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September: Ready or Not, Here It Comes!
Time sure does fly when we’re having summer fun! I can’t believe the
summer season is already behind us and fall is here! Back to school, back to work,
back to everything, or so it seems!
For our church family, September promises to be a memorable month!
It’s a season of kick-offs, and I don’t just mean on the gridiron. Our new Sunday
School Program – The Curriculum of Love - gets started. We’ll be teaching our
kindergarten through fifth graders how to love, and since our church-wide theme
for September and October is Hunger, we’ll be targeting our love toward our
neighbors, near and far, who are hungry. As you’ll read about later in this very
newsletter, September is also CROP Walk month. On Sunday, September 17, our
congregation will participate in the annual CROP Walk in what we hope will be
record numbers! Mark your calendars and start soliciting pledges now! Our goal is
to have 30 heavily sponsored walkers from this congregation. Might one of them
be you? Why not!
September is also the kick off of my two-month sermon series on Hunger
that you won’t want to miss. In our worship times together, we’ll look at hunger
from the broadest possible viewpoint. We’ll consider the literal hunger for food,
the spiritual hunger for fulfillment and purpose, the political hunger for peace and
justice, and other things we crave as well.
Hunger will be the central theme of our Stewardship drive this year as
well. As we move into October, we’ll consider the question of what we as a church
are hungering for as we approach 2018. What are our hopes and dreams? What
are the things we want to be able to do for the town of Gaylord as we reach out in
love? What are things for which this congregation hungers as we reach in, and how
can we raise the funds and resources necessary to address them?
We’re hoping to create a true sense of focus and oneness within our
congregation this fall, linking everything we do to our theme of hunger, from the
oldest to the youngest, from our reaching in to our reaching out, from our worship gatherings to our team meetings, so that all of us will be rowing in the same
direction. As Jesus said, “Blessed are those who hunger, for they shall be satisfied!”
Amen.
		
-Toby

1

From Your Reaching In Team
We had a great meeting in August at which we set our priorities for next year, 2018. It is our sense that our growing
church family is really good at reaching out to those in need in the Gaylord community and beyond, and we’d like to help all of
us become just as good at developing our inner lives, our spiritual core, our relationship with God. To that end, we have identified
three goals for 2018:
1) to offer our congregation sermons and worship experiences at least once a month that focus on turning inward through
prayer, contemplation, and meditation
2) to offer our congregation a Lenten Series (Feb 14 – April 1) that focuses on developing a vibrant prayer life through
both ancient and contemporary spiritual practices
3) to host a retreat for the entire congregation that focuses on developing our reaching in muscles
           * We will make sure that this year’s retreat happens when snowbirds are here!
WALK. GIVE. CHANGE THE WORLD.
Crop Hunger Walk
September 17th, 2017 - 1:30 Regis, 2:00 Walk
Friendship Church
This year the focus is “We’re All About The Fans.”  CWS is
distributing 13,000 fans to children in SE Asia to take home to their
families to share vital information in rural communities about the
importance of better hygiene.  
Remember that:  $20 offers a years supply of micronutrient
packets; $100 offers training for 25 farmers; $500 offers seeds and
gardening supplies for a community garden.
We have another state wide incentive that for individual’s raising $100 or above, a $10 match is being given in our
name. OTSEGO COUNTY CROP HUNGER WALK BENEFITS OUR LOCAL FOOD PANTRY WITH 25% OF ALL OF
OUR CONTRIBUTIONS!! Please plan to join us on September 17th or in some other format.  See Sallie or Helen for further
information. Toby has challenged us to shoot for 30 walkers this year and more funds raised for CROP than ever before.
Let’s go for it!

School of Love Begins September 10th
Sunday School for our younger ones – preschool through 5th grade – will resume on Sunday, September 10.  If you’ve seen
recent church newsletters, you’ve heard about efforts to develop our very own “Curriculum of Love” designed to help our
children become the most loving version of themselves possible.  We are rolling out the first two month of our Love Curriculum
by focusing on hunger and exploring ways our young ones can take action to help as Jesus did.
Kay Boughner is our volunteer Sunday School leader for September, and Mary Fox for October.  We are coordinating efforts as
we launch lessons that will explore hunger and how we can reach out effectively and lovingly.
We want to make all parents of Curriculum of Love aware of these
upcoming dates and events so that you can be prepared in advance:
•
Encourage children to contribute loose change or a portion
If you have children, grandchildren, friends, or
of their allowance to our weekly Sunday School offering.  We will
donate all funds collected in September to the CROP Hunger Walk neighbors with children in preschool through 5th
grade, offer them a ride and have them join us on
and in October to our local food pantry.
September 10!
•
September 17:  Grab an adult and participate in the CROP
Hunger Walk in Gaylord.  (See separate news about this Church
World Service initiative to end hunger at home and around the
world.)
•
September 17 and 24:  Bring one or more canned goods or non-perishable food items to Sunday School; our food drive
will benefit the Otsego Area Food Pantry.
•
Friday, October 6 (tentative date):  Join with Kidz on a Mission volunteers to participate in the Community Meal held at
our church each Friday.  Mark your calendar; more details will follow as the date nears.
Our Sunday School volunteers are excited to launch our new curriculum of love beginning with this initial focus on loving those
who are hungry.  If you have children, grandchildren, friends, or neighbors with children in preschool through 5th grade, offer
them a ride and have them join us on September 10!
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A Pastor’s Salute to Salads and to those who Make Them!
On Tuesday morning, August 22, between 9 and 9:30, I was working on my sermon with my office door open and
saw person after person marching into our Parish Hall kitchen with salads in their hands. A salad may seem like a simple
thing to make, and we may not be in the habit of thinking of salads as central to Jesus and his gospel, but this church’s
battalion of faithful salad makers is challenging those notions.
I saw Maryetta House, Carol Lesser, and Cathy Otto marching in with their salads, all of whom are journeying
alongside their husbands through cancer. (And they find time and energy to make salads for others?) I saw George Dunn,
himself a cancer survivor, come in to drop off his and Judy’s salad on his way to work, smiling as always and wishing others
well. Chuck and Judy Falk strolled in with the salad they lovingly prepared. I saw Mona Viviano and Helen Mate, not only
with salads in tow, but lovingly setting each table for our guests, complete with a simple flower centerpiece that Helen
designed specifically for this month’s theme. Others came later to help serve and clean up.
These are just a few of the stories of faithful participants in our church family, extending
themselves to do something “small” but Christ-like for someone else. By 11:15 am people were
lining up at the door, soon to be greeted by Vicky Rigney, who would take each person’s $7, all
of which was given to our new Sunday School program and the Curriculum of Love.
Salads matter. Each of you - whether named above or not – who contribute to our Reaching
Out ministry by making salads matter! All our salad preparers are to be commended for your
“small” but significant monthly gesture of love and thoughtful giving. Well done, good and
faithful servants!

Food for Thought from Don Storing – trustee and volunteer
Many of us who regularly attend Sunday services at the Congregational Church, UCC here in Gaylord want to be
involved in activities that strengthen and build the character of the church, and ourselves. My other fellowship, Alcoholics
Anonymous, has a strong “knowing” that when we give to others in a loving and helping way, we are rewarded two-fold. Many
don’t understand how it is possible to receive simply by giving. At first it sounds like an oxymoron. How can I possibly receive
something that I just gave away? The only way any of us will understand this phenomenon is by practicing it. Want to have a
friend? Be a friend ! Want to be happy?  Make someone else happy! Want to be loved? Love someone else! Want to feel like you
have contributed to your church? Give a little of your time toward a project that helps others in our church community, whether
or not you enjoy the same activities! When you see a huge smile on another person’s face and suddenly feel a big smile on your
own face, then you’ll truly understand that the best getting is obtained by giving. Volunteer at and for one of our Reaching In or
Reaching Out ministries. You won’t go broke by doing it; in fact, you may just enrich your life as you enrich others!
						
-Don Storing

Mark Your Calendars!
On August 13th the United Northern Association Ecclesiastical Council voted
unanimously to have Toby become a UCC minister. Congratulations Toby. We can now
proceed to call Toby on September 17th 2017 we will have  a congregation meeting to vote on
calling Toby. On October 8th 2017 we will have Toby’s installation in celebration.
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Kidz on a Mission!
Starting September 10th at 9:30 AM, Kidz on a Mission will start up another year of learning and serving. Please come
to the newly remodeled basement of the church to what we hope will be an inhabitable space for us by then. Many of us have
spent many hours trying to create a refurbished and better place. As we progress through the year, we hope to make it even
better.
September is going to be an incredibly busy month, as we both serve and raise money for future activities. Please mark
the dates on your calendar and plan to join us.
September 10 – Class in the basement. Come at 9:30 for a bite to eat and we will be getting to know each other, planning future
events, and working on some supplies for the next week. PLEASE plan on staying for about an hour AFTER coffee hour as we
need to get Fellowship Hall ready for the Rummage Sale by moving chairs and tables. This is really important, as the Women’s
Fellowship is donating all of the monies made to us!
September 16 – Come to church at 11:30 to start tearing down the Rummage Sale. We need to help box up what is left, get it on
trucks so it can be hauled away, and replace the tables and chairs that we moved on Sunday.
September 17 – Come to church and then we will divide ourselves into cars and deliver bags in which we will ask people to put
groceries for the Food Pantry. We will try to be back by noon. For those of you staying to walk in the Crop Walk, we will have
pizza or something to eat. Then, as a group, we will go to the Friendship Church for the Walk at 2:00. You can get Pledge Sheets
on the 10th in class.
September 24 – Come to church and we will divide ourselves into cars to pick up the bags that we delivered last week. Again,
we should be back by noon.
September 26 – The Salad Luncheon is being held for our benefit. I know you are in school, but I am asking that you or your
parents donate a dessert for the luncheon. Also, spread the word to your relatives and neighbors to come. This is such a great
way for us to earn some money!
Please remember that your friends are always welcome. We want Gaylord to know this is a church where everyone is
welcome. If you have a suggestion of someone for us to contact, please let us know. Many of you will be receiving a letter soon
in which you will find a registration form, a permission slip, and a brochure about the class for you to share.
If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to call or email or text or message.
Your Kidz team,
Brenda Brummel (810-623-1691, brendabrummel@me.com)
Miss Sue

Photos from the basement rennovation:
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Schedule of Reaching Out Activities for 2018
Jan/Feb – Loving Our Homeless Neighbors
Mar/Apr – Loving At Risk Children
May/June – Loving Our Female Neighbors
July/Aug  - Loving Our Addicted Neighbors
Sept/Oct – Loving Our Hungry Neighbors
Nov/Dec – Loving Our Elderly Neighbors
Things to keep in mind:
Every year, at Annual Meeting Time, our congregation will vote on our six areas of missional focus, recognizing that
they could and perhaps should change annually. Having the entire congregation vote on these 6 outreach themes (from the list
of 10-12 we presented back in August) is designed to maximize congregational buy-in and participation.
Next July, our Reaching Out Team will again compile a list of 8-10 areas of possible out reach emphasis and float that
list to the entire congregation, just as we did this year, for formal approval at October’s Annual Meeting
Even if a particular month’s theme or missional focus doesn’t change from one year to the next, the particular
activities, fundraisers, and events to support that cause still could if the congregation thinks they need to
If, over time, we felt that a particular outreach emphasis might work better in a different time of year, we will gladly
reposition that theme from one year to the next as well.
Your Reaching Out Team hopes this helps you prepare for a fantastic year of making a difference locally and globally together.

Communications Coordinator News
I regret to inform all of you that we are losing our terrific Communications Coordinator, Maggie Henriksen. She has
been with us since January 1 and has helped us in countless ways. As you all know, she has been serving this church on top of
her full time employment at Saturn Booksellers.  Maggie has graciously agreed to stay with us until early October to help train
her replacement, provided the timing works out. I’ll share more with you after our exit interview with Maggie, but for now, we
need your help getting the word out that we are in the market for a new Communications Coordinator, who would be able to
start with us by late September. Our trustees, the personnel team, and our pastor are all in agreement that the best practice is not
to employ regular participants from within our church family. Below you will find the blurb we used to find Maggie. Feel free
to share it with anyone who might be interested in joining our team. Please be sure to thank Maggie for her terrific service and
to wish her well.
Wanted: Communications Coordinator (Part Time/Flexible Hours)
Our small but vibrant organization is beginning to grow. We’re seeking a creative, team player, skillful in the following areas:
            Maximizing the Social Network to enhance our brand
                (text and photos to Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, etc.)
            Preparing weekly bulletins and monthly newsletters using Publisher/Microsoft Office, & Adobe InDesign
            Drafting press releases and other advertisements for our many events
            Maintaining office organization
            Greeting people effectively in person and over the phone
            Maintaining and updating data bases, mailing lists, etc.
            Assisting the Pastor in communication both within and outside of the church
           Enhancing overall communication throughout our organization
If you are the right person with the right skills, we will be flexible with you.
Please send your resume to pastor@firstuccgaylord.org
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Announcements...
October Newsletter

Please email any announcements you’d like in
the October newsletter to office@firstuccgaylord.org by
September 25th.

Maggie’s Schedule in September

Friday, September 1st - 8-10:30am
Wednesday, September 6th - 9am-3pm
Friday, September 8th - 9-11:30am
Wednesday, September 13th - 9am3pm
Friday, September 15th - 8-10:30am
Monday, September 18th - 9am-6pm
Wednesday, September 27th - 9am3pm
Friday, September 29th - 9-11:30am

RUMMAGE SALE

SEPTEMBER 15-16, 2017
9-3 (Fri); 9-Noon (Sat)
BENEFITTING “KIDZ ON A
MISSION”
Please bring your
goodies for our sale this fall!  
Make sure that they are clean
and ready for a “new owner!”  
We have chosen NOT TO SELL
ANY ELECTRONICS this year, so you can donate those to
another worthy project.  You can start bringing items in on
Saturday, September 9th.  There will be a sign up sheet for
workers in the PH; please help us have a successful sale.
If you have any questions, please contact Brenda
Brummel or Helen Crandall.
Thanks!

FOR SALE …

Maple folding chairs,
$15 per chair.   Email Mary
Fox at maryfox32@yahoo.
com with interest.
Please note, chairs will be
listed multiple sites and
available on a first-come basis.  
Church will be retaining
enough for anticipated needs
and selling the remainder.

First Friday

Please note that there will not be a First Friday
concert in September due to Labor Day. Mark your calendars
for our next concert on October 6th.

September Card Class

Jeanette Ward will be offering another card class on
September 28th at 1pm. The class is limited to 10 students.
You will learn the teabag folding method. It sounds hard, but
is actually quite easy! The class costs $10, which covers the
making of a card in class and a kit to take home. Please bring
small scissors, a glue stick, and invisible tape to class. The
sing up sheet will be in the church hall by September 17th. If
you have any questions, call Jeanette Ward.

Don’t Forget!

On Sunday September 17, 2017 there will be a
meeting of the congregation, to vote on Calling Toby. Please
plan on being here!

New Website

Please take a look at the new church website: www.
firstuccgaylord.org
Contact Brenda Brummel if you have comments or would
like to contribute something to the website. Pictures are
always appreciated!
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September Schedule
DATE
September 3

LITURGIST
Marilyn Kaczanowski

USHER/GREETER
Pat and Norm Dressel

COFFEE HOUR
Cathy Otto

September 10

Marilyn Kaczanowski

Shirley Matevia

Joel and Joanie Sietsma &
Bill and Sherri O’Neil

September 17

Marilyn Kaczanowski

HELP NEEDED

Helen and Don Crandall

September 24

Marilyn Kaczanowski

HELP NEEDED

Marilyn and Paul
Kaczanowski

October 1

Paul Kaczanowski

HELP NEEDED

The Hellenbergs

Month of
September

DEACON

SUNDAY SCHOOL

FLOWERS

Mardee Storing

Kay Boughner

Marilyn Kaczanowski

September Birthdays
3 Amallia Kassuba
11 Louanne Spearman
13 Stephanie Kalember
14 Gage Boughner
17 Chuck Falk
19 Carol Leser
20 George Lienerth
25 Judy Dunn

September Anniversaries

15 Kay and Jim Boughner
20 Joe and Lani English
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September
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday Thursday

3
4
9:30am Kidz on Labor Day
a Mission
10am Worship

5

6

10
11
9:30am Kidz on
a Mission
10am Worship

12

13

17
18
9:30am Kidz on
a Mission
10am Worship
2pm - Crop
Walk
24
25
9:30am Kidz on
a Mission
10am Worship

19
6pm - Potluck

20
1pm Church Book
Club

26
27
1:30am - Salad
Luncheon

Friday

Saturday

1
5pm Community
Meal

2

7
11am - Bible
Study
12:15pm Women’s
Fellowship
1pm Reaching Out
Team
14
9:30am Trustees
11am - Bible
Study

8
5pm Community
Meal

9
10am - UNA
Meeting

15
5pm Community
Meal

16

21
11am - Bible
Study
12:15pm Reaching In
Team
28
9:30am Council
11am - Bible
Study
1pm - Card
Making

22
5pm Community
Meal

23

29
5pm
Community
Meal

30
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