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Facebook

Pastor: Toby Jones
pastor@firstuccgaylord.org
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From Your Pastor

Sunday School Nightmares…Sunday School Dreams
		
A look at our upcoming Curriculum of Love
Recently, I had a conversation with a woman who has not been to
church in almost fifteen years. When I asked why, this is what she said:
“I had been going to this one church in our town and attending
worship while my daughter was downstairs in the Sunday School program.
My daughter began asking me some rather disturbing questions, things like
“Does God punish the people He doesn’t like?” and “Will God wipe us
out with a flood someday like He did in Noah’s time and with Hurricane
Katrina?” I realized I had better look at the curriculum this church was
using. I obtained a copy from my daughter’s Sunday School teacher, and,
sure enough, it contained “lessons” on God’s wrath and judgment and other
things I found abhorrent. I haven’t been back to that church or any church
since.”
You would be surprised just how common this woman’s experience
is. Small churches in particular are notorious for choosing Sunday School
curricula that are “teacher friendly” but without regard for the theology and
underlying picture of God they create. At the very least, this story reminds
us of how important it is that the things we teach our children be both age
appropriate and in keeping with the overall theology of the congregation.
I am so incredibly excited and grateful for the good, conscientious, and
time consuming work our Sunday School volunteers are doing in preparation
for the upcoming fall season. Borrowing a phrase from Brian McLaren’s The
Great Spiritual Migration, our teachers are developing a “curriculum of love,”
with the express purpose of helping our children become better equipped to love
others, God, themselves, and the earth. This exciting, custom made curriculum
will dovetail with the larger thematic areas on which our entire congregation will
be focusing month to month. Each month, the kids and their teachers will look
at one particular population that needs love, exploring how to reach out to them
effectively and lovingly. Our children will learn about hungry people, homeless
people, elderly people, lonely people, and others, all with an eye toward concrete
actions we can take to help them as Jesus did.

I know that all of us at 1st Congregational UCC of Gaylord want to
thank our Sunday School teachers for seeing to it that no one will ever have
an experience here like the one the woman I talked to had at her church. I’m
grateful and excited that, together, our church family is exploring ways to
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“embrace people at every age and ability level and help them become the
most loving versions of themselves possible.”

The Way We Use Our Buildings and Facilities
Did you know that all kinds of groups and community
organizations are struggling to find affordable, welcoming places to
meet? More and more churches and community centers are either
closing their doors to such organizations or charging them to meet
in their buildings. Our parish hall is one of the only – if not the only
– free and welcoming place to hold meetings in our community.
For the last decade or so, our philosophy has been to try to say yes
to every local organization that wants to meet here. There have
probably only been one or two times we’ve said no to groups, and that was when their philosophy or purpose was
just too far removed from ours. We feel blessed to have the facilities that we do, and we recognize that we have a
responsibility to use what we have to help as many organizations as possible. Thank you for your support.

From Your Reaching Out Team
Thank you to each and every one of you who took the time to fill out our survey regarding Reaching Out
priorities for 2018. We are pleased to report that the six areas this congregation is most concerned about addressing
are as follows:
-Homelessness and those who are suffering from it
-Hunger and those who are suffering from it
-Women and empowering those who need it most
-At Risk Children and seeking to meet their needs
-Supporting the Elderly and their particular struggles
-Supporting those who are struggling with addiction
What this all means is that in 2018, we will dedicate two months each to these particular populations and
doing whatever we can to assist them. Your Reaching Out team will soon be producing a calendar of sorts, much
like the sample one we put before you a few months ago, that will allow us to plan our worship life, our educational
ministries, our fundraising efforts, and our Reaching In endeavors around these two month themes.
Again, many thanks to all of you for being a congregation that cares about the least of these and being so
willing to help us reach out in love to those who need it most!

First Fridays!
The First Friday Coffee House Concert
Series is going very well. In July Owen James
entertained us with his voice and guitar. Alpine
Tavern brought food over to feed the many that
attended. It was a very enjoyable evening.
Please join us on August 4th at 7:00pm for our
next concert with Craig Cottrill.
-Vicky Rigney, Moderator
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What your Pastor is Reading…
–The Reminders by Val Emmich - This terrific book was
recommended by our Communications Coordinator Maggie
Henriksen, who works full time at Saturn Booksellers. This book
has two wonderful narrators, one an adult male who just lost his
partner of many years, and the other a teenage girl with a super
powerful memory. The way these two intersect and truly help
each other is a joy to experience. Thank you, Maggie!
- How to Be a Muslim: An American Story by Haroon Moghul – I
heard this author interviewed on Fresh Air with Terri Gross and
knew I had to read it. This is a memoir of a young man growing
up as a Muslim in the US. It is deeply personal and provides
incredible insight into the challenge of being Muslim in a post
9-11 world.

Kidz on a Mission News
Kidz on a Mission will be starting back up on September 10th. The class which is for 7th – 12th graders
meets in the lower level of the church at 9:30 AM on Sundays. On most Sundays, the class is dismissed about
10:30 AM to attend the service so that the students and teachers can hear Toby’s sermon.
The class will be following the themes that have been established for this next year. Starting in September
and October, the class will be focused on the issue of hunger and
discussing in what ways we can impact this problem. As a result, we
will spend one Sunday distributing bags in the community and asking
people to place canned goods in them that we can pick up the next
week and take to the Food Pantry. We also hope to be involved in one
of the Community Meals during this time.
Over the course of the year, the class will travel to the Detroit
area to help with in two inner city locations. This will provide us with
some understanding of so many issues: poverty, diversity, addiction
and, as a side benefit, help us to grow as a group.
For those of you who wish to participate, we are given the
opportunity to perform in church in various capacities. The music
program at the church is awesome and allows us to work with the
music director, Rokko; the minister, Toby; and Aaron Hotelling. For
those who would like to perform in a drama, Laura Hotelling has directed plays. There are so many ways in which
we can serve the church.
To read and see more about our program, please go to the church website, http://www.firstuccgaylord.org/
index.php/kidz-page-2/
If you have questions, please call Brenda Brummel at 810-623-1691.
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Reaching In Plans
What is the focus of the “Reaching In” Team? We have been using the following definition to guide
us: “Anything we do to deepen and strengthen the connection to God of those who are already a part of this
congregation.” Clearly this includes our Sunday worship in all its aspects, led by Toby and others; it includes our
educational programs such as Sunday School for our younger ones, Kidz On A Mission for our older youth, our
ongoing Bible Study, and special programs such as our Lenten Studies. We are developing ideas for additional
programs that may include centuries-old Christian practices in the areas of prayer and meditation. Our many
fellowship occasions, such as Coffee Hour and picnics, are meaningful, and we must always be aware of those in
our church community who need special attention through visits and cards. The team will also supervise the fundraising efforts that support our “Reaching In” goals; an example of this is the Rummage Sale planned for September
15/16, whose profits will be designated to support the Kids On A Mission program.
A series of themes for next year (such as “helping the homeless”) have recently been solicited by our
Reaching Out team. We on the Reaching In side plan to use those themes to guide and shape what we plan and offer
to you in the way of educational opportunities. For instance, during the two months when hunger is our Reaching
Out focus, we might offer a series on what the Bible has to say about helping those without food. So the six outreach
themes that you recently voted on will be useful, as they will influence sermon topics and the courses of study for
youth and adults.
We appreciate your ideas, and our meetings are always open: stop on by!
					
-Rokko

Calling All Musicians!

On recent Sundays our congregation has been treated to wonderful
musical performances by Stephanie and Harrison Kalember; by Ian, Laura
and Aaron Hotelling; by Anna Fry (and, of course, Sandra, Toby, Joanna
and I are around most weeks.) Many more folks will be involved in this
winter’s Advent choir—but that’s many months away! So if you are
willing to share your musical talents, please come to me and together
we will find a way to plug you into our services. The more we all
participate, the stronger we are as a community—remember we are all
ministers in this church! Do you sing solos? Like to sing in a small
group? Play an instrument? The congregation is eager for you to share
your talents with us. I look forward to hearing from you: thanks!
			
-Rokko Jans

Salad Luncheons

On the 4th Tuesday of each month, from April thur October, this church is very busy. Each month we make
salads, spiff up the fellowship hall and set beautiful tables. We do this for very important reasons. We do this to raise
money for our church and outreach missions we support.
So many need to be thanked because of what it takes to put the luncheon on. Thank you to those that make
salads, set tables, wash dishes and clean up. Thank you all for your hard work and dedication to our luncheon.
The June Salad Luncheon was well attended. This luncheon each year raises money for our church scholarship fund.
We raised $800. The scholarship committee is very pleased with this.
In July the luncheon was dedicated to the Community Meal. $678 was raised.
Thank you again for all you do.
-Vicky Rigney, Moderator
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Announcements....

September Newsletter

Please have any announcements you’d like in the
August newsletter to Maggie at office@firstuccgaylord.
org by September 23rd.

Maggie’s Schedule for August
Wednesday, August 2nd 9am-6pm

Monday, August 7th - 8-10:30am
Wednesday, August 9th - 9am-3pm
Monday, August 14th - 8-10:30am
Wednesday, August 16th - 9am-3pm
Monday, August 21st - 8-10:30am
Wednesday, August 23rd - 9am-3pm
Wednesday, August 30th - 9am-3pm
Friday, September 1st - 8-10:30am

A Note of Thanks from Toby and Eloise

Thanks to all of you who took to the time to come
up to Bay View and support our production of Pippin.
It was so much fun and felt so good to see some of our
church family in the audience!

New Website

Please take a look at the new church website: www.
firstuccgaylord.org.
Contact Brenda Brummel if you have comments or
would like to contribute something to the website. Pictures
are always appreciated!

Annual Picnic

The annual church
picnic will be August 6th
at the pavilion at Otsego
County Park. It will be
from 11:30 am to 2 pm. The
Women’s Fellowship will
be providing subs, paper
products, cups and drinks.
Please bring a dish to pass
and lawn chairs. We will have games and pickle ball
available. There is a fee to get into the park. Come join
this time of good food and fellowship!

The Crop Walk

Save the date for the Annual Crop Walk September 17th . It will be at the Friendship Church on
North Ohio, registration begins at 1:30pm and the walk
beings at 2:00pm. This year an additional $10 will be
donated for every walker who raises $100 or more.

Save the Date and save your stuff.

The annual rummage sale will take place
September 15 and 16. We would appreciate all
donations of clean and
usable items. However, we
will not be able to accept
electronics. You can bring
your “stuff” to the church
from Sunday, September
10th to September 14th. The time for the sale will be
from 9 am to 3 pm on the 15th and 9 am to noon on
the 16th. This year’s rummage sale is a joint effort
between the Women’s Fellowship and the Kidz on a
Mission with the proceeds going to the Kidz for some
of their mission projects.
We may need some trucks to handle the
leftovers and would appreciate any suggestions for
what to do with the leftovers. Please contact Helen
Crandall or Brenda Brummel if you have suggestions
or questions.

Make and Take

Janette Ward will be offering a Make and
Take workshop on August 17th at 1pm for anyone
wishing to learn how to make some of her beautiful
cards. The class will be limited to ten people (she
will do an additional class the same day at 2:15, if
more are interested). The class will cost $5.00; you
will make one card to donate for our next Craft Show
and have one card to take home. The sign up sheet
will be available in the Parish Hall August 6th. For
Information, you may call Helen Crandall as Janette
will be out of town until the class.

Alpenfest Bell Ringing

For the last 3 years our
church bell has had the
honor of opening Alpenfest.
Each year the Alpenfest
committee sends over a
strong person to ring the
bell. This year Ed rang
the bell. Ed is a long time
Alpenfest enthusiast. He lives downstate and has
summered in Gaylord since retiring.
-Vicky Rigney, Moderator

A Thank You

Thank you to everyone that helped with
the Hot Dog Sale during Alpenfest! We raised
over $250.00 for Kidz on a Mission. Bo Leser is
an awesome cook! He and Zephie had the hot dog
production under total control!
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August
Schedule

DATE

LITURGIST

USHER / GREETER

COFFEE HOUR

August 6

Duncan Palmer

Doreen Dobosy

Louanne Spearman and Mardee
Storing

August 13

Duncan Palmer

Jean Sasso and Mischelle Stone

Chuck and Judy Falk

August 20

Louanne Spearman

Doreen Dobosy

Louanne Spearman and Mardee
Storing

August 27

Louanne Spearman

Doreen Dobosy

Pete Amar and Mary Fox

September 3

Marilyn Kaczanowski

NEED HELP

Cathy Otto

Month
of
August

DEACON
Helen Crandall and
Rokko Jans

August Birthdays
2 Jody Chwatun
4 Margaret Soller
8 Helen Crandall
9 Larry Wubbles
11 Steve Ferguson
11 Kathy Blom
12 Joe English

FLOWERS
Evelyn Pratt

August Anniversaries
13 Susan Webeler
20 Jen Kassuba
23 Meadow Kassuba
23 Don Crandall
24 Pat Lange
24 Tyler English

1 Eric and Meredith Anderson
7 Dale and Margaret Rehkopf

Major Team Meetings in August
-August 3rd, Women’s Fellowship, 12:15pm
-August 3rd, Reaching Out, 1pm
-August 10th, Trustees, 12:15pm
-August 17th, Reaching In, 12:15pm
-August 31st, Council, 9:30am
* All our meetings are open to all. If you have input for any of our teams and cannot make the meeting time, please
email us your ideas at office@firstuccgaylord.org. Minutes for team meetings can be viewed on the church website at http://
www.firstuccgaylord.org/minutes.html. You must be logged into the ‘members only’ side of the website to view the
minutes. If you’ve forgotten your username and/or password, you can use the general login information.
Username: fcucc Password: 49735
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August 2017
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday Thursday

Friday

Saturday

30

31

1

2

3

4

5

11am Bible

5pm Community

Study

Meal

12:15pm

7pm First

Women’s

Friday’s Coffee

Fellowship

House

1pm Reaching
Out
10

11

11:30am

11am Bible

5pm Community 10am UNA

Annual

Study

Meal

Meeting

Church Picnic

12:15pm

at Otsego

Trustees

County Park

1pm Card

19

6

7

8

9

12

Making
13

14

15

16

17

18

6pm Potluck

1pm Church

11am Bible

5pm Community

Book Club

Study

Meal

12:15pm
Reaching In
20

21

22

23

24

25

11:30am

11am Bible

5pm Community

Salad

Study

Meal

31

1

9:30am

5pm Community

Council

Meal

11am Bible

7pm First

Study

Fridays Coffee

26

Luncheon
27

28

29

30

2

House

Please email any calendar changes to office@firstuccgaylord.org
The church calendar can also be viewed online at http://firstuccgaylord.org/calendar.html.
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