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From Your Pastor...

I want to kick off the month of May with a HUGE thank you to the entire
congregation for all that transpired in April. My second Lenten season and Holy
Week with you was even better and more meaningful than the first. There were so
many highlights for me –
-the faithful folks who read through the Brian McLaren book with me
-the Wednesday noon group that discussed The Great Spiritual Migration
		
and shared soup together
-the Reaching In and Reaching Out teams who have really turned a corner
		
in our attempt to organize and better structure the vital work of this
		
congregation
-the House family for another fantastic Palm Sunday Pancake Breakfast
-the vastly expanding choir and the joy they brought to our Holy Week 		
		
services
-the incredible work of our “new” Music Director, Mr. Rokko Jans
-the myriad ways you individually and collectively reach in and reach out
		
every single day
I am truly blessed to be your pastor, and now that May has arrived,
I’m especially grateful for the return of our snowbirds! Welcome back to the
Andersons, the Crandalls, the Dunns, the Storings, the Wards, the Lesers, and any
others I haven’t seen yet.
Now that we’re back to flying at full strength, we are well positioned
to have an amazing Spring and Summer together. May’s worship will focus on
“Tuning Into God’s Frequency.” We have so much noise, clutter, and negativity
clambering for our attention, that it’s never been more important to learn how to
filter out the needless noise in our lives and to tune in, instead, to what is most
essential – the Spirit of the Living God who abides deep inside each one of us. This
is at the heart of what we’ve come to call “Reaching In,” the spiritual practice –
and yes, it takes practice - of listening for God’s gentle whisper in a noisy world.
It’s not easy to hear Her still, small voice amidst the din of political banter, the
endless beckoning of our smart phones, and schedules that defy all semblance of
balance.
Tuning into the Creator, who both knows us and loves us better than
anyone else in the world ever could, is my challenge to each of us for the month of
May. Keep your eyes wide open, as God prepares to work Her magic once again in
nature – in the flowers, trees, and vegetable gardens. Don’t miss the sweet sounds
of God’s voice in the birds, bees, and crickets. Be sure to close your eyes once in a
while and breathe in that long-awaited smell of Spring. In all these and many other 1
ways, God whispers his “I Love You” to all of us. May we be tuned in enough not
to miss it. Amen.

Pentecost Party Plans!
Sunday, June 4 is going to be a HUGE day in the life of this congregation! It is Pentecost Sunday, which
celebrates the birth of the Church. You can read about it in Acts 2, as God breathed Her Spirit upon the terrified
disciples, and they became empowered, purpose-driven apostles.
Here at 1st Congregational, we’re going to use June 4 to celebrate 27 people who, in the last year or so,
have plugged into the life of our congregation and had a huge impact. These are folks who have sung in the choir,
led worship, taken kids down to Cass on a mission trip, volunteered at The Refuge, helped out with the Community
Meal, volunteered in our office, and contributed in all kinds of significant ways. We are going to officially welcome
these folks into the full participation of First Congregational UCC.
We’re hoping everyone will wear some red that day, symbolizing the fire of
the Holy Spirit that is alive and well, making a difference in our family of faith.
Worship that day will be filled with joyful music and a powerful time around the
communion table, which is, after all, our family meal! After worship, we’ll have a
very special coffee hour, where you’ll have a chance to add your personal words
of welcome and thanksgiving for these amazing families and individuals who are
making us both a bigger and a better church.

Celebrating Change in Our Midst
One of the things our church leaders do is periodically ask why we do things the way we do. We discuss
where certain church or congregation traditions come from and whether they are still serving their original purpose.
When they are, we reinvigorate them and remind the congregation of their importance. And when they aren’t, we
prayerfully set them aside, grateful for the important purpose they once served.
One such subtle change you may notice is that we no longer have the little cash bucket at coffee hour. Since
that money simply went into the general fund anyway, it seems redundant to ask folks for money when they’ve
already put what they could in the collection plate over at worship. Plus, the coffee time is for welcoming visitors and
getting to know them, and it hardly seems welcoming to ask them for money.
We’ve also been tweaking our practice of the loose change offerings in worship. We like having our kids
directly involved in the collecting of resources that help needy folks in the community. That is, indeed, an important
lesson for them. But we are constantly evaluating which organizations are in the
greatest need for those relatively small donations. Recently, our trustees have noted
that our Community Meal fund has become depleted, so for the foreseeable future,
we are going to dedicate all our loose change offerings to the Community Meal.
With The Refuge on summer hiatus and First Call for Help in pretty good shape for
the time being, this change makes sense, and we wanted to communicate it to you,
our generous congregation.
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Scholarship Guidelines

The Scholarship Committee is now accepting applications for this year’s scholarships. Applications are available
directly outside of the church office. The guidelines are as follows:
All individuals who are members or active participants of First
Congregational Church, UCC, Gaylord, MI, children of members of this church, or
others at the discretion of the committee may apply. Applicants should be accepted
to a post-high school educational program. This includes study at 2 year and 4 year
colleges and universities, vocational or technical/trade schools. Students must be
enrolled at least half-time.
Awards will be determined in light of scholarship, character, community
service and church involvement. These criteria are to be used as guidelines only.
The Scholarship Selection Committee may award funds to any individual it deems
appropriate in view of special circumstances.
It is recommended that High School Graduating Seniors have attained a 3.0
or better cumulative grade point average. Students currently enrolled in a post-high
school educational program must be a student in good standing at their current school and be able to demonstrate
satisfactory progress in their course of study. Adults who are entering an educational program for the first time
must demonstrate a sincere interest in completing a degree or certificate program.		
The amount and number of scholarships awarded in any particular year will be determined by the funds
available. Scholarship funds will be awarded after proof of acceptance to a university or college is submitted to
the committee. Previous recipients and candidates for scholarships from First Congregational Church, UCC may
reapply in subsequent years.
A completed application and related materials should be sent to:
Scholarship Selection Committee
First Congregational Church, UCC
218 W. Second St.
Gaylord, MI 49735
Application deadline is May 12th.
If you have any questions, please contact Maggie Henriksen, 732-5726.

From Your Music Director.....
Thanks to all who made our Palm Sunday and Easter
services such a musical success. Special appreciation goes out
to Harrison for his stirring vocal solo, to Zephie, Gage, and Ian
for their instrumental contributions, to Laurie for her choral
conducting, Aaron for the trumpet on our Easter hymns, and to
all the wonderful choir voices, old and new (and ringers!) A lot of
hard work was put in, and the results showed. Now I’m starting to
think about Advent and Christmas, just around the corner...
		
-Rokko
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Reaching In and Reaching out at FCUCC
Your Reaching In and Reaching Out teams are doing some incredible work, reorganizing and
reinvigorating the vital ministries of this congregation. For those still getting familiar with these terms, Reaching
In is everything our congregation does to deepen our own spiritual lives. (Worship, Bible Studies, Education
classes, and any programs, events, or fundraisers we put on for ourselves.) Reaching out is any of our work that
is geared to help those who are not a part of this congregation (Community Meal, The Refuge, The Food Pantry,
Mission Trips, and any events, programs, or fundraisers where the effort and money goes to those outside this
congregation.) Of course, there will always be worthwhile endeavors that straddle the often fine line between
Reaching In and Reaching Out like salad luncheons, Kidz on
a Mission, and others.
Currently, your Reaching In Team includes Rokko
Jans, Kay Boughner, Brenda Brummel, Helen Mate, Helen
Crandall, and Mardee Storing. The Reaching Out team,
headed by Cathy Otto, includes Roger Brummel, Margaret
Hellenberg, Louanne Spearman, Mona Viviano, and Vicky
Rigney. For the last couple months, both of these dedicated
teams have been looking carefully at the various events and
programs in their particular category to determine which
are still vital, broadly supported, and worth continuing.
Churches, like any other organization, must change and
evolve with the times. And, as much as we might like to, we
cannot support and get behind every good cause or idea out
there. We will always have difficult choices to make about
where to channel our limited means and resources from one year to the next.
Your input is always welcome, and both of these teams hold open meetings. Currently, the Reaching
In Team meets on the third Thursday of the month at 12:15 pm and the Reaching Out Team meets on the first
Thursday of the month at 1:00 pm. If you have input or ideas for these teams but cannot attend meetings during
the day, the teams would gladly schedule an alternative time to meet with and benefit from your input. You are also
always welcome to email the appropriate team at the office@firstuccgaylord.org address as well.

Gearing Up for Outdoor Worship!

		
		
With the coming of summer, we want to take
advantage of the weather and our beautiful grounds and
get back outside for worship! The other reason we like to
worship out there is that it lets our neighbors and passers
by know more about who we are and how much fun
we have on Sunday mornings. These informal services
are great for inviting friends, neighbors, and summer
houseguests, who might not otherwise be drawn to come
to “church” with you. We’re planning on worshipping
outside on the second Sundays of June (6/11), July (7/9),
and Aug (8/13). And we may close the outdoor season
with a fourth one on the Sunday of Labor Day Weekend
(9/3). Obviously, if it happens to rain on any of these
Sundays, we’ll simply move back inside. We hope you
will support these important outreach opportunities by bringing not only your blankets and lawn chairs, but your
friends who could benefit from the amazing life and energy we have here at 1st Congregational UCC of Gaylord!
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A Message From Your Council
Dear First Congregational UCC Friends and Family –
We take pride in being a congregation intentional in its service to others and its commitment to live within our means.
And in order to live within our means, we employ our pastor on a part-time, flexible-schedule basis.
We are grateful to Toby for the leadership and support that he provides as our part-time minister, just as he is grateful to
our church family for surrounding him with selfless love. While the role of a pastor is never a “9 to 5” job, our increasingly fast-paced world of “instant access” and “immediate answers” makes it even more difficult to manage a part-time
schedule. By increasing our awareness and sharing in the responsibility of maintaining boundaries, we can support
Toby in his continued success as our part-time pastor balancing multiple roles.
With this in mind, the Council would like to remind everyone that:
• During most of the year, Toby typically works for us on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays and Sundays.
• During warmer months, Toby typically works for us on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Sundays, allowing him time to
supplement his income by painting houses during summer months. For 2017, this modified schedule will begin
the week of May 15.
• Throughout the year, Toby maintains routine “office hours” on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 10am to noon. 		
These are the best times to see him on a drop-in basis. Toby is also happy to schedule an appointment at other
times he will be in Gaylord as well.
• For church business and non-emergency needs, please call Toby at the church office, 989-732-5726, or email
pastor@firstuccgaylord.org. He will follow-up with you as soon as reasonably possible given his current work
schedule and demands.
Of course, emergencies do arise outside of these defined days and times. Toby is committed to being available at any
hour for pastoral care emergency needs. If someone in our church family becomes hospitalized, has a serious accident,
experiences the death of a loved one, etc. Toby wants us to communicate our needs, and he wants to be available to address them. In such emergency situations, please call or text Toby on his personal cell phone at 231-881-6734.
We appreciate your understanding and support as we look forward to the warmer months ahead.
With Gratitude and Blessings,
Members of Council
First Congregational UCC, Gaylord

From Your Communications Coordinator - What Have I Been Working On Lately?
As you know, I format the bulletins every week, compiling announcements and assisting Toby in publishing them, which
you see the results of every Sunday morning! I also format the monthly newsletter, which is less frequent but takes more time
than the bulletin. As you may have noticed, every month it’s different - whether slightly or drastically. I’m actively working on
transitioning to a more aesthetically pleasing newsletter that also effectively communicates to the congregation and community
everything they need to know for the month. Do you like the changes? Are there additional changes you think would be
beneficial? Please let me know!
I’ve also been helping with our reaching out mission. Namely, I wrote a press release for our upcoming salad luncheons
and sent it to local press, as well as designing a flyer that can be displayed or passed out as needed. I am planning on doing this
with upcoming events as well - if there are any events specifically that you’d like me to write a press release for, let me know and
I’d be happy to!
Also, if you ever need assistance with church communication, feel free to reach out to me. Whether it’s an announcement
in the bulletin (please have them to me by Tuesdays), an e-blast to the congregation, flyers, press releases, etc., I’d be happy to
help. If you are unable to make it into the office during my hours, please email me at office@firstuccgaylord.org and I will get
back to you ASAP.
Thank you for all your support and kind words!
				
-Maggie
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Announcements....
Please Remember

Lock the doors after you use either the church of
the fellowship hall. Your church family thanks you!

June Newsletter

Please have any announcements you’d like in the
June newsletter to Maggie at office@firstuccgaylord.org
by May 25th.

Maggie’s Schedule for May

Wednesday, May 3rd - 9am - 5pm
Tuesday, May 9th - 9am - 4pm
Wednesday, May 17th - 9am - 3pm
Friday, May 19th - 9am - 11:30am
Wednesday, May 24th - 9am - 3pm
Thursday, May 25th - 9am - 12pm
Wednesday, May 31st - 9am - 3pm
Friday, June 2nd - 9am - 11:30am

Book Club

The book club will meet on Wednesday,
May 17th at 1 pm, to discuss Good Grief
by Lolly Winston. This is sure to be an
interesting discussion of grief, friendship,
and love. Please join us!

Elsie Turns 94

Helen Crandall would like to let everyone know that Elsie
Huffman Moorhead turns 94 on May 10th, and her new
address is as follows, for those who would like to send
cards:
Elsie Huffman Moorhead
7049 SW Rice
Portland, OR 97223

Salad Luncheons

Salad Luncheons start in May.
They are held every month
the 4th Tuesday of the month
from May through October, at
11:30am. This is a fundraiser
for the church, but more than
that it is a fun event for our community, and we have
as many as 70 people attend each luncheon. It only
costs $7 for all you can eat salads and desserts. We
ask for 25 donated salads each month. If you would
like to donate a salad and/or dessert, please contact
the church office.
Salad Luncheons Occur on the following days:
May 23, June 27, July 25, August 22,
September 26, October 24.

A Nice Coffee Hour Surprise

On Easter Sunday Toby announced we could
enjoy coffee hour for FREE. What a
nice Easter gift that was. Well this is
a gift that will keep on giving. Many
years ago at a Trustees meeting
it was decided to put coffee hour
money into the general. This was
a change as we had been letting church committees
use what we collected for special mission projects.
We are a very giving church. We are good at giving
to many in-reaching and out-reaching projects. With
the go ahead from Trustees we can now enjoy coffee
hour for FREE. GOOD JOB for all we do to help
others.
Vicky Rigney
Moderator
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May
Schedule

DATE

LITURGIST

USHER / GREETER

COFFEE HOUR

May 7

Don Storing

Diane and Terry House

Cathy and Tom Otto

May 14

Don Storing

Rod and Sallie Anderson

Bill and Sherrie O’Neil, Joannie and
Joel Sietsma

May 21

Don Storing

Todd and Jody Chwatun

Pete Amar and Mary Fox

May 28

Don Storing

Pete Amar and Mary Fox

Chuck and Judy Falk

June 4

Helen Crandall

NEED HELP

Vicky Rigney and Joe and Lani
Enlglish

Month
of
May

DEACON
Helen Mate

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Mardee Storing

May Birthdays
6 Vern House
8 Brenda Brummel
10 George Dunn
10 Elsie Moorhead
15 Norm Dressel

FLOWERS
Kay Boughner

May Anniversaries
15 Dale Rehkopf
17 Lani English
22 Pat Dressel
24 Julia Chwatun
25 Mackenzie Fobar
26 Roy Wolf
31 Alaina Anderson

14 Todd and Jody Chwatun
20 Rollie and Louanne Spearman
25 Pete Amar and Mary Fox

Major Team Meetings in May
-May 4th - Women’s Fellowship, 12:15pm
-May 4th - Reaching Out Team, 1:00pm
-May 11th - Trustees, 12:15pm
-May 18th - Reaching In Team, 12:15pm
-May 25th - Council, 9:30am
-June 1st - Women’s Fellowship, 12:15pm
-June 1st - Reaching Out Team, 1:00pm
Minutes for team meetings can be viewed on the church website at http://www.firstuccgaylord.org/minutes.html.
You must be logged into the ‘members only’ side of the website to view the minutes. If you’ve forgotten your username
and/or password, you can use the general login information. Username: fcucc Password: 49735
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May 2017
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday Thursday

Friday

Saturday

30

1

2

3

4

5

6

11am Bible

5pm

Study

Community

12:15pm

Meal

Women’s
Fellowship
1pm Reaching
7

8

9

10

Out Team
11

12

11am Bible

5pm

Study

Community

12:15pm

Meal

13

Trustees
14

15

Mother’s Day

16

17

18

19

6pm Potluck

1pm Church

11am Bible

5pm

Book Club

Study

Community

12:15pm

Meal

20

Reaching In
21

22

Team
25

26

27

11:30am

9:30am

5pm

10am UNA

Salad

Council

Community

Meeting

Luncheon

11am Bible

Meal

23

24

Study
28

29
Memorial Day

30

31

1

2

11am Bible

5pm

Study

Community

12:15pm

Meal

3

Women’s
Fellowship
1pm Reaching
Out

Please email any calendar changes to office@firstuccgaylord.org
The church calendar can also be viewed online at http://firstuccgaylord.org/calendar.html.
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