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From Your Pastor...
Wow! Is it REALLY June? It seems like we wait so long through the
insufferable Michigan winter, the virtually non-existent spring, and
suddenly, it’s summer! Fasten your seatbelts – it promises to be a great one
in Gaylord!
We’ll begin our summer at 1st Congregational with the celebration
of Pentecost. Pentecost is the amazing moment, in the birth of the early
Christian movement, when God made official Her decision to stop living
in temples (or church buildings) and start living in every human heart. God
breathed the Holy Spirit out upon all creation, and from then on, the human
enterprise – whether we’ve realized it or not – is simply to get in tune and
stay in tune with the workings of that Spirit within us and in the world.
One would have to be blind and deaf not to notice the way that
Spirit has been working in our little church on the corner of W. 2nd and
S. Otsego! Did you know that in the last 18 months or so, nearly 30 new
people have started participating with us in ministry at 1st Congregational?
These gifted and giving folks are not just
attending worship; they are actively making
a difference in the many Reaching In and
Reaching Out ministries of our church family.
So this Sunday, June 4, we are going to
acknowledge these folks for all they’ve done,
thank them, and officially welcome them into
full participation with us. We’re asking that
everyone make this Sunday a priority. Don’t
just come – come wearing RED, the official
color of Pentecost and the Church’s birthday.
The bulletin insert on June 4 will have pictures
of all these terrific folks – most of whom you already know. But seeing
their photos with their names next to them will help all of us get better
acquainted. Be sure that you grab and put on your nametag too, so that our
nearly 30 guests of honor won’t need to be nervous about remembering
so many names! After worship, your council will be hosting a special
celebratory coffee hour – outside if the weather permits. I am so excited
about this long awaited day, and truly hope that none of us miss it.
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The very next Sunday, June 11 will be our first Outdoor worship Sunday. Bring a lawn chair or a blanket, or,
if it’s easier, just use one of our chairs from the parish hall, which we are more than happy to bring out for you. In
addition to some wonderful, informal music that Rokko, Joanna, and I will provide, these services provide the perfect
opportunity to bring a friend or family member to worship who doesn’t ordinarily attend. (Outdoor services will be
on the Second Sunday of the month June through August. So just remember “Second Sundays” for outdoor, informal
worship.)
Another exciting aspect of summer is the chance we all have to participate in a new ministry initiative on
the first Friday of every month. Beginning Friday, June 2, thanks to a grant that our Music Director procured for us
(Thanks, Rokko!), we will be hosting an evening of live music in our sanctuary, that we’re calling “The First Fridays
Coffee House.” Each month we will welcome a different musician
or combo from various genres of music. Some of our guest
performers will be local, while others will come from Traverse
City and even Chicago. Music begins at 7:00, and all these events,
thanks to the grant, are free and open to the public. We are making
a special effort to include all our Community Meal guests and our
friends from the Refuge, because everyone, regardless of income
level, can be lifted up by the positive, transforming power of
music. Rokko, Joanna, and I will be covering the June 2 Coffee
House, just to get the series started. Then on July 7, we’ll welcome
Jazz Guitarist and vocalist, Owen James from Petoskey. These
First Friday Coffee House events will go right through December!
Stay tuned for future performer announcements. But for now, we
hope you will all help spread the word and join us Friday, June 2 at
7:00 for an evening of free live and uplifting music.

What Should We Say or Do After the Scripture is Read in Worship?
Congregations have many different rituals and traditions that find their way into worship. Some congregations
stand when the Gospel is read. Some end each reading saying “Thanks be to God,” or “Praise Be to You, O Christ.”
The United Church of Christ is a relatively new denomination, and as such, our congregations tend to consist of
people with backgrounds in a variety of denominations. In this church, people who have been around for several
decades can remember a series of different words that have been said after hearing the scripture on a Sunday.
There is not a right or a wrong here, nor is there a should or a shouldn’t. It’s more about doing something
that truly reflects the spirit and ethos of this particular congregation in this day and age, recognizing that one of the
main reasons millions and millions of younger people no longer come to worship is because of rituals and words
that make no sense to them. We don’t want to simply say something at a particular point in the service because the
Episcopalians or Catholics say something there. Nor do we want to say something just to say something. So if we’re
going to say something after the scripture is read, let’s have it be something that makes sense and is authentic to who
we are and what we’re about.
A couple of weeks ago in worship, Toby suggested that we try saying, “Thank You, God, for the many ways
You speak to us.” There’s nothing perfect about this response to a reading, but it does seem to effectively emphasize
two things that have always been important to us as a congregation: 1) our gratitude and 2) our sense that God still
speaks and does so in a variety of ways, one of which is through scripture. So we’ll give this simple sentence a try
for a while and see how it works. Fortunately, we’re a very free denomination with a great deal of choice in these
matters. Experimentation is encouraged.
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From Your Reaching Out Team

(formerly the Missions Committee – Cathy Otto, Roger Brummel, Louanne Spearman, Margaret Hellenberg, and
Mona Viviano)
We have been working really hard with Toby to better organize and focus the incredible generosity and
giving spirit of this congregation. For years now, we have been trying to maximize the difference our congregation
makes out in the world. But it’s hard to help everybody out there who has a need or to team up with every worthy
organization that is doing good in Northern Michigan and beyond.
Fortunately, the United Northern Association and the UCC as a denomination help us select some of our
outreach endeavors through its “Five for Five” program. But even so, at times we’ve felt a little unfocused in our
overall approach to reaching out. So what we are considering now – just as an experiment for 2018 – is to work
with all of you – the participants in our congregation – to identify 6 missional areas or particular groups of people
that we want to love in a focused, intentional way in 2018. Examples might be folks who are homeless, folks
who are hungry, or the elderly. We think that by having a clear focus to our congregation-wide outreach efforts
for a particular period of time (like two months), we will maximize our awareness of that important cause and
multiply our impact, as we seek to love the least of these in Jesus’ name. Also, since it is impossible for a small
congregation like ours to help everybody in need, it is important to make some discernments as to which needy
folks we can best assist.
Here’s how you can help. In July or early August, the Reaching Out Team will be coming to you with a list
of approximately ten causes or groups of people in whose lives we hope to make a loving difference in 2018. We
want you to look over, talk over, and pray over that list as we move toward the annual meeting of our congregation
in October. In the months leading up to that meeting, we provide several opportunities to give us feedback on
the areas or groups of people that you think we should focus on with our time, talent, and treasure in 2018. We’ll
eventually get everyone in the church family to vote on the list at the annual meeting and then take those six top
vote getters and construct a schedule – January through December – designed to focus our congregation’s efforts
for two months at a time on each of our target mission areas.
We think such a focus, along with an organized schedule, will allow all the groups and teams within the
congregation – Sunday School teachers and kids, Kidz on a Mission, Women’s Fellowship, and even our pastor
to focus on these same six areas in a coordinated, systematic way. The hope is that our entire congregation -from
the youngest among us to the oldest - will really come together, to make a tangible difference in the lives of the
particular population we are seeking to love for that two-month period.
Here is an example we came up with at our May Reaching Out Team Meeting that may help clarify how
this could work. Imagine that during September and October, our Reaching Out focus was “Loving our Hungry
Brothers and Sisters.” Toby’s sermons for those harvest months would focus on what the scriptures teach about
taking care of those who hunger. Our Sunday School teachers for September and October would work with those
same passages to help our youngest kids better understand people who don’t have enough food and how we can
make a difference in their lives. Kidz on a Mission would be talking about the same thing for those two months,
perhaps heightening awareness of hunger issues in their schools, or even participating in concrete actions to
fight hunger locally and elsewhere. The Crop Walk – always on a September Sunday – would become even more
of a full church event than it already is, a concrete way for our entire congregation to come together to make a
difference. We might also, during September and October, fully staff Tony Dockery-Fobar’s eight community
meals those months with groups from our congregation, as a way of exposing everyone in our church family to
this vita and on-going ministry of our church. The Women’s Fellowship group might plan one of their terrific
fundraisers to raise money for the Community Meal or the local food pantry during this two-month period. And
speaking of the food pantry, since we already have a dedicated, difference-making corps of volunteers plugged in
over there, during these two months, when hunger is our church-wide focus, we could seek to give that corps some
reinforcements, some fresh new volunteers, or maybe even have a special food drive that replenishes the pantry’s
inventory in a significant way. During these two months, we would make sure that all of our loose change offerings
and special offerings would go either to the pantry or to CROP.
Our belief is that at the end of those two months, our congregation as a whole would have a much greater
awareness of hunger both near and far away and maximized our impact by reaching out to hungry brothers sisters
in a focused and systematic way. Then, for November and December, we would turn our loving attention to
another group of God’s children, perhaps the elderly or the homeless.
Thank you for considering this exciting way of reorganizing and better focusing our missional efforts.
Our congregation has a long-standing, well-deserved reputation for caring about and helping people outside the
walls of our church. We believe this organization and coordination of our efforts could take us to the next level of
difference making.
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Fine Art and Craft Show
We’re excited to announce our upcoming
Craft Show June 24! This is always a fun day and
we hope that you will come and support us in any
way possible. If you’d like to contribute some
baked goods (small, like quick breads, cookies,
bars, candy) please sign our Craft Show Donation
sheet in the Parish Hall. If anyone has craft items
they would like to donate, those are appreciated
as well. Please have all donations to the church
sometime by or on the 23rd. We’ll also be serving
a light lunch on the day of the craft show which
will be a fun part of the day. The money raised
goes into the Women’s Fellowship general fund,
which supports missions and goes to general
upkeep of the church (in the past, this fund has
purchased fellowship hall tables, storm doors,
toilets, etc) Put this on your calendar! -Helen and
Mona

Well done, good and faithful servants!
Don’t you just love the huge number of helping hands we have in our little congregation? Many thanks to the
faithful crew who joined Doreen Dobosy in working on Margaret Soller’s garden and yard. Many hands made light
work and the relief the work brought Margaret was all the reward any of us needed.

May Salad Luncheon
Our first Salad Luncheon was a great success. Council dedicated this fundraiser,
the first luncheon, to the library program “1,000 Books before Kindergarten”.
The program’s purpose is to encouraging parent and child participation in reading
together. $740 was raised for this very important program. A big thank you goes
out to all that helped in making this a success. We had over 30 salads donated. As
always, the team work is what makes our church great.
Thank you again.
Vicky
Moderator
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Two Days, Four Venues
The Kidz on a Mission Class took a trip at the end of April in which they managed to go to several places in the space
of two days. The object of this trip was to look at some other religions
and see how they compare but also how similar they are to what we
believe.
The class left Gaylord early on a Saturday morning and drove to
Birmingham, Michigan to attend a Bar Mitzvah at Temple BethEl. When
we arrived, we were greeted by a docent who took us into the sanctuary
and explained the order of worship to us. The young man, who was
doing his Bar Mitzvah, was an integral part of the entire service. For two
years, he had prepared himself for this moment of reading the Torah and
preaching about his assigned segment of scripture. Following the service,
one of the men from the temple explained more to us about the Torah
and then the class enjoyed the coffee hour. We then met again with our
docent and asked more questions about the Jewish faith.
After leaving the temple, we went to the Muslim Unity Center in Bloomfield Hills, MI. We were greeted by four
college students who talked to us about the Islamic Faith. It was a very open and free exchange of questions and answers. Then,
we were invited to eat some delicious falafel sandwiches and
cheese pies. Again, we were able to just sit, eat and talk with our
host and hostesses.
The group then went to Brighton where we spent the night at
the Methodist Church. In the morning, we attended church there
and got to be a part of a Confirmation Service as several young
people joined that church.
Sunday afternoon, we went to the Holocaust Museum in
Farmington Hills. Again, we had a docent to show us through th
museum to better understand the timeline and the extent of the
Holocaust. At the end of the tour, we were able to listen to a man
who had escaped from Germany. As we were having our picture
taken with him, we also got to talk to his sister who was visiting
from California.
On Saturday evening and after our return, I have been
able to talk to the students and adults about their reactions to what
all we saw and what all we heard. I am always impressed by the
depth of thought these young people are able to access and their
understanding. One girl commented that she wished her Dad had
been with us so he could understand more about the Islam faith.
One of them said that if more people experienced what we had
on that trip, there might be a chance for real peace. I think one
of the main benefits of this trip was for them to get to see people
their own age or a little older and be able to talk with them or
understand what they were thinking and doing.
A huge thank you to this church for helping us provide this type of experience for these kids. They can make a
difference and hopefully teach themselves and others a little more about the real meaning of “love your neighbor.”
Take a few minutes and look at the bulletin board at the back of Fellowship Hall to see more pictures of this incredible
weekend.
-Brenda Brummel
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Announcements....
July Newsletter

Please have any announcements you’d like in the
July newsletter to Maggie at office@firstuccgaylord.org
by June 25th.

Maggie’s Schedule for June

Friday, June 2nd - 9am-11:30am
Wednesday, June 7th - 9am-3pm
Friday, June 9th - 8am-10:30am
Monday, June 12th - 4pm-6pm
Wednesday, June 14th - 9am-3pm
Tuesday, June 20th - 2:30pm-5:30pm
Wednesday, June 21st - 9am-3pm
Wedesnday, June 28th - 9am-3pm
Friday, June 30th - 8am-10:30am

Book Club

The book club is not meeting in
June. The book that will be disucussed in
July is “The Color of Water” by James
McBride.

Meijer Match Days

Meijer match days for the food pantry go through
June 18th. Double match days are June 2nd and 3rd. Meijer
shoppers can purchase a $10 donation card, and Meijer
will match the donation, and will double the donation on
double match days.

Vacation Bible School

The Methodist Church is hosting vacation bible school
June 19-22, 9am-noon for children ages 4-12. Registration
sheets are in the youth cubby in the parish hall, or Cathy Elsesser
can be contacted at 731-9689.

Salad Luncheons

Salad Luncheons
continue this month. They
are held every month the
4th Tuesday of the month
from May through October, at
11:30am. This is a fundraiser
for the church, but more than that it is a fun event for
our community, and we have as many as 70 people
attend each luncheon. It only costs $7 for all you can
eat salads and desserts. We ask for 25 donated salads
each month. If you would like to donate a salad and/
or dessert, please contact the church office.
Salad Luncheons occur on the following days:
June 27, July 25, August 22,
September 26, October 24.

Congratulations GHS
Graduates!

Alice Madonna,
Anna Kalember and Amallia
Kassuba all graduate from
GHS this June. Graduation
Sunday will take place on June
11th. At that time, we will
honor the Seniors from this church and have a special
coffee hour for them. Please plan on attending to give
these students a well deserved “Congratulations and
Good Luck for the Future.”

Get Your Pippin Tickets Soon!

Our pastor and his talented daughter have
wonderful roles in this summer’s production of Pippin
over in Bay View. Show dates are Thursday, July 13
through Saturday, July 15 and tickets are available at
www.bayviewmusicfestival.org.

Volunteers Needed!

We need a liturgist and usher/greeters for the
month of July. If these are tasks that you enjoy doing and
would like to volunteer, please email or call the office and
let Maggie know.
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June
Schedule

DATE

LITURGIST

USHER / GREETER

COFFEE HOUR

June 4

Helen Crandall

Don and Mardee Storing

Vicky Rigney and Joe and Lani
English

June 11

Helen Crandall

George and Judy Dunn

Helen and Don Crandall

June 18

Helen Crandall

NEED HELP

Father’s Day Pies

June 25

Helen Crandall

Carol Leser

Chuck and Judy Falk

July 2

NEED HELP

NEED HELP

Cathy and Tom Otto

Month
of
June

DEACON
Helen Crandall

June Birthdays
4 Jenna English
6 Jim Boughner
7 Vicky Rigney
9 Katie Amar-Fox
11 Kenzie House

FLOWERS
Louanne Spearman

June Anniversaries
12 Kay Huntoon
17 Erin Rigney
21 Meredith Anderson
21 Gavin Ball
23 Mary Fox

3 Rod and Sallie Anderson
9 Don and Helen Crandall
21 Steve and Lori Ferguson
23 Terry and Diane House
30 George and Judy Dunn

Major Team Meetings in June
-June 1st - Women’s Fellowship, 12:15pm
-June 1st - Reaching Out Team, 1:00pm
-June 11th - Trustees, 12:15pm
-June 15th - Reaching In, 12:15pm
-June 29th - Council, 9:30am
* All our meetings are open to all. If you have input for any of our teams and cannot make the meeting time, please
email us your ideas at office@firstuccgaylord.org. Minutes for team meetings can be viewed on the church website at http://
www.firstuccgaylord.org/minutes.html. You must be logged into the ‘members only’ side of the website to view the
minutes. If you’ve forgotten your username and/or password, you can use the general login information.
Username: fcucc Password: 49735
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June 2017
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday Thursday

Friday

Saturday

28

29

30

31

1

2

3

10am

5pm

Women’s

Community

Fellowship

Meal

11am Bible

7pm First

Study

Friday Music

1pm Reaching
Out Team
8

9

10

Pentecost

11am Bible

5pm

10am UNA

Sunday

Study

Community

Meeting

12:15pm

Meal

4

5

6

7

Trustees
11

18

12

19

Father’s Day

25

26

13

14

15

16

17

11am Bible

5pm

Study

Community

12:15pm

Meal
23

24

20

21

Reaching Out
22

6pm Potluck

1pm Church

11am Bible

5pm

9am Fine

Book Club

Study

Community

Art and Craft

Meal

Show

29

30

1

11:30am

9:30am

5pm

Salad

Council

Community

Luncheon

11am Bible

Meal

27

28

Study

Please email any calendar changes to office@firstuccgaylord.org
The church calendar can also be viewed online at http://firstuccgaylord.org/calendar.html.
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