you know to try living a love story this Christmas 

instead of simply hearing one. That’s what Christmas is all about, Charlie 

Brown! Amen.

http://www.firstuccgaylord.org
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=first congregational church 
mailto:pastor%40firstuccgaylord.org?subject=
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From Your Pastor... 

A Reminder to All Who Host Coffee Hours…
Thank you to Louanne Spearman for her terrific management of our weekly coffee hours. Thanks also to all of 
you who have taken your turn sharing your yummies with us each and every Sunday. Please remember that our 

new “green” coffee hour protocol calls for the use of real dishware and table ware – not paper plates, napkins, and 
plastic cups, etc. We are trying to lessen our negative environmental impact on God’s fragile creation, and we need 

everyone’s help to do it. Remember that we have a fantastic, industrial strength dishwasher, along with Council 

members and Trustees willing to operate it for you when your next coffee hour rolls around. Thank you!

Our Advent Worship Schedule…
In December, we begin a new 3-month theme on Peace. We will explore the roll that peace played in the first Advent 
and wrestle with what peace means for us – as individuals and as a church family - in 2018. Eventually, we’ll get to 

the question of what it means for us to be peacemakers in an increasingly hostile world. 

December 2, 9, 16, and 23, we’ll gather, as usual, at 10 am for worship. Then on Monday, December 24, our 

candlelight Christmas Eve service will be at 5:00 p.m. The third Sunday of Advent – December 16 – will be our 

children’s Christmas play, co-directed by Sallie Anderson and Laura Hotelling. You won’t want to miss any of these 
exciting and meaningful worship experiences. We also encourage you to invite others, so they can experience a 

congregation that dives into and lives the story rather than merely hearing it.

From Your Reaching Out Team...

 

 Last call for hats and mittens for our brothers and sisters down at CASS! Our several months worth of 

donated hats and mittens will be delivered to their cold recipients when the Kidz on a Mission group heads down to 

Detroit the first weekend in December. Be sure to get your donated items to Jeff Kalember before then!

 If you’d like to participate in our spontaneous gift-giving adventure, please get your money to Jeff Kalember, 
who will purchase and coordinate the distribution of gift cards to our struggling neighbors.
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From Your Reaching In Team...

The spiritual practice we are encouraging all our participants to try this holiday season is simplicity. Our holiday 

celebrations have become massive and onerous, so much so that many of us wind up exhausted and sick when 

December 26 rolls around. Why not pare down this year? Try a few of these steps toward simplicity:

- Make 1 or 2 less courses/dishes for your Christmas meals (Do we really need two kinds of pies?)

- Plan to take your leftovers to a place that feeds hungry and lonely people (Salvation Army, Nehemiah House,  
  Mary-Margaret House,
  etc.) or to an elderly neighbor

- Consider giving your loved ones gifts that actually make the world  a better place for someone in need.   

  Honor your loved ones in a way that reflects Jesus’s commitment to being good news to the poor,  
  rather than  merely storing up more treasures for ourselves here on earth.. (check out the Heifer Project,  
  Compassion International, or World Bicycle Relief, or Church World Service for ideas) 

Finally, thank you to everyone who helped us raise $735 for the Buffalo Bikes program of World Bicycle Relief! 
That will provide five bicycles to individuals climbing out of poverty. Well done!

From Our Board of Trustees…

As you may remember, at our annual meeting, we announced that we were losing three of our trustees to retirement 

(or terming out). We are losing our chairperson - Todd Chwatun, our treasurer - Joel Sietsema, and our assistant 

treasurer - Evelyn Pratt. (Again, PLEASE be sure and thank these faithful servants for their terrific work on our 
behalf!)

We are pleased to announce that Mary Sanders, Doreen Dobosy, and Jean Sasso have agreed to serve on the board. 

However, we are still in need of one appropriately gifted person to serve as an assistant to the treasurer. If you are 
willing to serve and are comfortable with financial statements, budgets, and the like, please get in touch with Todd 
Chwatun or Toby as soon as possible. We’re hoping to get everyone trained and in place before the New Year, so that 

we can hit the ground running. 

We also have the unpleasant task of informing the congregation, once again, that we did not receive sufficient pledges 
to meet our anticipated expenses for the 2019 ministry year. As of the publication of this newsletter, we have a budget 

projected at $101,175 and a total pledged amount of $58,312. We’ll keep you informed every step of the way. If you 

haven’t pledged yet and are now ready to, or if you have pledged but would like to add to your pledge, we welcome 

your ongoing assistance.
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What your Pastor Has Been Reading...

The Immortalists - by Chloe Benjamin

 Imagine finding out the day you were destined to die...finding out as a child. How would that affect your life, 
your decisions, your personality? This fascinating book follows four siblings, all of whom visited the same fortune teller 

on the same day, each receiving the prophecy of when they were to die. They heard this news one at a time, with the 

other 3 siblings not in the room. The story follows the life of each child from that moment on.

Tips for Loving the Planet...

Did you know that there is a new toothpaste on the market that comes in a recyclable glass jar and is in pellet form? You 

simply crush two pellets, put them on your toothbrush, and you are good to go. No waste, no plastic tubes, and the jar is 

re-fillable! Check it out on line!

If you must buy items in plastic packaging, be sure to buy the item in bulk, so you’ll use less packaging than if you were 

to buy the item in smaller amounts.

 Thank you for doing everything you can to love our precious planet!
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A Personal Note from Toby…

 Over the past two months, I’ve spend the majority of my spare time working on the Little Traverse Civic 

Theater’s production of “The Lion in Winter.” 

 Our show opens on Wednesday, Dec 5 and runs through Saturday, Dec. 15.

 

 Though I’ve had some terrific roles in my stage endeavors, playing King Henry II – “The Lion” - in this 
production has been my greatest theatrical challenge to date. It would mean a lot to me if you could come up to 

Petoskey for one of our 7 performances. All shows begin at 8:00 pm, except the matinee on Sunday, Dec 9, which 

begins at 2:00 pm. Tickets are available on line at LTCT.org. Thanks for your support!
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From Our Music Director…

 December is a very musical time of year, with holiday concerts and caroling everywhere you 

look and listen! Here at First Congregational UCC we put together an Advent Choir to provide 

some of the season’s music for our worship, and anyone who likes to sing is welcome to join us. We 

rehearse after Sunday services, with a short pre-service rehearsal Sunday at 9 AM to run over that 

morning’s music. Of course, people come and go over the holidays, so we don’t expect everyone to be 

available every week, but if you like to sing—no matter how good you think you are!—please join us 

whenever you can.
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~ Ministry Opportunities ~

WANTED: 

Adult helper for the Kidz on a Mission youth program. Steve and Lori Ferguson were filling this need over the past 

couple years but are no longer able to continue. Brenda has a smaller group this year, which opens up the door for some 

smaller, simpler activities and outings. The time commitment generally entails a Sunday morning meeting with Brenda 

and the kids from 9:45 until just before the sermon - when the kids come up to join the rest of us - and occasional field 

and mission trips. It’s OK if you can’t make every week or every meeting, but our kids could really use some consistent, 

enthusiastic adult presence. Thank you for considering it, and talk to Brenda Brummel if you have any questions.

WANTED: 

We are still in need of one appropriately gifted person to serve as an assistant to the treasurer. If you are willing to 

serve and are comfortable with financial statements, budgets, and the like, please get in touch with Todd Chwatun or 

Toby as soon as possible. 
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Person of the Month

 Joel Sietsema said his philosophy of life is, “I always try to do the right thing and help out anybody who needs 

it.” It’s a simple philosophy, but one that if everybody practiced it would result in a far better world.

 Joel was born in 1941 in Muskegon. He remained there until he was 18, when he went away to Michigan 
Technological University.

 “I always wanted to be a civil engineer, “ he said. “But part way through I got married and quit because I had a 
family to support.”

 Joel met his wife Joanie on a blind date in Muskegon. 

 “I took a job with the General Telephone Company - now it’s GTE,” he said. “Later I went back to school and 

finished at Ferris with a business management degree.”
 Wanting to do right for his family, which eventually came to include two daughters, he worked hard and 

progressed steadily up the GTE organization.

 Joel also encountered an adventure on the way up, when GTE sent a maintenance and operations crew - along 

with their families - to Iran in the 1970s.

 “We lived in Tehran,” Joel said. “I met a few Iranians and learned to speak a few words of Farsi, but Farsi is one 

of the hardest languages to learn. There was 18 of us in our work group and our families, so we all hung around together. 

Our kids went to the Tehran-American school. There were 4,000 students at the school.”

 But the Americans discovered signs of potential danger when they saw photos in an international paper of a lot of 

tanks lined up in the south of Iran (Tehran was in the north.)

 “We left Iran in April,” Joel said. “In November they took over the embassy.”

 Followers of the Ayatollah Khomeini attacked the U.S Embassy in Tehran and held the staff of 66 hostage for 444 
days.

 GTE assigned Joel to various locations in and out of the state over the years. He held a number of positions, 
starting with traffic and customer service manager. When the corporation did some reorganization, Joel was given the 
choice between locating in Fort Wayne, Ind. or Gaylord.

 “We decided Gaylord was the best option,” he said. “I hadn’t visited Gaylord but I’d driven through it. My wife’s 

mother had been born and raised here and graduated from the high school.”

 In Gaylord, Joel became the GTE supervisor for all of Northwest Michigan. But he said Gaylord was a bit of a 

culture shock at first, especially for his wife.
 “It was away from family and there was not so much going on,” he said. “Joanie worked at Country Casuals for 

years until it closed. She enjoyed working there.”
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 Joel and his wife also joined the First Congregational UCC in Gaylord.

 “We attended the Congregational Church in Muskegon,” he said. “I’ve been the treasurer here for three years. I 

stop being treasurer at the end of the year,” he added, sounding a bit relieved. “I’ve served on the building and grounds 

committee, put in the bathroom floor in the men’s room and did some general maintenance and repair.”
 Joel retired from GTE in 1997, although he did part-time and consulting work for awhile. In retirement, the 

couple removed themselves from the environmental shock of Gaylord’s cold and snowy winters by spending a couple 

months each year in Orange Beach, Ala. across the state line from Florida.

 “Joanie and I play cribbage with each other and with other couples,” he said. “I read a lot of mysteries. I like 

historical fiction. Joanie reads a lot, too. I used to fish and hunt, but I don’t hunt anymore. I used to do a lot of stuff 
around the house until I started having a problem with my hip.”

 Joel’s education and work ethic has helped him to fulfill his philosophy of doing right and helping others. He 
has advice for the younger generations who want to pursue the same philosophy in their lives.

 “Get yourself an education,” he said. “Start with high school and skilled trades, or go to college for a good 

future.”



10

Kidz on a Mission Fund Raiser

Set of 4 Coasters 

Perfect for gifts! 
Two Styles Available

Church Scenes - $10.00 per set

Personalized Set - $15.00 per set

You will supply the pictures - such as children, pets, vacation 
pictures, photos from the past, favorite places, friends, etc. The 
pictures will be put on the coasters. Please allow 1 to 2 weeks for 
delivery. You can add a date or a name to be printed. 

Order at church or contact Brenda Brummel (810-623-1691) or  
brendabrummel@me.com.
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Announcements

• Mason Jars - we are in need of quart sized mason jars (small mouth or wide mouth) for our Christmas Eve 
luminaries. If you have any to donate, please drop them off in fellowship hall. Please see Brenda Brummel with 
any questions. 

• Christmas Potluck - will be Tuesday, December 18th at 6:00pm. Women’s Fellowship will provide ham. Please 

bring a dish to pass and your own table service. A signup sheet will soon be available in fellowship hall. 

• Christmas Play -  is Sunday, December 16th during worship. 

• The Compassionate Friends - our church is hosting the annual Otsego County Chapter of The Compassionate 

Friends candle lighting. Compassionate Friends is an organization to help those parents, siblings, grandparents, 

and family members through the loss of a child. The candle lighting begins at 6:30pm on Sunday, December 9th. 

• Name Tags - Please be sure to let Jessica in the office know if you are in need of one! office@firstuccgaylord.org
• Directory - Take a moment to check over our directory and be sure to make Jessica aware of any necessary 

changes!

• Calendar and Holiday Planning - If you plan to use the fellowship hall for any holiday events, please be sure to 

fill out a building use form and check with office for availibility!
• Church Groups, Clubs, Etc., if you do not plan to meet at your regular time, would you please let Jessica in the 

office know? This will help rectify the calendar and keep things accurate when printed in bulletins, eblasts, and 
newsletters. Thank you!

• Angel Tree Program - thank you to all who have participated in the Angel Tree Program! All angels were taken 

from our tree to help these families in need. 

• Kidz on A Mission…to CASS…And this year some adults are joining in!
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DATE LITURGIST USHER/GREETER COFFEE HOUR

Dec. 2
Don Storing Margaret Hafner & 

David Henson

Pat Sepura & Mardee 
Storing

Dec. 9 Joe & Lani English
Doreen Dobosy, Mona 

Viviano, Mary Sanders

Dec. 16 
Christmas Play

Pat Sepura & Mardee 
Storing Sietsemas & Falks

Dec. 23
Miriam Hollar Joel & Joanie Sietsema

Dec. 24

Dec. 30
Louanne Spearman P a u l  &  M a r i l y n 

Kaczanowski

decEMBER Schedule 

  December Birthdays
   3 Terry House
  4 Travis House
   5 Judy Falk

   5 Sandra Soderberg

   8 Leila Jeanne Greer

  14 Mike Dockery

  15 Linda Wiseley

  16 Ian Hotelling
  19 Paul Kaczanowski

  25 Ilah Weaver

  December Anniversaries
  21 Joel & Joanie Sietsema
  22 George & Carol Lienerth
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1

2

Worship, 10am

3 4 5 6
Bible Study, 

11am

Women’s 

Fellowship, 

12:15pm

Kidz on Key, 

6pm

7

Community 

Meal, 5pm

8

UNA 

Meeting, 8am

9

Worship, 10am

10 11 12 13

Trustees, 
9:30am
Bible Study, 
11:00am
Kidz on Key, 
6pm

14

Community 

Meal, 5pm

15

Christmas 

Play Practice, 

10am

16

Christmas Play, 
10am

17 18

Christmas 
Potluck, 6pm

19

Church Book 
Club, 1pm 

20

Bible Study, 
11am
Reaching In, 
12:15pm
Kidz on Key, 
6pm

21

Community 

Meal, 5pm

22

23

Worship, 10am

24

Christmas Eve 
Service, 5pm

25

Christmas Day

26 27

Bible Study, 

11am

Kidz on Key, 

6pm

28

Community 

Meal, 5pm

29

30

Worship, 10am

31

New Year’s Eve

D E C E M B E R 


