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From Your Pastor...
While it’s always tough to say goodbye to summer, I absolutely love
the fall in Northern Michigan! It is a particularly beautiful time, as the leaves
fire up with color, the air becomes crisp and free of humidity, and we get our
roads back, as the summer traffic finally subsides.
Fall is a time that has always felt like a new beginning to me. As a
long-time schoolteacher, I loved having new students, new books, and a new
start to the school year. As a pastor, I’ve always enjoyed the new opportunities
that September brings our church as well. I’d like to challenge all of us with
a new opportunity. In order to grow into an even brighter future, we have to
make our Sundays welcoming to visiting families with children. The two most
important cogs in that welcoming wheel are 1) offering a supervised nursery
and 2) a solid, theologically-informed, love-based curriculum for K-5th
graders.
Obviously, for any church seeking to offer these vital services, two
things are required: some funding and, more importantly, some qualified and
committed volunteers. Both of these required pieces have been tough for us
in recent years, so tough that we have continued to pare down these offerings,
reducing our children’s Sunday School program to a single room or one-roomschoolhouse model, and doing away with our supervised nursery.
As we enter this new fall season with strong worship attendance,
a solid financial position, and many signs of growth throughout the
congregation, I want to challenge each and every one of us to ask ourselves
this question: “What might I do to support these two vital and welcoming
ministries?” Could you offer to be on call one Sunday a month to provide
nursery care if we have any pre-school children in worship? Could you – with
the help of a team – cover our School of Love classroom for one month – 4
Sundays? Or if that is too large of a time commitment, might you offer your
services as a periodic substitute when one of our regular School of Love
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teachers is unable to make it on a particular Sunday?

From Your Pastor Continued...
Could you offer to help sponsor a responsible teenager who might be willing to provide nursery care for $10$15 a week?
Your Council and Reaching In teams are considering a wide range of options that could help us improve our
offerings for young children and their families. Won’t you help us in whatever way you can, as we seek to become a
more welcoming church for young families and their children. Please contact Mary Fox at 989-370-6259 if you can
support our School of Love somehow or reach out to Helen Mate at 734-276-1251 if you might be willing to be a
part of our nursery care pool or sponsor nursery care. Thank you for being a church family that steps us to address
the challenges we face each new year.

From Your Reaching In Team...
The Reaching In Team has chosen to emphasize the practice of simplicity over the next several months. The
practice of simplicity begins with indentifying what is essential in your life and letting go of the rest. We’ve already
begun to explore this topic in the first few lines of the Serenity Prayer: God, grant me the serenity to accept the things
I cannot change, the courage to change the things I can, and the wisdom to know the difference. A new question or
meditation on simplicity will appear in the bulletin each Sunday for your use during the week. Our team welcomes
feedback on your use of the practice – or any of the past practices- so tell a team member or just email Miriam
Hollar, our chair, at schuling@aol.com.
Though we have been concentrating mostly on prayer forms thus far, spiritual practices come in many forms.
Spiritual practices are ways in which we can “curate” our hearts and minds to be open to the presence and direction
of our God. Below is a list that is far from
complete:
Bible Study
Breathe Prayer
Celebration
Confession
Centering Prayer
Community
Discernment
Donning “armor”
Dying
Enneagram
Fasting
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Reaching In Team Continued...
Fellowship
Forgiveness
Gratitude Journal
Holy Listening
Hospitality
Ignatius Prayer (Examin)
Kneeling
Labyrinth
Meditation
Prayer
Praying the hours (or an hour)
Sabbath
Self-examination
Service
Simplicity
Singing
Solitude
Spiritual Direction
Submission
Worship
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From Your Reaching Out Team...
When you come to worship, does it ever feel like we are asking for money constantly? Have you ever wondered why it seems
like we pass the plates or boxes multiple times in the same service? Your Reaching Out Team wants you to know that we are
sensitive to that and trying to improve the way we collect and distribute money in this church.
On the Reaching Out of end of things, we concern ourselves with what are known as “flow-through” dollars. These
are dollars we collect only so we can give them away to some group or organization in need. The children’s offerings are
probably the best example of flow-through offerings. In the past, we have had children’s offerings on the 2nd and 4th Sunday
of every month. Starting in September – this month – we are going to try doing only one children’s offering per month – on
the fourth Sunday of the month. Additionally, on that fourth Sunday, we won’t pass the plates for the regular offering. We’ve
come to realize that our visitors and guests find it very confusing to have multiple plates passed at different times in the same
service, with the result that sometimes visitors don’t know what they’re contributing to. Some have put regular offerings in the
children’s boxes and vice-versa.
What we’re asking of you on those 4th Sundays – Children’s offering Sundays – is that you will bring a month’s worth
of your saved up spare change and put that in the boxes as the kids pass them. But also, be sure to bring your regular offering
envelope, check, or cash and place it in the offering plates that we’ll have back in the narthex where the greeters stand. (The
regular offering plates WON’T be passed on Children’s Offering Sundays, but they’ll still be available!) You can put your
regular offering in the plates in the narthex before or after worship, whichever is easier. You can even do it at coffee hour if you
forget.
This might sound complicated or confusing, as all changes do initially. But the idea here is to simplify and streamline
everything we do with money on Sundays. From now on, only one offering of any kind will take place during the service
– regular collections on the first 3 Sundays of the month (and on the 5th Sunday of those rare months that have one), and
children’s offerings on the 4th Sunday. All Children’s offerings will continue to be flow-through dollars – money that we offer
in love to others in need.
We also hope to do a better job of letting you know what is coming up in terms of special offerings, along with information
about the group or organization that will be receiving our Reaching Out funds. For example, our Children’s Offering in
September (on the 23rd) will go to the Otsego County Food Pantry. You all know a great deal about our local food pantry, and
if you’d like to know more, Don Storing is our new Food Pantry coordinator! Looking further down the road, here are some
other upcoming special offerings to which you’ll have the chance to contribute:
•

Oct 7 – World Communion Sunday – The UCC’s Neighbors in Need Offering

•

Oct 28 – The Refuge

•

Nov 25 – Buffalo Bikes (Read about this incredible ministry on line!)

Thank you for your constant generosity, both toward this church and to our needy brothers and sisters
outside of it!
4

What your Pastor Has Been Reading...
Reckless Daughter: A Portrait of Joni Mitchell by David Yaffee
I’ve always been a huge fan of Joni Mitchell’s music, and now, thanks to this incredible biography by David Yaffee,
I have learned what lies behind that one-of-a-kind voice and those poetic lyrics. From her childhood on the Canadian
prairie to her romantic relationships with Leonard Cohen, Graham Nash, and others, Reckless Daughter is a treasure
trove for any music buff.
Radio Free Vermont: A Fable of Resistance by Bill McKibben
I first became familiar with Bill McKibben through his thoughtful essays on the environment and other issues of justice
and peace. This book is both humorous and profound, as the main character starts an underground and untraceable radio
show designed to lead Vermonters to secede from the United States. I think you’ll enjoy this, while at the same time gain
some insight into the effectiveness of peaceful, vital forms of resistance.

Tips for Loving the Planet...
1) Never ever buy bottled water!
The bottles are made of the worst kind of plastic - both single use and non-recyclable. Plus the companies, like
Nestle who bottle it are taking water from places that desperately need it. Most grocery stores now have the ability for
you to fill your own thermoses and jugs with spring water, eliminating the need for bottled water altogether.
2) Buy clothing from second hand stores and resale shops.
Such clothing is never packaged, so there is zero waste with such a purchase. Plus you’ll save a lot of money in
the process!
Thank you for doing everything you can to love our precious planet!

Toby is looking for a nice desk lamp for his office in the Parish Hall. Currently, his office only has overhead florescent
lighting, which is painfully bright, inefficient from an energy standpoint, and tough on his migraines.
If you have something that might work, please text or email Toby a photo of it before bringing it in. Thank you!!
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Kidz on a Mission
...is looking forward to another year of Learning and Serving.
Although the class will be engaged in the four themes chosen by the church for the year, our overall theme will
be Going Outside Yourself. In order to do this, we will be studying the Ourself aspect. I have found this awesome
behavior-over-belief curriculum that connects students (and me) with their own inner wisdom. It is based on eight
affirmations that will guide what we learn in class:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

The teachings of Jesus lead me to understand that I am one with all.
My heart is open to the wisdom teachings of the world.
I am a part of the community of life that includes all people.
What I believe in my heart is what I show in my actions.
As I ask questions and try to understand, my heart and mind stay open.
I act with inner peace and fairness in all I do.
I love and take care of my earth home.
I will always look for ways to learn and be loving to others.
Our activities to put our behavior into action will include the Crop Walk, a Food Drive for the food pantry, the
Community Meal, going to the UP to help, trips downstate to work in the inner city, as well as visit other houses of
worship.

If you know of a student from 7th – 12th grade that you think would be interested in joining us, please let me know.
We meet on Sunday morning at 9:15 in the basement of the church and then usually go up to hear Toby’s sermon
during the regular church service.
I am blessed to be joined by Mirja Hoeft (Miss Sue,) and Steve and Lori Ferguson to try to accomplish some very
ambitious goals. You are always welcome to join us or offer to help! If you have any questions or would like me to
contact a potential class member, please get in touch with me by phone – call or text 810-623-1691 or email at
brendabrummel@me.com.
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Person of the Month
Chuck & Judy Falk
It doesn’t take long in his presence to see that Chuck Falk is a humble and decent man who strives to lead a
righteous life. And he and his wife, Judy, have an unbreakable bond that has sustained them through life’s adversities.
Born in Milan in1937, Chuck remained there, working at a machine shop after high school until he joined the Navy in
1958.
“I was lucky to serve in peacetime - before Vietnam and after Korea,” he said. “I did get mixed up in the Cuba
incident, escorting a convoy to the Panama Canal, but nothing happened.”
While in the Navy, Chuck’s cousin introduced him to someone who would have a profound impact on the rest of
his life.
“My cousin, Belva Jean, and I were very close,” he said. “I was home on leave and Belva told me to come by on
Friday night, because she had a classmate from nursing school she wanted me to meet. There were a lot of people there
but the only face I saw was Judy’s. We talked most of the night. We have been married 58 years. Belva died young at 28.
I just wish she was here to see what a good thing she did.”
After Chuck’s Navy service the Falks moved to Milan. Judy, a registered nurse, worked at doctors’ offices, and he
at machine shops for the next 10 years. They moved to Gaylord in 1972.
Both hard workers, Chuck worked as a machine maker for 27 years in Gaylord until he retired. Judy worked for
the State of Michigan Health Department at the Alpine Center until it closed. “In Milan we attended the Presbyterian
Church and in Gaylord we attended the Presbyterian Mission in Michaywe’ until they hired a pastor we couldn’t relate
to,” Chuck said. “That’s when we switched to this church.”
They joined the First Congregational UCC about 30 years ago. Chuck said Pastor Toby Jones changed his life.
“He has taught me an awful lot about being a Christian,” Chuck said. “Everything other churches collected used to be for
their church. Here it’s different because this church also collects money to donate to others in need outside the church in
the community.”
Since Chuck joined the church he has served on all the boards, worked on the grounds, and used his only hobby
- woodworking - to build cabinets for the office, children’s room and women’s rest room. He recently carved beautiful
wooden pens for a church fundraiser.
“I’ve backed off from some of the volunteering now,” he said. “In 1999, I retired and Judy and I traveled in our
RV from Maine to Arizona. The last 13 years we went to Florida. They had a craft sale every year and I would sell my
woodworking - furniture, baskets, pens.”
Continued on next page...
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The Falks parented four children.(“All good children,” Judy said.) They had six grandchildren though, sadly,
one passed away, and one great grandchild.
Chuck and his wife have faced the usual problems and hardships most people endure in life, along with major
crises, such as Chuck’s heart attack in 2010, requiring a pacemaker. They now are dealing with issues of aging. Chuck
has hearing loss and Judy has memory problems.
“But we’ve had a good life,” Chuck said. “No real crises we couldn’t overcome.”
They no longer travel in their RV, but still keep active, including going to rehab twice a week, eating dinner at
Applebee’s every Friday, visiting with family, and attending church and church special events.
“We’re happy with each other,” Chuck said. “We love each other and tell each other daily. We try to live each
day to the fullest.”
Judy grabbed his hand and said, emphatically, “Yes we do.”
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Thank You, Sandra!
After 11 years of faithful service, our organist Sandra Soderberg has
decided to retire. Her health troubles of late have made it impossible
for her to be here on a consistent basis. Please be sure to thank Sandra
personally in the weeks to come, and we will have a special coffee hour
to honor her fantastic contribution later this month. Stay tuned!
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Announcements
•
•

•

•
•

•

“Veggies, Eggs, and a Side of Hope” - Annual CROP Hunger Walk is Sunday, September 16th! Registration is at
1:30pm and walk begins at 2:00pm. Please see Helen Crandall with questions.
Church Rummage Sale - If you haven’t already, please begin cleaning out your closets, basement, and garage!
Our annual rummage sale is September 21-22! Please bring items in Tuesday and Wednesday of that same week.
There will be a signup sheet in fellowship help for volunteers to help with tables, unpacking, and pricing. Please
see Mona Viviano with any questions.
UNA Fall Association Meeting - will be held in Manistee on Saturday, September 29th. Our own Miriam Hollar is
the keynote speaker. “Be not afraid to...spend time alone with God. Deepen your personal relationship with God in
silence and in conversation.” This will be a great event. Additionally, the UCC Women of the North will be hosting
a Bake Sale to raise money for our mission and scholarship work. If you’d like to send something with us, please
let us know.
Annual Women’s Tour - Save the Date! Wednesday, October 3rd! More information to follow.
Helping at the Food Pantry - We are scheduled to help at The Food Pantry November 1 & 2 from 12p-2p. Don
Storing is looking for volunteers to help him pass out food and organize shelves as needed. If interested or have
questions, please see Don.
Coming Soon…The Annual Church Picnic! Sunday, September 9 from 11:30 to 1:00! Right after worship on
the second Sunday of September, we’ll gather around the Gazebo for food, fun, and fellowship! We’ll provide
Burgers, Brats, and Buns (with a vegetarian alternative). All you need to do is bring a side dish or dessert to share.
Since they are sturdy and dishwash-able, we’ll use our kitchen plates, silverware, and cups so as to minimize our
waste. Or if you’d like to bring your own table service, you may. Just make sure that it is not disposable, as we
seek to improve our relationship with Mother Earth. And if you have a bad or hectic week leading up to the picnic
or somehow forget to prepare a dish, just come anyway! There is ALWAYS plenty of food around this place!
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september Schedule
DATE

LITURGIST

USHER/GREETER

Sept 2

Marilyn Kaczanowski

Louanne Spearman

Sept 9

Marilyn Kaczanowski

David Henson &
Margaret Hafner

Sept 16

Marilyn Kaczanowski

Sept 23

Marilyn Kaczanowski

Sept 30

Marilyn Kaczanowski

Mardee Storing

Mardee Storing

COFFEE HOUR

Helen Mate

Church Picnic

Joel & Joanie Sietsema
Chuck & Judy Falk

Rod & Sallie Anderson

Carol Leser & Donna
Kofler

September Birthdays
3

Amallia Kassuba

11

Louanne Spearman

13

Stephanie Kalember

14

Gage Boughner

17

Chuck Falk

19

Carol Leser

20

George Lienerth

25

Judy Dunn

September Anniversaries
15

Kay and Jim Boughner

20

Joe and Lani English
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SEPTEMBER
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1

2

3

Worship, 10am

4

5

Labor Day

Reaching Out,
11:30am
*bulletin due

9

10

11

12

6
Bible Study,
11am
Women’s
Fellowship,
12:15pm

7

13

14

Trustees,
9:30am
Bible Study,
11am

Worship, 10am
Church Picnic,
11:30am

8

Community
Meal, 5pm

UNA
Meeting,
10am

15

Community
Meal, 5pm

*bulletin due

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Worship, 10am
Rummage
Sale

CROP Walk
*bulletin due

23

24

Rummage Sale
Prep
25

Rummage
Sale Prep
26

Rummage
Sale

Rummage
Sale Prep
27

28

29

Worship, 10am
Salad
Luncheon,
11:30am

Bible Study,
11am

Community
Meal, 5pm

*bulletin due
*contributions to
newsletter due

30
Worship, 10am
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