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From Your Pastor…

 
 Toward the end of March, I received an assignment from 
our Reaching Out Team to interview Christina Warren at South 
Maple Elementary School. My task was to learn as much as I could 
from her about At-Risk children in our schools. I was so impressed 
with Christina, one of the school counselors there, who is a 
compassionate, concerned professional. 
 Several of her stories were heartbreaking. She spoke of kids 
from kindergarten through third grade who have never been read to 
at home. In some cases, their parents are illiterate, while in others 
the parents just don’t make or take the time to read with their little 
ones. Christina went on to tell me some of the long term effects 
when young children are not read to – poor academic performance, 
poor self-esteem, and a variety of acting out to cover for their lack 
of exposure. 
 I immediately thought of Eloise at that age and how much I 
treasured our daily reading time together. In my lap she was safe, 
loved, and engaged in a trove of terrific children’s books. As my 
conversation with Christina continued, I realized how much I miss 
reading to Eloise, now that she is reading so well on her own. I also 
felt incredibly sad for these elementary kids who aren’t read to. 
 Fortunately, there is something we can do about these 
particular At-Risk children: we can read to them! Any of us who 
can spare a half hour or so a week can join a team of volunteers 
and read to these children at the beginning or end of their school 
day – 8:15-8:45 or 2:15 to 2:45 – whichever is more convenient. 
On behalf of our Reaching Out Team, I’m asking everyone in our 
church family to look at their schedule and find a day and time 
when you can help. Just call Jessica at the church office and let her 
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From Your Pastor Continued...

know the day and time that works the best for you. There are some forms all volunteers would have 

to fill out, along with the necessary background check. But what a small price to pay to make a huge 
difference in a child’s life!
 Another story Christina told was of kids coming to school in soiled underpants. Many of these 

children are not bathed regularly enough, and some have accidents. The school tries to keep extra 

underwear and pants on hand that kids can change into, but the school supply is depleted in the fall 

term. So I suggested to Christina that our congregation might help restock their supply of children’s 

underwear and pants for the remainder of the school year. Specific sizes and items are listed in the 
bulletin each week and can be found at the bottom of this article. There is a box in the parish hall into 

which you can drop your donated items. Again, let’s do everything we can to get our schools the help 

they need for these disadvantaged kids.

 So often churches think they have to start programs of their own to make a difference in their 
communities. But as our Reaching Out Team is discovering, sometimes all we need to do is go to the 

people on the front lines, who are already making a difference, and simply lend a hand. Thank you 
for joining us in our 8-week endeavor to make a difference in the lives of Gaylord’s At-Risk children, 
who are also our children, who are also God’s children!

Needed Items:

- underwear for boys and girls in sizes 4t – 5t, 6 & 8                        

- pants in sizes 4t-5t, 7/8, and 10/12 *(sweats are the best because both boys and girls can wear them)

- children’s mittens                                                                                            
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From Your Reaching In Team...
 

 Our spiritual practice for the month of April continues to be gratitude. Counting and paying attention to our 

blessings each and every day is an incredibly powerful practice. Not only does it create a positive focus for our lives, 

but it actually develops our ability to notice and appreciate life’s blessings as they are happening! An attitude of 

gratitude has been scientifically proven to make us healthier, happier, and a whole lot more fun to be around. 
 You may have noticed our new Gratitude bulletin board in the Parish Hall. Thank you, Helen Mate! You are 
encouraged both to read what others in our church family are thankful for and to add your own sunshine blessings. In 

addition, we have put some colorful “Today I am thankful for…” blessing counters in your bulletins every few weeks 

to further encourage your practice. You may also benefit from keeping a small notebook by your bed or kitchen table 
where you can spend just a few minutes at the beginning or end of the day recording your blessings in a prayerful way.  

Thank you for participating in this church-wide practice with us!

From Your Reaching Out Team...

 As Toby noted on the front page, we are actively pursuing loving volunteers to plug in at our local schools. At 

the elementary level, readers are needed, while at the middle school level, math helpers are needed. We’re not talking 

about higher math. At-Risk kids need review of the basic tables of multiplication, addition, subtraction, and division. 

Peter Amar is already doing this on Mondays at lunch time, so he is a good person to ask about being a middle school 

math buddy. Our amazing Communications Coordinator, Jessica Benoit, is keeping track of our emerging volunteer 

teams, so simply call or email her with your schedule and desired days.

 Coming soon to Sunday Worship…On April 15 of this month, we’ll have the opportunity to hear from a young 

woman who knows about human trafficking first hand. Luka Knight is a student of our own Ferris State professor 
Mischelle Stone. Luka was trafficked for many years since she was a very young girl. Through the help of many 
individuals, she found safety a few years ago.  Luka will graduate with her Master’s in Social Work this year. She 

does therapy with survivors of human trafficking and other forms of severe abuse in her current internship at CARE in 
Baldwin. CARE is a non profit counseling service in Baldwin that treats survivors of trafficking. She is also involved 
in advocacy for survivors and now speaks on behalf of survivors at churches and conferences. Luka is eager to meet 

with all of us at the 1st Congregational Church and to share her story. She will help us understand how we can be a 

part of the change needed to heal society of human trafficking. Like Steve Ferguson, Luka has lived through an At-
Risk childhood and somehow made it through. You won’t want to miss her story. Then, on April 22, we will host a 

panel discussion featuring three of the area’s leading experts on At-Risk children. Pat Morse, a retired judge who 

served Otsego County’s drug court, Darla Edwards, from Lutheran Social Services who runs a program on Adverse 

Childhood Experiences, and Anne Buyze Smith, an elementary teacher who is crafting a curriculum to teach K-12 

children how to cope and build positive relationships, will all be here for a town hall meeting of sorts. What an 

opportunity for us to learn how to better love and serve the kids in our Gaylord community!
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Kidz on a Mission

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

Please see Brenda Brummel for more information 
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School of Love News...

Dear Congregation, 

We, the School of Love students, are organizing a Loving Book Drive for local elementary school children. In 

the upcoming month of April, please keep your eyes open for a book drop box in The Parish Hall. Your donations 

of new or gently used books will be given to elementary aged children who otherwise cannot afford them. More 

information on particular types of books will be forthcoming.  A sign-up sheet for readers to go to local schools 

and read to youngsters will also be provided. We applaud your efforts to directly help children at risk! 

Thank you, 

The School of Love students

P. S. Remember these children are in need of underwear and sweatpants, too! Your donations are appreciated. 

Thank you to everyone who has already donated! To date, we have received 50 pairs of underwear, four pairs of 

sweatpants, and one hat!
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NAME OUR NEWSLETTER CONTEST!

Please continue sending in your suggestions!

Our monthly newsletter needs a name, something that reflects the unique personality of our eclectic congregation! 
So Jessica and Toby are personally sponsoring a “Name Our Newsletter” contest! 

Send us your ideas via email to office@firstuccgaylord.org. If your newsletter name is selected, you’ll receive the 
incredible prize of lunch at the Phat Pita with the pastor and communications’ coordinator! One entry per person but 

families are welcome to submit multiple suggestions. 

Look who ran into each other in Chicago!
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From Your Communications Coordinator...
 

2018 Volunteers
 We are still in need of volunteers to help with Sunday duties. Most urgently, we do not have anyone to usher 

and greet the remaining weeks of April. We will also be needing a May liturgist. 

 Please see me in the church office or email me if you have time in your schedule to help. 

Directory
I’ve made a few updates to our directory!

Copies are kept in Fellowship Hall next to my door in the slotted wall.

Minutes
I am in need of approved meeting minutes so I may add them to the website. Please submit to:

 office@firstuccgaylord.org

Thank you!!!!

Jessica’s Schedule
Tuesdays: 8am-2:30pm

Wednesdays: 9am-3pm

office@firstuccgaylord.org

mailto:office%40firstuccgaylord.org?subject=
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What Your Pastor Has Been Reading...

Killers of the Flower Moon by David Grann

What a gripping and disturbing read this non-fiction work is! The Osage native people were moved by the US 
government from the southeast out to the plains of Oklahoma. The land these native people were given turned out to be 

some of the most oil-rich land in the entire country. As oil companies came calling to lease the Osage land for drilling, 

this nation of people became incredibly wealthy. That’s when the Osage started turning up dead, killed by guns, bombs, 

poison, and whatever it took to get their land out from under them. J. Edgar Hoover led the FBI’s investigation to get to 
the bottom of these murders. You won’t believe who was responsible!

The Sacred Enneagram by Christopher Heuertz

For the last couple years, as I’ve been reading more and more by Richard Rohr, I keep hearing about the enneagram, 

an ancient tool to understand human personalities and behavior tendencies. My sister got me this book, and I have been 

amazed at just how incredible this tool is for understanding myself and others. If you have an interest in psychology and 

human behavior, check this one out.

ANNOUNCEMENTS...

 

•  There are still a couple more days to submit salad and dessert recipes. April 2 is the deadline. 

Please contact Vicky with questions or email recipes to vicky.rigney@gmail.com
•  Bible study is back on schedule beginning April 5th! Join us every Thursday at 11am in 

Fellowship Hall.
•  Women’s Fellowship reconvenes this Thursday, April 5th at 12:15pm in Fellowship Hall. 
•  Salad Luncheons are scheduled to start back up on the fourth Tuesday of May (22nd). These 

lunch time gatherings have several important purposes. First, they bring a lot of people together, 

people who don’t usually come to our worship services. These Tuesdays are a great time of 

conversation and fellowship. Second, these luncheons give people a look at our family of faith - 

who we are and what we are really about. Finally, we have used these luncheons and their $7 entry 

fee as fundraisers for various outside missions and causes we feel are worth contributing to out 

in the community. We hope as many of you as possible will help make these gatherings fun and 

successful!     
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DATE LITURGIST USHER/GREETER COFFEE HOUR

April 1 Mary Fox Mona Viviano HAPPY EASTER!

April 8 Mary Fox Louanne Spearman
Stephanie Kalember 

& Laura Hoteling

April 15 Mary Fox Needed

Gloria House, Evelyn 
Pratt, & Cheryl 

Double

April 22 Mary Fox Needed
Cathy Otto & 

Margaret Hellenberg

Needed Don & Mardee 
Storing, & Liz Marks

April Schedule 

  April 29        Mary Fox    

April Birthdays

2  Avery Ball

3  Doreen Dobosy

4  Duncan Palmer

4  Anna Kalember

7  Jenna Andrews

8  Paige Kassuba

9  Anna Fry

16  Cathy Otto

14  Ben Fry

14  Scott Fry

19  Aaron Hotelling

19  Caroline Compton

25  Keara Ball

26  Mike Andrews

April Anniversaries

4  John & Margaret Hellenberg

19  Aaron and Laura Hotelling
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 

Easter Sunday

2 3

*Bulletin Deadline

4 5

Bible Study, 

11am

6

Community 

Meal, 5pm

7

8

Reaching Out, 

11:30am

9 10

*Bulletin Deadline

11 12

Trustees, 

9:30am

Bible Study, 

11am

13

Community 

Meal, 5pm

14

15

Council, 

11:30am

16 17

*Bulletin Deadline

18 19

Bible Study, 

11am

Reaching In, 

12:15pm

20

Community 

Meal, 5pm

21

22

Earth Day

23

*May newsletter 

deadline

24

*Bulletin Deadline

25 26

Bible Study, 

11am

27

Community 

Meal, 5pm

Paint & Sip, 

7pm

28

29 30

APRIL


