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“And they will beat their swords into ploughshares.”  What a vision the 

prophet Isaiah had for the world.  Where nations would not be aggressive against 

other nations.  A place of peace.  A place of contentment.  A place we all envision 

and dream about.  We think of it as a grand vision – and it is.  And yet, I wonder if 

we think about it being so large that it means that we don’t have anything to do 

with it.  It’s bigger than us.  It’s a vision that is beyond us.  It’s something we can 

imagine, but we believe that we may not be able to impact achieving that vision.  

This morning, I want to name that as false. 

Our United Church of Christ worship authors picked out the theme, “Stand 

as a Signal”, for today.  When I read it, it resonated with me as yes, this is 

something we can do to bring Isaiah’s vision to reality. 

Think about a signal.  There are all kinds of signals.  There are traffic signals, 

otherwise known as suggestive devices, intended to get drivers to act in a certain 

way.  But all jokes aside, traffic signals indicate when we should stop, go, or 



exercise caution.  Sometimes they are flashing signals, and sometimes they are 

the more traditional red, yellow and green.  There are left turn signals, and other 

signals we find on the road.  Often, traffic signals are in a fixed place, but not 

always.  Sometimes they are on the back of a truck telling us to move over for 

whatever reason.  Whether fixed or moving, drivers are supposed to obey those 

signals.  Pay attention to them.  Follow their direction. 

The other signal I thought of would be a lighthouse, something you see at 

the entry to a port to tell you where the channel is.  Or maybe the lighthouse is 

warning you of trouble ahead.  Again, it’s in a fixed location, and you’re invited, 

mariners, to pay attention to its warning, or to follow its path to find safety. 

Moving signals might include hand signals.  Hearing impaired people use their 

hands to signal what it is they wish to communicate.  A whole language can be 

communicated by sophisticated and learned hand signals.  And yes, there are 

certain hand signals that we know what they mean, but they are inappropriate.  

Yet, they still communicate a message. 

I’m sure you can think of all kinds of signals in your life.  Some you pay 

attention to, and some you don’t.  Hopefully you do pay attention to the signals 

your body is sending you when it sends you an alarm to tell you that you are sick.  



Again, signals point to either something to follow, or something to avoid (like a 

danger), or they can point beyond themselves to something that is ahead. 

Stand as a signal, our church leaders name for today’s theme.  What a concept for 

thinking of ourselves as people of peace.  What do we signal related to peace?  

What do we point to?  What do we indicate that we hope someone else is paying 

attention to?  What’s our message to those who look to us for a signal concerning 

the world that is ahead? 

Maybe our message is one of fear.  Fear makes sense in this world for many 

reasons.  And there are many things to fear.  Just in the last week we’ve had two 

more mass shootings.  My fear is that between the writing of this message on 

Tuesday morning and preaching Sunday morning, we’ll have another one – or 

maybe more.  What is our societal signal that we send to the world while we 

proclaim the Prince of Peace and yet execute violence against God’s people?  

What possible motivation could there be for anyone to find a reason to point and 

shoot a gun at people we don’t even know.  Some even point their gun and shoot 

multiple rounds at people just because they are different from the shooter.  

Sexual orientation has again become a reason to be a target of violence.  What 

was the nightclub in Colorado Springs signaling to the world?  From what I know, 



the signal was acceptance, a place of safety, inclusivity, and in a real sense, family.  

In short, they signaled peace.  One person didn’t pay attention to the signal of 

that nightclub and its patrons.  You see, we cannot control whether people pay 

attention to the signal we send.  All we can do is send it. 

Peace is not the absence of violence.  Peace is deeper than that.  It’s about 

including others and allowing people to live their best life.  Peace is rooted in 

justice for all, mercy and compassion.  Peace isn’t something that just happens 

one day when God decides that okay now is the time for nation not to rise against 

nation.  God has already made that decision.  Humanity has ignored the signal.   

We may not be able to control the signal humanity sends or ignores, but we 

have control over our own signal.  Whether our signal is fixed, like this church 

building, or moving like each one of us as individuals and as participants in this 

community of faith, we have a message to send.  I know we all believe in the 

vision of peace.  We all desire safety, security, belonging, and the ability to live 

our best life.  I do think that we miss what we might do to signal to those around 

us that we want those same things for them as well. 

What are the root causes of violence?  What would make someone commit 

a hateful, hurtful crime?  Where did they get the signal that this was the way to 



“fix” the world to fit their needs, their morals, and their worldview?  It didn’t 

happen in a vacuum.  Indeed, it happened in a society that has become so 

concerned about the individual that we have little reason, we think, to be 

connected. 

Whether we believe it or not, we stand as a signal.  More people pay 

attention to us than we realize.  People watch us and there are those who want to 

be like us, whether we know it or not.  Acts of mercy, peace and a penchant for 

justice are noticeable to others around us.  So also, is it noticeable when you and I 

practice violence, even small acts, in bouts of self-righteousness.   

We will not now, nor ever, be perfect.  That’s not what I’m saying.  But I do 

think that we often believe that we are too small to be a signal -- to make a 

difference.  That is simply not true.  We don’t have to lead a group in public for 

others to be watching us.  Someone is.  Not to catch us doing bad things so they 

can talk about us, but to catch us doing the things that make for peace.  All 

people, but especially our young people, need a sign – a signal – to show them 

something other than what we see in our world today.  We can show them that 

we are people of peace, not because we’re always nice, but because we are 

committed to something and someone larger than ourselves.  Committed to a 



vision of peace, we practice inclusivity.  We strive to love all our neighbors as 

ourselves.  We practice living according to the signal sent by a certain man from 

Nazareth, who refused to practice violence against another.  One who died trying 

to show the world a different way to be. 

In his name, we sing “Let There be Peace on Earth”, but sometimes I think 

we forget to “Let it begin with me.” 

In the many blessed names of God.  Amen. 


