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From Your Pastor...

On Saturday, March 18, seventeen leaders and dedicated participants
in our church family gathered for a retreat at the Gaylord Airport. The focus of
our gathering was love. We used Brian McLaren’s wonderful mission statement
as a starting point to explore just how we might become an even more loving
congregation than we already are. That mission statement, found on page 54 of The
Great Spiritual Migration focused our discussion:

“To take people of every age and ability level and help them
become the most loving version of themselves possible.”
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We are already a very loving, giving congregation, committed to both
reaching in to our own congregation and reaching out to the larger Gaylord
community. We are also a very small church family with limited resources, so
this was not a retreat about developing new programs. (We are already stretched
pretty thin with all the great things we do for ourselves and for others.) Our focus,
rather, was to look carefully at what we already do, what is already in place in
our congregation, and to explore ways of refocusing our efforts and energy on
becoming “more loving versions of ourselves.”
So, for example, in one session of the retreat, we looked at our Sunday
School (K-5) and Kidz on a Mission (6-12) curricula asking, “What might we do
with these age groups to help them get better at loving themselves, loving others,
loving God, and loving the earth?” Simultaneously, we had other small groups
asking that same question about the various adult populations in our church family.
Again, the point of all this was not to create new programs, but to refocus and
reinvigorate existing ones with an eye on Jesus’s most important command – to
love!
At another point in the morning, we talked about the worship and ritual
dimensions of our lives together (corresponding to pages 61-64 in McLaren’s
book). What might it look like to intentionally put love at the very center of every
aspect of our Sunday services? What might we do with our sanctuary itself – its
physical arrangement, its décor and symbols – to emphasize a congregational
commitment to love above all else? We even explored several creeds of the church
– doctrinal belief statements and our own covenant – recognizing and talking about
our discomfort with various belief statements, and looking for new language and
more loving, humble forms of expression. We shared McLaren’s conviction that
we’d rather be a “deedal” church than a “creedal” one – putting loving actions far 1
above certain beliefs.

I am so incredibly grateful to the Council of this congregation for all their efforts to celebrate what is best about
this congregation and to move us forward in our journey toward greater and greater Christ-likeness. Thank you also to
the non-council folks who spent their Saturday with us, lending their hands and hearts to this important, reflective work.
If you were unable to be with us, you can still be a huge part in our effort to become the most loving version of ourselves
possible. Please read on in McLaren’s book; review the summary documents that were generated at the retreat; and keep
this incredibly vital conversation going.
I’ll close with one of Brian McLaren’s most practical challenges to churches like ours, found on pages 65-66:

“Thousands of church boards will meet this month asking a predictable set of questions: How do we pay the
bills? What do we do about declining numbers? Why don’t young people attend anymore? ... But sooner than
many people think, tens of thousands of church boards will meet to ask this question: What can we do to better
teach our people to love? That’s not the kind of question you answer in one meeting, but it has the potential, if
it’s a primary agenda item for six months, to help a congregation experience something more meaningful than
survival and more powerful than revival – namely, a great spiritual migration toward love.”
Thank you all for taking this exciting migration with me!
						Toby

The bulletin board in our parish hall, created by
Helen Mate.
“We aim to take people at every age and ability
level and help them become to most loving version
of themselves”

A theological challenge from your pastor…

come here to appease an angry God with his blood sacrifice;
he came here to reveal a loving God who wants nothing to
We are entering one of the most exciting, rich, and do with our corrupt, sacrificial system.”
My challenge to each of us is this: Can we go
traditional times in the church year – what we call “Holy
Week.” From Palm Sunday to Maundy Thursday, and from through each step of Holy Week 2017 without our sin and
Good Friday to Easter Sunday, all these celebration days are God’s anger as the starting point? Can we migrate away from
this ancient and corrupt understanding
laden with history, tradition, and thousands
that misrepresents a loving God and Her
of years of assumptions.
“Can
we
go
through
loving purpose? Can we migrate toward
One of the assumptions that has
a God who, in Jesus, spent his last night
each
step
of
Holy
Week
dominated and controlled our understanding
with the disciples washing their feet and
Holy Week for nearly 2000 years is the
2017 without our sin
saying, “Do you understand what I have
notion that God is really angry at the world.
and God’s anger as the done for you? Now that I, your Lord and
This debilitating notion – first fostered by
starting point?”
Teacher, have washed your feet, you also
the Old Testament writers, reinforced and
should wash one another’s feet. I have set
ratcheted up by the Apostle Paul, sanctified
you an example that you should do as I
by both the Catholic and Protestant Church, and best captured
have
done
for
you.”
(John 13:12-15)
by Jonathan Edwards’ famous 1741 sermon “Sinners in the
It’s certainly not easy to undo the weight of nearly
Hands of an Angry God” – has finally, at long last, begun to
2000
years
of history and misinterpretation. But I’m more
be challenged. And thank God that it has!
convinced
than
ever that we’ve got to try. It really is all 2
Richard Rohr, a progressive theologian whose
devotions I read every day, puts it this way: “Jesus did not about love!

More Retreat Highlights
We began our morning, under the
leadership of our facilitator Phil
Garrison, sharing the Things we
are the Most Excited about in our
Congregation’s Life these days:
-“Here we’re allowed and even
encouraged to 			
think!”
-“This place really feels like home!”
-“Our congregation has helped me
experience true community.”
-“We’re in a time of tremendous
renewal and challenge.”
-“We’re finally at ease and no longer
grumbling!”
-“We’re in a time of change. For some
that’s fun, and for others it’s a bit
scary.”
-“We’re opening ourselves beyond our
typical comfort zone.”
-“We’re in a time of expanding our
toolboxes.”
-“The music program is amazing!”
-“We have a new opportunity to bless
and celebrate growing diversity.”

How DO we actually become more
loving? What helps us grow in
Love?
-“Experiences! It’s most often our
experiences that help us love.”
-“Mission Trips – leaving our comfort
zones and routines”
-“The positive examples of others”
-“Spiritual Practices – prayer,
meditation, affirmations, etc.”
-“Learning to love ourselves paves the
way to truly love others”
-“Various kinds of group work – Bible
study, book study, etc.”
-“Participating in acts of service,
working for the greater good”
-“Learning the skills involved,
learning the HOW TO of love”
-“Teaching and helping others helps us
too”
-“Taking care of others, being a
caregiver really develops love”
-“Active, attentive listening is a loving
practice”
-“Yoga and meditation have really
helped me to love”
-“Working on the concrete practice of
forgiveness”
-“Journaling and truly paying attention
to my journey”

Good News from Our Music Director!
In early March, Toby and I wrote and submitted a grant to the
UCC’s United Northern Association. The grant program is known as “Seeds
of Service” and it is designed to inspire congregations to undertake a new
ministry initiative that will meet some needs in their community and develop
some new partnerships and relationships of collaboration.
The grant we submitted proposed using our congregation’s growing musical gifts for the benefit of the larger
community. So we would like to try a “First Fridays” Coffee House in our sanctuary on the first Friday of the month
beginning June 2 and ending on December 1. It would likely run from 7-8:30 pm and would feature different musical
performers from a variety of genres each month. Our little worship trio of Joanna, Toby, and I would get things started,
but we would soon hand off the mics to other performers who would come in each month. We might have one month of
high school musicians from our area schools, another month of local jazz players, and a month featuring visiting friends
of mine from Chicago. The idea would be to use our amazing sanctuary, acoustics, and musical equipment to bring people
together for the healing and uplifting power of music. Our guests from the community meal would be encouraged to stick
around on these “First Fridays,” and the regulars at The Refuge would be special guests as well. We would open this to
everyone who would like an evening of free music and entertainment.
In time, our congregation would come to be known throughout the Gaylord area as a place of terrific, high quality
music, not only on Friday nights but on Sunday mornings as well. So, if you haven’t already guessed, our grant was
approved, and the UNA is giving us $1000 seed money to get this new ministry started. We hope you’ll want to be a part
of this. We have all kinds of ways for folks to help us in this endeavor! This is just one more way our congregation will
soar in 2017!
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		-Rokko

Announcements....
Reaching in and Reaching out This Spring and
Summer

Spring and summer is a very busy time here at First
Congregational, and our church family enjoys all the exciting
activities that comes with the season. Please feel free to join
in on any of the events that interest you or your family - we’d
love to see you at any and all events we have planned. Also,
please let us know if you’d like to help. These events give us
all a chance to get to know each other and help make the church
stronger.
No matter what you choose to do or attend is always a gift
to our church family.

Salad Luncheons

Salad Luncheons start in April.
They are held every month the
4th Tuesday of the month from
April through October. This is a
good reaching out event as many
of our friends and neighbors from
our community like to attend. We use it as a fund raiser
but it is also a fun event for our community, and we have
as many as 70 attend. We ask for 25 donated salads each
month.

Palm Sunday Pancake Breakfast
May Newsletter

Please have any announcements you’d like in the May
newsletter to the office by April 24th.

First Annual Easter Fair

The Kidz on a Mission will be holding an Easter Fair for the
children 5th grade and under on Palm Sunday. There will be
an Egg Hunt, egg decorating, crafts and games. Please plan on
staying after church to eat pancakes, and then join us for the Easter
F a i r. P l e a s e
encourage
your children,
grandchildren,
neighbors, etc.
to participate.

Maggie’s Schedule for
April
Monday, April 3rd: 4-6pm
Wednesday, April 5th: 9am-3pm
Monday, April 10th: 3-6pm
Wednesday, April 12th: 9am-3pm
Tuesday, April 18th: 9am-3pm
Tuesday, April 25th: 3-6pm
Wednesday, April 26th: 9am-3pm

On Palm Sunday the House family treats us to breakfast.
They bring in everything needed to
make a huge pancake breakfast with all
the trimmings. Along with pancakes we
have eggs and sausage, potatoes, fruit
and juice. It is such a great joy to sit and
enjoy breakfast and our church family.
Please join us for this special breakfast!

Scholarships

The Scholarship Committee is in the process of finishing
the new application for scholarships to be awarded by the
church. The applications will be available by April 15th.
The guidelines and the applications will be available on
the website AFTER April 15th.
In order to support the scholarship program, the
committee is going to facilitate a couple of fund raisers
for the scholarship fund. They will be held at Culver’s,
Bob Evans, and LaSenorita. Look for details in the May
newsletter.

New Website

A new church website should be available by April 12th.
In order to facilitate the use of the website, there will be
some introduction sessions after Sunday services in May.
One of the ways in which the congregation can
really help make this a vital part of our church is to take
pictures at any event in which the church or church
participants are involved. If you have any suggestions
for the new site, please contact Brenda Brummel
(brendabrummel@me.com).
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From Your Pastor’s Bookshelves…
Alexander Hamilton by Ron Chernow

My family and I have become increasingly fascinated with the
Broadway sensation Hamilton by Lin-Manuel Miranda. It was Ron
Chernow’s definitive biography of Alexander Hamilton that inspired Miranda
to write his revolutionary musical. It’s over 700 pages of history, a pretty
hard-core biography. But Hamilton is such a fascinating man, whose personal
journey is so incredibly relevant to what is going on in our country today,
that I’m finding it fascinating. And who knows, maybe someday, we’ll be
able to see the musical. When we do, having read Chernow will definitely
help me understand and appreciate what I’m seeing!

April
Schedule

DATE

LITURGIST

COFFEE HOUR

Apr. 2

Pete Amar

Rokko Jans and Joanna Morse

Helen Mate and Mona Viviano

Apr. 9

Pete Amar

Joe and Lani English

The House Family

Apr. 16

Pete Amar

Gloria House

Doreen Dobosy and Lori Ferguson

Apr. 23

Pete Amar

Margaret and John Hellenberg

Don and Mardee Storing

Apr. 30

Katie Amar-Fox

George Lienerth and Gloria House

Gloria House and Evelyn Pratt

May 7

Don Storing

Diane and Terry House

Cathy and Tom Otto

Month
of
April

DEACON
Kay Boughner

April Birthdays
2
3
4
4
7

USHER / GREETER

Avery Ball
Doreen Dobosy
Duncan Palmer
Anna Kalember
Jenna Andrews

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Doreen Dobosy

8 Paige Kassuba
16 Cathy Otto
19 Aaron Hotelling
19 Caroline Compton
25 Keara Ball
26 Mike Andrews

FLOWERS
Cathy Otto

April Anniversaries

4 John and Margaret Hellenberg
19 Aaron and Laura Hotelling

Major Team Meetings in April
-April 6th, 9:30am: Council
-April 6th, 12:15pm: Women’s Fellowship
-April 6th, 1pm: Reaching Out Team
-April 13th, 12:15pm: Trustees
-April 27th, 9:30am: Council
-April 27th, 12:15pm: Reaching In Team
Minutes for team meetings can be viewed on the church website at http://www.firstuccgaylord.org/minutes.html.
You must be logged into the ‘members only’ side of the website to view the minutes. If you’ve forgotten your username
and/or password, you can use the general login information. Username: fcucc Password: 49735
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April 2017
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday Thursday

Friday

Saturday

26

27

28

29

31

1

30

5pm
Community
Meal
2

3

4

5

6

7

12pm Lenten

9:30am

5pm

Soup Study

Council

Community

12:15pm

Meal

8

Women’s
Fellowship
1pm Reaching
Out Team

9

10

11

Palm Sunday

12

13

14

12pm Lenten

12:15pm

5pm

Soup Study

Trustees

Community

15

Meal
16

17

Easter Sunday

18

19

20

21

6pm Potluck

1pm Church

11am Bible

5pm

Book Club

Study

Community

22

Meal

23

24

25

26

27

28

9:30am

5pm

Council

Community

11am Bible

Meal

29

Study
12:15pm
Reaching In
Team

The church calendar can also be viewed online at http://firstuccgaylord.org/calendar.html.
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