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Welcome to Advent 2017!

 As we turn our calendars to December, we enter another 

Advent season. Advent, like Lent, is a time of preparation, but I 

think many of us get a little confused about what we are preparing 

for. After all, Jesus came into the world two thousand and 

seventeen years ago! How exactly do we “prepare” for something 
that has already happened?

 Christians have dealt with this paradox in a variety of ways. 
Some have suggested that we are preparing for his eventual return, 

his coming again. Others have posited that we prepare our hearts to 

welcome Jesus and his Spirit more fully into our lives – “let every 
heart prepare Him room,” as the classic Christmas hymn “Joy to 
the World” puts it.
 Certainly, both of these are legitimate viewpoints. But the 

way I approach the season of Advent each year is probably more 

influenced by Mike Yaconelli’s book Messy Spirituality (Zondervan 
Press, 2002). He begins his book with the following description:

 ‘My life is a mess. After 45 years of trying to follow   

 Jesus, I keep losing

 him in the crowded busyness of my life. I know Jesus   

 is there, somewhere,

	 but	it’s	difficult	to	make	him	out	in	the	haze	of		 	 	
 everyday life…I want to be 

 remembered as a person who loved God and who 

 served others more than himself…yet here I am, 

 almost sixty, and I still fail on a regular basis.”    

 (pages 10-11)
 

http://www.firstuccgaylord.org
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=first congregational church 
mailto:pastor%40firstuccgaylord.org?subject=
mailto:vickyrigney%40gmail.com%20?subject=
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 That’s pretty much how I feel, and, the truth is, the way we have super-sized and amped up 

Christmas with shopping, feasts, parties, gifts, and a million other things to do, the harder it is to find 
Jesus in what Yaconelli calls “the haze of everyday life.”
 So here comes Advent, a one-month season, highlighted by the four Sundays leading up to 

Christmas, as a gift from God. Advent is a gift from the God who not only knows, but understands and 

accepts the messiness of our lives. We need Advent to keep coming around, year after year, because we 

are on a continuous journey. We never “get there” where our spiritual lives are concerned; we are in a 
constant state of what Yaconelli calls “unfinishedness.” He defines it this way:

	 Unfinished	means	incomplete,	imperfect,	in	process,	in	progress,	
 under construction. A spiritual person is someone who is incomplete,

 imperfectly living his/her life for God. When we seek God, Jesus begins

 to take shape in our lives. He begins a good work in us, he starts changing

	 us,	but	the	finishing	process	is	a	more–than-a-lifetime	process.	The	work
	 of	God	in	our	lives	will	never	be	finished	until	we	meet	Jesus	face	to	face.
	 So	spirituality	isn’t	about	being	finished	and	perfect;	spirituality	is	about	
	 trusting	God	with	our	unfinishedness.
 

 So God invites each and every one of us into a season that God has provided for us, because She 

knows we need it. No matter who you are or where you are in your spiritual life, you are welcome to 

join us on the journey through Advent. Meet -– or perhaps re-meet – the women, men, and children 

who first took the Advent journey more than two thousand years ago. Come celebrate and learn from 
some of our elders who have taken this Advent journey a few more times than we have. Our church 

family has provided so many opportunities this December to bless you and your family. You’ll find 
details in the remaining pages of this newsletter. And as we travel this well-worn Advent path together 

in 2017, may you be blessed by our God, who continues to love us and to journey with us through the 

messiness of life.

What your pastor has been reading...

Strong Fathers, Strong Daughters: 10 Secrets Every Father Should Know 

 by Meg Meeker

As the father of an almost 10-year-old girl, I am always looking for wise counsel to help me 

navigate the treacherous waters of raising a daughter in this day and age. Meg Meeker’s book was 

recommended to me by a friend and mentor whose daughter is now 23. This book is a fantastic and 

practical guide with a lifetime’s worth of insight.
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Some Reminders about our December Worship Schedule

Sun. Dec. 3 – We welcome an old friend to our pulpit – Dona Wishart, the Executive Director of the   
 Otsego County Commission on Aging. Given our focus on learning to love and honor our   

 elders, Dona is the ideal person to coach us.

 Since Toby is away on his continuing education trip with Richard Rohr, we will celebrate    

 communion on the second Sunday of December when he returns.

Sun. Dec. 10 – We’ll learn from Simeon (Luke 2) what it looks like to wait in hope.
 We’ll also have our family meal together around the communion table.

Sun. Dec. 17 – A beautiful service which will highlight and feature our many talented kids!

Sun. Dec. 24 – NO MORNING WORSHIP! Come to our Candlelight Service of 

 Lessons & Carols at 5:30 pm! The music alone will be worth telling 

 all your friends and neighbors about, and Toby’s message will be 

 worthy of the Christchild!

Sun. Dec. 31 – A Celebration Sunday to wrap up our two-month unit on serving our elders. You won’t  
 want to miss the stories of all we accomplished during November and December!

Farewell to First Fridays! 

 Thanks to a UNA Seeds of Service grant we received last March, Rokko and Toby put together 

a six-month program of music and outreach called “First Fridays” from 7-9 on the first Friday of 
every month. With funds from the generous grant, we brought in a variety of musical performers 

across many genres, from a jazz guitarist to a pair of Irish fiddlers. While the intention of this 
experiment was to introduce the wider public to the rich musical resources of this church, most 
of those who attended were already participants here. Those who attended were treated to some 

excellent music and food, compliments of our friends across the street at The Alpine Tavern. Please 
let Gary Bosch and his able assistant Justin know how much we appreciated their support throughout 

this musical experiment. The grant money has all been used, and so our Reaching Out team and our 
musicians will deliberate as to whether or not to try it again next year. Many thanks to all the people 
who gave their best efforts to support this outreach endeavor, particularly Mona Viviano, Louanne 
Spearman, Joanna Morse, the Reaching Out team, all those who attended so faithfully, and to our 

Music Director Rokko Jans!
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Kidz on a Mission

 Kidz on a Mission will be contributing to coffee hour on December 10th as part of 
their 2nd annual “Cookies and Creches.” 
 We are asking you to bring your Creche scenes or angels to be displayed. We 
will have note cards for you to fill out should you have any special information you’d 
like added to your scene or angel. Please come and enjoy a cup of coffee or punch and 
delicious cookies as we celebrate this very special season!

 
 The Kidz have continued their focus of reaching out to others. In November, 
our class went to The Brook retirement home and conducted a worship service for 
many of the residents. The service included a musical performance by some of our 
students, including scripture and a message regarding the purpose of Kidz on a 
Mission. We welcomed the School of Love children. This gave the younger ones an 
opportunity to participate in this wonderful occassion!
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Kidz (continued)

 Our class will begin the month of December by making its annual trek 
downstate to help in Detroit. We will divide our time between One Stop Shop in 
Brightmoor Christian Church and Cass Community Social Services (CCSS). 
 One Stop Shop is located inside the church and offers free clothing, household 
goods, and a small selection of toys. Our kids will assist with shopping needs, as 
well as watch children for those visting the shop. 
 Cass Community Social Services is an incredible organization which helps 
the homeless population in Detroit by providing housing, food, health services, 
employment programs, and more. Our class will have many duties while helping 
CCSS.
 We look forward to sharing our pictures and experiences with you in January! 
Your support and prayers for our endeavors are always appreciated!

Women’s Fellowship

 The women of Women’s Fellowship are hosting a lovely Christmas Potluck in 
fellowship hall on Tuesday December 19th at 6:00pm. Santa will even be making an 
appearance and bringing surprises for the children! Please invite your elders, neigh-
bors, family, and friends who do not get the opportunity to get out, especially in the 
evening! 

Ham will be provided
Please bring a dish to pass and your own table service

There will be a signup sheet in fellowship hall
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From Your Reaching Out Team...
 Advent is a time when we are apt to see people in worship who aren’t usually 
among us. That means we have a rare opportunity to introduce people to our loving 
community.  What can you do to make the strangers in our midst feel welcome and 
attended to? Here is a short list of practical steps you can take to make our visitors 
want to come back again:

- park a little further away from the building, so our visitors can have the    
  “good” parking spots close to the building 
- invite visitors to sit with you as you see them enter the sanctuary
- introduce yourself and your family to theirs
- after the service, invite them to walk over to coffee hour with you
- talk up our amazing 5:30 Christmas Eve service and invite them to come

Thank you for doing everything you can to make our church as welcoming as possible 
during this blessed season.
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Reaching Out (continued) 

 As we approach our candlelight Christmas Eve service at 5:30 on December 
24, we’d like everyone in our congregation to send at least one personal invitation 
to someone who does not have a church connection. To aid you in that endeavor, in 
December 10th’s bulletin, Brenda Brummel has produced a small postcard that is ready 
for you to personalize and send out. Additionally, on that same date, there will be a 
Facebook event that you can easily share with your Facebook contacts with the push of 
a button! We even have specific instructions for you on how to do this, in case you’ve 
never shared anything on Facebook before. We truly hope that everyone of us 
will reach out in these important ways during Advent.

 Also, as we continue our fantastic focus on loving our elders, we hope you will 
participate in the partnership we have set up with the Department of Human Services  
designed to get some much needed clothing items to some of our elder neighbors. In 
the parish hall, right next to the TV, you will find a poster depicting needed items with a 
box beneath it. Cathy Otto, from our Reaching Out Team, will periodically deliver those 
items to the DHS office where they will be personally distributed to those elders most in 
need. Once again, the main items we are collecting are:
   warm blankets
   sweat shirts & sweat pants
   pajamas & slippers
• the most needed size ranges are Medium, Large, and Extra Large

Save the Date!

 We have been invited to Aspen Ridge on Friday December 8th between the hours 
of 10 to 11:30 AM to assist residents with their Christmas shopping. It all takes place at 
their location and the process consists of helping people to pick something from their 
Aspen Gift Store and wrap it for their loved one. Please join me in this 
opportunity to reach out to the elders at Aspen Ridge and be a part of 
their Christmas! 
     Joyfully submitted by Paul Kaczanowski
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From Your Reaching In Team...

 As our group continues to focus on what we can do to deepen our 
congregation’s  connection to God, Advent presents us with a terrific opportunity. 
Essentially, the main priority for each of us during this season of preparation is to 
do what the famous hymn “Joy to the World” advises: “Let every heart prepare Him 
room.” 
 So we want to encourage each and every participant in our family of faith to do 
whatever you need to in order to create room in your heart for God’s Spirit to dwell 
and expand. For some of us, that may require some slowing down, some saying “No” 
to the things that make us too busy. It’s hard to focus on Jesus’s way and will when 
we are going 100 miles an hour all the time. For others of us, preparing room in our 
hearts may involve spending more time serving others, as was outlined above in the 
Reaching Out Team’s invitation.  
 Here’s one very simple, practical thing you can try to prepare room for Christ 
this Advent season: challenge yourself to actually say the name “Jesus” to yourself 
20-25 times each day. Think of it as a breath prayer you can utter while you’re at your 
computer, while you are driving, or, as one friend suggests, every time you go through 
a doorway. These tiny reminders will connect you more deeply to the risen, living 
Christ and equip you to walk more closely with him this Advent season.
 May Advent 2017 be your most meaningful season ever!
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From Your Communications Coordinator...

To find and “like” us on Facebook:
1. Access your Facebook account
2. Using the search bar at the top of your screen, type “@firstuccgaylord” and then   
 press the enter button to begin search.
3. You will see our name and a small thumbnail photo of our bell tower. Select this.
4. You will next come to a screen where you will find the “like button” (looks like a   
 thumbs up). From here, you will click or select to “like” our page. Liking our   
 page allows you access to see our events and contents, as well as having    
 this visible in your newsfeed. 

To share an event of ours:
1. You’ll find the “share button” towards the right of your screen, at the bottom of a   
 post.
2. Select the share option and some options will pop-up asking how you’d like to share  
 this post/event.
3. Typically I choose one of the first two options:
 (a) “Share Now” is the simplest way to spread the news. It immediately adds the  
  content to your feed, making it visible to all of your friends/audience. 
 (b) “Write Post” takes just a bit of work. By choosing this, you’ll get the    
  opportunity to add your own thoughts on this event before posting. If you  
  do choose this option, it will take you to another screen where you will   
  enter your  content, then in top right-hand corner, you’ll see the “post”   
  button.

And there you have it! You’ve helped spread the word!
If you need any help at all, please do not hestiate to ask!

Contact Jessica in the church office!
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From Your Council...

 We wish every one in our church family a blessed Advent season! It’s 

incredible to think how far we’ve come as a congregation in the last few years! As 

you may remember, the Council’s job within this church has changed along with 

the administrative restructuring we’ve done under Toby’s guidance. Our sole focus 

now is to increase and deepen the participation of each and every participant in this 

congregation. Do you remember back in September of 2016, we asked you to consider 

the question: “What is my ministry?” Well, a great many of you have done that and 
come up with a vibrant and meaningful way to serve one or more of the ministries of 

this church! 

 We have a person who folds and stuffs our bulletins each and every week. Others 
of you have begun helping Tony more regularly with the Community Meal. We have 

a person who contacts less mobile elders to see if they’d like Toby to bring them 

communion in their home or care facility. We have a new participant who is teaching 

others how to make beautiful handmade cards that can be used to lift the spirits of those 

going through times of trouble. One of our participants is the President of the board at 

The Refuge and another serves on the board of the Salvation Army. We have several 

parents who have stepped up to help with the various Kidz on a Mission trips and 

activities. We had a veritable army of folks who rolled up their sleeves and remodeled 

our basement, so our amazing kids could have a sanctuary of their own. And, as you 

may have noticed at annual meeting time, we’ve had six or seven new folks volunteer to 
serve on our major ministry teams – Reaching In, Reaching Out, Council, and Trustees.

 All this is very good news. But, the fact is, we still have more than half of our 

participants who have yet to find that special place to plug in and serve the larger 
church and surrounding community. Our Council’s goal is to reduce that number 

from 50% down to about 25% in 2018. So if you are one of those people who is still 

struggling to find the right place to plug in around here, the Council is here to help! Our 
new Moderator is Rokko Jans. Our clerk is Doreen Dobosy, and our other members 

include Mischelle Stone, Stephanie Kalember, and Laura Hotelling. We’ll also have a 
representative from both the Reaching In and Reaching Out teams as well. We hope that 

2018 will be the year that everyone in our church family finds a meaningful place to 
plug in. You’ll be so glad you did!
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A Note from your Trustees...

 Our pledge goal for 2018 is $86,425. To date, we have received $62,904 in total 
pledges. If you still haven’t completed your pledge card, please know that we are 
counting on your participation in order to achieve a balanced budget for 2018.

Annoucements:

January Newsletter

 Please email any content and/or announcements you’d like in the December newsletter to   

office@firstuccgaylord.org by Monday December 18th.

Compassionate Friends

 The Otsego County Chapter of Compassionate Friends will be hosting its annual Candle 

Lighting on Decemeber 10th at our church. The Compassionate Friends Worldwide Candle Lighting 

unites family and friends aorund the globe in lighting candles to honor the memories of their sons, 

daughters, brothers, sisters, and grandchildren who left too soon. Parents, grandparents, siblings, 

and family and friends are welcome to attend the service. Candles will be provided. If you have any 

questions, please contact Brenda Brummel at (810)623-1691. 
New Website

 Please take a look at the new church website: www.firstuccgaylord.org
Contact Brenda Brummel if you have comments or would like to contribute something to the   

website. Pictures are always appreciated!

The Salvation Army

 The Salvation Army is still in need of bell ringers. You can sign up at www.registertoring.com 
or call June Greve at (989)705-7815. There are both indoor and outdoor venues available. Please 
contact Don Storing with more questions. 

mailto:office%40firstuccgaylord.org?subject=
http://www.firstuccgaylord.org
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DATE REACHING IN LITURGIST USHER/GREETER COFFEE HOUR

December 
3

Mardee Storing Rokko Jans George Lienerth
Pete Amar & Mary 

Fox

December 
10

Mardee Storing Rokko Jans Carol Leser 
& Louanne 
Spearman

Joel & Joanie 
Sietsema

Bill & Sherri O’Neil 

December 
17

Mardee Storing Rokko Jans Pete Amar & 
Mary Fox

Chuck & Judy Falk

December 
24

Mardee Storing Rokko Jans Mardee & Don 
Storing

Christmas Eve

December 
31

Mardee Storing Rokko Jans Doreen Dobosy Carol Leser & 
Duncan

December Schedule 

December Birthdays
3 Terry House
 4 Travis House
 5 Judy Falk

 5 Sandra Soderberg

 8 Leila Jeanne Greer

14 Mike Dockery

15 Linda Wiseley

16 Ian Hotelling
19 Paul Kaczanowski

25 Ilah Weaver 

December Anniversaries
21 Joel & Joanie Sietsema

22 George & Carol Lienerth
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1

5pm 

Community 

Meal

7p First 

Fridays

2

3

Worship 10am

4 5 6 7

11am Bible 

Study

12:15pm 

Women’s 

Fellowship

1pm Reaching 

Out

8

5pm 

Community 

Meal

9

10

Worship 10am

11 12 13 14

9:30am 

Trustees

11am Bible 

Study

15

5pm 

Comminuty 

Meal

16

17

Worship 10am

18 19

6pm 

Christmas 

Potluck

20

1pm Church 

Book Club

21

11am Bible 

Study

12:15pm 

Reaching In

22

5pm 

Community 

Meal

23

24

Christmas Eve 

Candlelight 

Service

5:30p

25 26 27 28

9:30am 

Council

11am Bible 

Study

29 30

31

Worship 10am

New Year’s Eve

DECEMBER
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