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From Your Pastor...
First, I want to thank all of you for the way you have opened
yourselves to our 8-week outreach focus and sermon series on addiction. Many
of you were understandably skeptical about this at first, but now that we are
4 weeks into our journey through the 12 Steps, I think we are all seeing how
universally applicable and spiritually powerful the road to recovery is for all
people.
I think we were all struck by Kurtice’s story on July 15. He is truly
“one of us” in every sense of the word – born and raised in Gaylord, a product
of the Gaylord schools, and one whose life became unmanageable over time.
I was so moved and proud of the warm welcome Kurtice received from all of
you. It was like seeing Jesus’s story of the prodigal son unfolding before my
eyes.
Each and every Sunday, we say “Whoever you are, wherever you are
on your life journey, you are welcome here.” These words are very easy to say
but far more difficulty to embody and put into flesh. But putting such words
into flesh is precisely what we’re called to do. Christians are supposed to
“flesh out” all the teachings of Jesus, for without flesh, they are merely words,
religious platitudes that do no good for others.
In the first chapter of John’s Gospel, John opens with a brief history
of the world, or the cosmos as the Greeks would say. He speaks of The Word
becoming flesh – “and the Word became flesh and dwelled among us, and we
beheld His glory.” Far too many Christians think that only Jesus had the job
of making the Word flesh, but the truth is that is the job description of every
person who claims to follow Jesus. Every single one of us has been put on this
earth to turn the Word of God into flesh – concrete actions of love, forgiveness,
and acceptance that present the face of God to those around us. Are you doing
that? Am I?
Each and every day when we wake up, our prayer should be, “Lord, 1
help me give flesh to your Word this day. May my loving actions present your
loving face to everyone I see today.” Amen.

From Your Council...
We continue to work on developing leadership within our congregation and on matters of strategic planning,
as our church grows and thrives into the exciting future God has for us.
You may have noticed the growing number of new faces from Sunday to Sunday. That’s a great sign for
our church, but it also makes it more challenging to effectively welcome and integrate visitors into our open and
affirming family of faith. Nametags are an important tool, as we attempt to get to know one another better, and we
are happy to provide new nametags for any newcomers.
The Coffee Hour is another vital instrument in effectively welcoming and reaching out to visitors, if we think
of it as such. For many of us, coffee hour is an important chance to reconnect with our friends after a long and busy
week. We sit at certain tables with the people we already know, and there is certainly nothing wrong with that. But
we do want to offer a gentle nudge that we each try to spend at least a portion of our coffee hours making contact
with one or two people we don’t know. A simple hello and a brief introduction can go a long way to helping our
church grow. Additionally, inviting someone you don’t know to sit with you at a table can help a visitor or newcomer
feel a little more at home here.
Occasionally, we on your council feel called to nudge all of us, ourselves included, toward extending
ourselves a little beyond our comfort zone. That is why we have offered occasional “mixer” activities for coffee
hours. Using birthday months, colors, or other gimmicks, we simply want to create the possibility that each of us
might make a new friend, have a surprising conversation, or just make someone else feel connected in a way they
haven’t before. Thank you for doing your best to help us be an even more welcoming church than we already are!
Looking ahead, we are hoping to host some small dinner gatherings early this fall with the sole purpose of
getting to know each other better. Getting six to eight folks from our family of faith together – outside of the church in each other’s homes for a meal and conversation is something that we think will really help us grow into that bright
future God has in store for us. Stay tuned for more information soon.
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From Your Reaching In Team…
We want to begin with a big thank you to Kay Boughner for graciously serving as our chair in
the last year. Kay stepped up to this challenge not because such leadership is in her comfort zone, but
because we needed her to do so. Thank you, Kay!
Miriam Hollar has graciously agreed to step into the chair role, and given her interest in
meditation, contemplative prayer, and other practices designed to increase our conscious contact with
God, she will be a great fit.
Our team needs some help from you in the form of feedback. We have been offering
particular prayer practices on a monthly basis, and we want to know how you are doing with them.
Are you trying them out in your daily life? Are they making a difference? Thank you for letting us
know!
We have one more important item for your calendar. We have changed the date of the church
picnic to Sunday, September 9 at 11:30 am. We will have it here on the grounds – outside, of course
– and it will replace coffee hour that day. We’ll grill burgers, hot dogs, and at least one vegetarian
alternative. More details will follow but for now, just get September 9 on your calendar instead of the
very busy August 12 date that was previously announced.

From Your Reaching Out Team...
Thanks to everyone for your enthusiastic and generous participation in our current outreach
theme on addiction. We have forged an effective partnership with Harbor Hall, the premier provider
for comprehensive addiction treatment both - inpatient and outpatient – in Northern Michigan. Our
children’s offerings and our July Salad luncheon proceeds have already made a difference there, and
Rokko’s August 12 June Jans concert will also benefit Harbor Hall.
Looking ahead, as we begin our 2018-2019 school year, our fall Outreach theme will be
“Becoming a Church for the Poor.” We’ll explore what it means to truly and fully embrace Jesus’s
priority of alleviating poverty. As the host church for the September 16th Crop Walk, we’ll start the
fall off making a real difference in hunger both near and far away.
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As a part of the Convergence Leadership Project of which I am a part, we have been studying articles like this
one. As you can imagine, such news is quite upsetting for all of us. But the question we must entertain is what can we
do as pastors and churches to make a positive difference in the worsening environmental crisis.
The council has been kind enough to engage with me on these vitally important questions, and we are hoping to
establish some ambitious but important goals to help our church become a part of the solution rather than a contributor
to the problem.
Would you be willing to help us? Start by asking these questions:
1) What would it take for our church to become plastic free by Earth Day 2019?
2) What would it take for our church to become paper-free/paperless by Earth Day 2020?

And now for this month’s Loving the Planet Tips…
1) Say no to Saran Wrap and other Plastic wrap products!
• Did you know that several on-line companies sell replacements for these products made out of beeswax? They
can be washed with warm water and reused forever! No more plastic wrap! You can even purchase this product at
Isabella’s Copper Pot just down the street!
2) Ask the cashier at Subway to skip the plastic bag! Just take your sandwich in the paper wrap. You can do this at many
places, but you have to get in the habit of asking!
3) Use your own ceramic cup/mug whenever you buy coffee!
Thank you for loving this planet that God created!

Some Special Thank You’s
Don Storing - for taking such good care of our lawn and grounds.
Rod Anderson - for covering for Don during the month of July with lawncare.
Margaret Soller - for her continuing help in the office on Thursdays.
Sallie Anderson & Mona Viviano - for hours of gardening and tending to our grounds.
*If there is someone you know who could use a special thank you, please let Jessica know!
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Kidz on a Mission
This year’s Hot Dog Sale during the Alpenfest Parade could not have taken place without the help of many. Thanks
to Carol Leser and Donna Kofler for donating hot dogs; to Bo Leser and Scott Boughner for cooking the hot dogs;
to Cathy Otto for doing the pop corn; to Rod Anderson for setting up the grill; to Helen Mate and her grandchildren,
Mirja Hoeft and her granddaughter, Mona Viviano, Ian Hotelling and the Kalember family!

A huge thank you to all of you for helping Kidz on a Mission.
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Coming Soon – The Furnace Girl by Kraig Moreland & Toby Jones
In October of 1928, in the quaint north shore Chicago suburb of Lake Bluff, 30-year-old Elfrieda Knaak was found naked
in the basement of the Village Hall, propped up next to the furnace, with burns over more than half of her body... but still alive!
To this day –- 90 years later -- no one knows how she got there or how she was so badly burned.
This stranger-than-fiction story is told through the eyes of Griff Morgan, a young orphan boy, whose harrowing journey
makes him an accidental witness to what still remains one of the most puzzling, unsolved crimes of the early 1900s.
So reads the back cover of Toby’s book that was officially released to the public on July 27. While there is a rather
grizzly event at the heart of The Furnace Girl, the book is much more a coming of age story than a murder mystery. As one
reviewer put it:
I was not sure how engaged I would be in the mystery of what really happened to Elfrieda Knaak. I was dead wrong.
Beautifully and honestly written, the narrative explores a young boy’s coming of age, as he endures heartbreaking loss. I found
myself enthralled with Griff Morgan’s search for solace in his life as an orphan, while confronting sinister characters, illicit
love triangles, and a horrific crime. The book pulled on my heartstrings, as I cheered for him to conquer incredible conflict,
uncertainty, and tragedy. The plausible theory of what happened to Elfrieda Knaak makes for a great story, but The Furnace Girl
is so much more!
-Leslie Basedow
This book is the culmination of two-and-a-half years of collaboration and writing by Toby and his dear friend Kraig
Moreland. It is a work of historical fiction that is based on an actual event and is filled with real-life characters that will totally
amaze you. It is only fictional in the sense that Toby and Kraig offer an alternative theory to what the official record of the case
posits. This theory grew out of Kraig Moreland’s years of research into the Elfrieda Knaak case. Kraig is a filmmaker who hopes
The Furnace Girl will become a motion picture someday, so he needed Toby to write the book.
The Furnace Girl is already available on Amazon.com and will soon be available at Saturn Books. If you read it and like
it, please help Toby and Kraig spread the word! As a self-published work, the only way for the project to ‘make it’ is word-ofmouth and social media. Thank you for your help and participation in this book project!
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AUGUST Schedule
DATE

LITURGIST

USHER/GREETER

COFFEE HOUR

Aug 5

Don Storing

Mona Viviano

Vicky Rigney & Stephanie
Kalember

Aug 12

Don Storing

Mardee Storing, Pat
Sepura, & Liz Marks

Aug 19

Don Storing

Margaret Hellenberg Margaret Hellenberg &
Cathy Otto
& Cathy Otto

Aug 26

Don Storing

Vicky Rigney

August Birthdays
4

Jody Chwatun

4

Margaret Soller

8

Helen Crandall

9

Larry Wubbles

11

Steve Ferguson

11

Kathy Blom

12

Joe English

13

Susan Webeler

20

Jen Kassuba

23

Meadow Kassuba

23

Don Crandall

24

Pat Lange

24

Tyler English

August Anniversaries
1

Eric & Meredith Anderson

7

Dale & Margaret Rehkopf
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AUGUST
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday
1

Thursday
2

Friday
3

Saturday
4

Bible Study,

Community

11am

Meal, 5pm

Women’s
Fellowship,
12:15pm

5

6

7

8

9

10

Reaching Out,
11:30am

11

Trustees,

Community

9:30am

Meal, 5pm

UNA, 10am

Bible Study,
11am

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

Church Book

Bible Study,

Community

Club, 1pm

11am

Meal, 5pm

Reaching In,
12:15pm

19

20

21

22

Council, 11:30am

26

27

28
Salad Luncheon,
11:30am

29

23

24

25

Bible Study,

Community

11am

Meal, 5pm

30

31

Bible Study,

Community

11am

Meal, 5pm
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