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From Your Pastor…

 
 I don’t know about you, but the most recent school shooting 
in Parkland, Florida on Valentine’s Day really devastated my family 
and me. Jeanne and I are both longtime schoolteachers. A great 
many of our closest friends are teachers as well, and most of them, 
along with us, still have children who are students. To show how 
this most recent shooting is effecting people far beyond Florida, one 
high school teacher here in Northern Michigan shared a story with 
me of something that happened just last week in her classroom. Her 
class was hard at work on a classic in American Literature, when a 
loud bang rang out down the hall. She and her students winced and 
hit the deck. It turned out, the source of the noise was a balloon that 
had been hanging from a student’s locker as a birthday decoration. 
When it suddenly and unexpectedly popped, it sent the entire 
hallway into lockdown mode. How very sad that this is where we 
are in America’s schools today.

 Fear is no friend of the learning process. We have enough 

challenges in the American education system without adding fear 

brought on by gun violence into the mix. If there is one place all 

our children should feel totally safe, it is in their school buildings. 

Plus, we already have a serious teacher shortage. What do we think 

these school shootings - at a rate of over two per week in 2018 - 

will do to the number of qualified professionals wanting to become 
teachers?

http://www.firstuccgaylord.org
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=first congregational church 
mailto:pastor%40firstuccgaylord.org?subject=
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From Your Pastor Continued...

 As we turn our calendars to March, the focus of our love in action turns to at-risk children, 

and it couldn’t have come at a better time. This is a broad and important category within the larger 

family of God, and our Outreach Team is wise to lead us in exploring ways of reaching out to our 

most vulnerable kids. In the next couple months, we’ll be learning a great deal together about the 

myriad risks our children face in 2018 and the various effects living with such risks has upon their 
development. Child abuse and neglect, substance abuse, poverty, emotionally unstable homes, divorce, 

bullying, the constant threat of violence, and the list of damage inducing situations goes on and on. 

We’ll be hearing from some local experts on children at risk. In fact, our Reaching Out team has 

already been interviewing local professionals and is trying to line up a panel to come speak to us on 

April 22.

 Jesus said, “Let the children come to me, and do not hinder them, for to such belongs the 

kingdom of God.” Today’s children have far more challenges and barriers thrust upon them than 

previous generations did, and that is making it incredibly difficult for them to grow into healthy, well-
adjusted adults. I am so grateful to be a part of a church that is taking active, informed steps to see to it 

that the at-risk children in our community get the love they need and deserve. Keep up the great work, 

brothers and sisters!
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An Invitation From Your Reaching In Team...
 

Your Reaching In Team is encouraging the entire church family to practice spiritual disciplines. A 

spiritual discipline is a habit or pattern that helps each of us become increasingly aware of the love 

of God that surrounds each of us.  Over the coming months, the Team will be highlighting different 
practices, both in the newsletter and in worship. Some of these practices will be new to you while 

others may be ones that you are already using. Together we will practice these disciplines and support 

each other as we build stronger relationships with God.

This month, the Team would like to encourage the practice of gratitude. A simple way of practicing 

gratitude every day is to write down three to five things for which you are grateful.  You can do this in 
a journal or on individual pieces of paper like index cards and keep them in a jar or basket. You could 

do this practice as an individual or as a family. The important part is to commit your gratitude to paper 

so you can see it. 

We all have bad days when we feel that we have nothing for which to be grateful. Ironically, these 

days are the most important ones to look for the grace and love in our lives. On such days, the best you 

may be able to write is that you are grateful for the toast and butter you had for breakfast or for a song 

you heard on the radio. Even the smallest gratitudes are important and worthy of recognition.  

Once you have written your three to five things down, offer a prayer of thanksgiving to God. 
Remember that God’s grace and love surrounds you at all times and can bring joy to your life, even on 

the most frustrating or saddest of days.

An Update on the Church Retreat...

Our Team has also been discussing plans for a retreat for this spring. We’ve decided to dedicate this 

year’s retreat to give our Kidz on a Mission some uninterrupted time with Toby. Because of the Kidz’ 

meeting schedule and Toby’s obligations, there really hasn’t been any time when our pastor and Kidz 

can be together, so we’re hoping to remedy that on an upcoming April weekend. Stay tuned for more 

details.
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An Update From Your Reaching Out Team…

 The Reaching Out Team seeks to give our work in the community direction, 
purpose, and coordination. In the previous two months, your coordinated efforts made a 
real difference in the lives of our local homeless folks. Whether it was the special loose 
change collections led by the children totaling $476.00, all of which went directly to The 
Refuge, or the meals we prepared both individually and collectively to help nourish the 
men staying over there, God used our offerings for the good of those who need it most. 
Did you know that our youngest kids prepared healthy snack bags for the Refuge guests 
to take with them during the day, while our older Kidz on a Mission prepared full, multi-
course, evening meals as well? Thank you, one and all, for making January and February 
a little better for our homeless brothers and sisters!

And now, we will turn our collective attention to another population who really needs 
our love. March and April, we will channel our efforts to children who are at risk in our 
community. Your Reaching Out team has met with school counselors, social workers, 
and other experts who work on the front lines with struggling kids in and around 
Gaylord. We will share the fruits of our research with you and be guided by it, as we 
seek to make a difference in these tender and vulnerable lives. On March 18 in worship, 
we will even hear a first person account of what it is like to grow up in an at-risk 
environment from one of our own church family members. Our worship time on April 
22nd will include a panel of experts in the field of at-risk youth. 

As Toby mentioned on page 1, the constant occurrence of school shootings makes all 
children at-risk children, so you can be sure we will be wrestling with that in the next 
eight weeks as well.

Most of our outreach efforts take place in our local community. But the Gospel calls us 
to open our arms even wider than that to embrace and assist brothers and sisters all over 
the world. That kind of reaching out is much more complicated and challenging, which 
is why we participate with our denomination’s efforts. The United Church of Christ 
has resources and professional staff on the ground in countries all over the world. By 
participating in the UCC’s five annual offerings, our little church joins forces with UCC 
churches all over to make difference in needy communities worldwide. 
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In a nutshell 5 for 5 is five yearly offerings collected thorough out the year that go to 5 different 
areas of need in our world.

First area or the first of the five is called “Our Church’s Wider Mission” and is basically collected 
every week in you weekly offering envelop. Funds that are collected here are unrestricted and serve 
to support programs, recourses and tools to keep UCC churches strong, effective and vital.

“One Great Hour of Sharing,” the second of the 5 is collected during the Lenten season and 
supports partner countries with ministries that fund health, education and agricultural issues, 

emergency relief, refugee ministries and disaster response. http://www.ucc.org/oghs

Then during Pentecost we turn our attention to “Strengthen the Church.” The funds collected for 

this fund help support church growth, pastoral and lay leader growth and development youth and 

young adult ministries within our conference. http://www.ucc.org/stc_stc-frequently-asked

“Neighbors in Need,” the first Sunday of October as part of World Wide Communion Sunday 1/3 
is devoted to the Council for American Indian ministry and the remaining 2/3 support a variety of 

justice initiatives, advocacy efforts and direct service projects and grants. http://www.ucc.org/nin

Finally the fifth and final is “The Christmas Fund.” Retired and active UCC authorized ministers 
and lay employees and their surviving spouses may receive direct financial assistance, emergency 
assistance and Christmas thank-you checks. 

https://ext.pbucc.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=290&Itemid=300 

If you’d like more information go to this you tube video. https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=ZuDtdh7HnIIh 

The Reaching Out Team meetings are now on the first Sunday of the month at 11:30am over in the 
newly renovated youth room in the church. We welcome your input!
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Kidz on a Mission

A huge thank you to all who helped and who attended the Second Annual Madrigal Dinner. It was a 
huge success and the monies raised will help our Kidz on a Mission to fullfill many of their goals. I 
am blessed with wonderful “Kidz” and an unbelievable group of parents. This church just continues 

to amaze me with our dedication to helping others.
     -Brenda Brummel
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A Message About The Refuge

Some Facts from our Outreach focus on Homelessness
• Your monetary contributions go toward The Refuge’s monthly budget of $3,000.00. These contributions 

directly help with rent, gas, electricity, insurance, paid staff, internet, phone, etc. 
• Physical contributions go directly to residents. Did you know that there is no way to cook food at The Refuge? 

Your meal donations are incredibly important!

From Your Council...

We are up and running with our newly trained teammates, ready to tackle the challenges of our 

particular mission:

 “Council’s focus is leadership development and talent stewardship, 

 with a goal of having everyone meaningfully involved in ministry here. 

 We are also entrusted with assuring the appropriate balance of “in-reach” and “out-reach”  

 activities, along with other strategic issues which may arise.”

At our most recent meeting in January, we realized that in order to maximize meaningful 

involvement around here, we’ll need to get to know each other better. We need to discover each 

other’s gifts, talents, and passions and then consider how they might be brought to bear on the 

needs of this congregation and community. To that end, we’d like your help in making our coffee 
hour a time when we can get to know folks in our growing family whom we haven’t had a chance 

to talk to yet. Stay tuned…

Our meeting times will alternate each month between the 3rd Thursday of the month at 4:15 pm 

and the 3rd Sunday of the month at 11:30 am., both in the Youth Room of the church. March will 

be a Thursday meeting on the 15th at 4:15, while April will be a Sunday meeting on April 15 at 

11:30. We welcome your input and ideas! 
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NAME OUR NEWSLETTER CONTEST!

Our monthly newsletter needs a name, something that reflects the unique personality of our eclectic 
congregation! So Jessica and Toby are personally sponsoring a “Name Our Newsletter” contest! 

Send us your ideas via email to office@firstuccgaylord.org. If your newsletter name is selected, 
you’ll receive the incredible prize of lunch at the Phat Pita with the pastor and communications’ 

coordinator! One entry per person but families are welcome to submit multiple suggestions. 
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From Your Communications Coordinator...
 

2018 Volunteers
 We are still in need of volunteers to help with Sunday duties. There are many weeks when we need ushers and 

greeters, as well as liturgists and hosts/hostesses for coffee hour.
 Please see me in the church office or email me if you have time in your schedule to help. Louanne has a signup 

calendar for coffee hours which resides in the Fellowship Hall. Thank you!

Name Tags, Email
If you are in need of a name tag, or if you are not receiving the many eblasts I send out, please see me in office so we 

can update your information! 

Directory
Please take a look at the directory when you have a spare moment. Most of our members have a phone number, street 

address, and email address listed with their name. If you would like another form of contact added or would like one 

omitted, please let me know! 

I do keep copies in Fellowship Hall next to my door in the slotted wall.

Minutes
I am in need of approved meeting minutes so I may add them to the website. Please submit to:

 office@firstuccgaylord.org

The Upper Room

March-April issues are available.

Thank you!!!!
Jessica’s Schedule
Tuesdays: 8am-2:30pm

Wednesdays: 9am-3pm

office@firstuccgaylord.org

mailto:office%40firstuccgaylord.org?subject=
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What Your Pastor Has Been Reading...

Beartown - by Fredrik Backman - I couldn’t put this book down! Fredrik Backman is the same terrific 
writer who penned “A Man Called Ove.” This story is totally different than Ove. It takes place in a tiny 
Canadian town where hockey is king. A horrible crime is committed on the eve of the national semi-

final, and one of the star players is a suspect. I loved this book.

The Moth Presents: All These Wonders - Edited by Catherine Burns

If you are a fan of NPR’s Moth Radio Hour, this book is for you! It is a collection of some of the 
best, first-person stories from that terrific radio show. Most of them are 4-6 pages long and extremely 
compelling. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS...

 

•  Calling all salad recipes! The Women’s Fellowship is putting together a salad luncheon 

cookbook so we may all enjoy the delicious salads shared over the years. Please contact Mona or 

Vicky with questions or recipes, or email them to vicky.rigney@gmail.com. Deadline is Monday, 

April 2nd. Cookbook will be published later in the month of April. 

•  The Church Bookclub will meet on Thursday, March 21st at 1pm. This month’s book is “The 

Sea Keeper’s Daughters” by Lisa Wingate.

•  The UNA’s Committee Meetings are scheduled for 10am on March 3 in Fellowship Hall.
•  Do you an hour or two each week to devote to an at-risk child in the Gaylord school district? 

One of the counselors at the schools is looking for a handful of caring adults willing to spend 

one or two lunch periods per week at school working with a 5th-8th grader who is lacking basic 

math skills. We are not talking about algebra, trig, or geometry here, but rather basic math facts - 

multiplication tables, etc. Let Toby know if you are interested. Thank you!
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DATE LITURGIST USHER/GREETER COFFEE HOUR

March 4 Mona Viviano Helen & Jacklynn 
Mate

Louanne Spearman & 
Shirley Matevia

March 11 Mona Viviano Shirley Matevia The Fry Family

March 18 Mona Viviano Needed
Helen Mate & Mona 

Viviano

March 25 Mona Viviano Needed Pancake Breakfast

March Schedule 

March Birthdays

6 Pete Amar

8 Andrew Brazelton

8 Natassja English

11 Eric Anderson

11 Emily Brazelton

11 James Brazelton

12 Roger Brummel

12 Kay Boughner

12 Scott Boughner

14 Maryetta House

23 John Hellenberg

27 Carol Lienerth

30 Ryan Anderson

March Anniversaries

13 Russ (Bo) & Carol Leser

28 Norm & Pat Dressel
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1

Bible Study, 

11am

2

World Day of 

Prayer

Community 

Meal, 5pm

3

UNA 

Meeting

10am

4

Reaching Out, 

11:30am

5 6

Bulletin 

Deadline

7

Lenten Study

12pm

8

Trustees, 

9:30am

Bible Study, 

11am

9

Community 

Meal, 5pm

10

11

Daylight 

Savings

Begins

12 13

Bulletin 

Deadline

14

Lenten Study

12pm

15

Bible Study, 

11am

Reaching In, 

12:15pm

Council, 

4:15pm

16

Community 

Meal, 5pm

17

St. Patrick’s 

Day

18 19 20

First Day of 

Spring

Bulletin 

Deadline

21

Lenten Study

12pm

22

Church Book 

Club, 9:45am

Bible Study, 

11am

23

Community 

Meal, 5pm

24

25

Palm Sunday

26 27

Bulletin

Deadline

28

Lenten Study

12pm

29

Maundy 

Thursday

Bible Study, 

11am

30

Good Friday

Community 

Meal, 5pm

31

MARCH


