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 I want to begin this morning’s message at the end of the second 
scripture we read. Listen again to John 20:31, where John tells us why he 

has taken the time and trouble to record all these stories about Jesus. “All this I have written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ… and that by believing, you may have life in his name.” 

 John’s entire gospel begins and ends with this notion of “the Christ.” On the cover of the bulletin, we have the very first words in John’s Gospel. Properly translated, they would read, “In the beginning was the Christ. The Christ was with God and the Christ was God.” If you’re like me, you grew up thinking that “Christ” was just another name for Jesus, maybe even his last name, as in “Jesus Christ.” It’s like 
Toby Jones, Cheryl Burke, Carol Lesser…Jesus Christ. 
 But not only is “Christ” NOT Jesus’s last name; it is not a synonym 
for Jesus either; nor is it to be equated with Jesus. Jesus was a particular 

person who lived on this planet at a particular time for 33 years. He was 

crucified, he died, was buried, and – as we celebrate today – rose from 

the dead. But Jesus was not “the Christ” in its totality. The Christ was 

something much bigger, much more universal and eternal than Jesus 

was. In fact, it might be helpful to think of the Christ as “the Force” in 
Star Wars. 

 Now, lest you think that I’m going to somehow belittle Jesus on this Easter day, I’m not. Just stay with me. We know that people – like 

John, who wrote this gospel – came to see Jesus as “the Christ.” They 
even referred to him with that word after his resurrection. That’s why we often hear the phrase “the risen Christ.” When Jesus rose from the 
dead, it changed the way people looked at him; it had to! But when this super important word “Christ” started being used to talk about Jesus, it 

was not intended to equate the two. Rather it was an attempt to express the incredible news that this amazing, creative, “from-the-beginning”  
God-force was finding concrete expression in Jesus. Once Jesus rose 

from the dead, folks finally began to understand that this long-

acknowledged force, this eternal expression of God’s loving power was 

actually available to us – in the flesh! That’s why John says in his very first chapter, “And the Word became flesh and dwelled among us.” Had 



Yoda been speaking of Jesus, he might have said, “The Force is very strong in this one.” 

 So it’s not that Jesus “was” the Christ or the Force; it’s that the 
Force or the Christ inhabited Jesus in a profound and noticeable way. 

And if that Christ force, that God reality could inhabit Jesus…wait for it…that means it can also inhabit us…US! The Christ in US…The Christ in YOU…the Christ in ME! May the Force be with you!” Do you see the 

incredible news in this, folks? Do you see why our brothers and sisters 

in the Eastern Orthodox tradition have worked so hard and so faithfully 

over the centuries to maintain a distinction between Jesus of Nazareth 

and the Christ? If we don’t maintain that distinction, then this Easter 

resurrection story – in fact, the whole Jesus story – is simply about one man. If we don’t maintain this distinction between Jesus and “the 
Christ,” then all there is for us to do - as we look at Jesus’s life, death, 

and resurrection - is clap and say, “Hurray for Jesus! Look at all the great 
stuff that he can do! You’re amazing Jesus!” And if that’s what we’ve 
made of Easter, then we are a people to be pitied, for there’s really no 
good news for us in that. 

 But if the Christ pre-existed Jesus, if the Force is an eternal reality, 

a God-force that Jesus came to introduce us to, we’ve got a whole lot 

more to celebrate this Easter day than we ever realized. If Jesus was not 

some sort of one-off, some unique blip on an otherwise flat-lined 

humanity, this Easter message – in fact, Jesus’s whole life and ministry – must change everything! Let’s think about this for a few minutes…Can 
anyone think of anything Jesus said or did that seemed to suggest that we could do the same things he did…? (I’m not asking this rhetorically. If 
you think of something speak up…) 

 How about when Jesus came to the disciples walking on the water? Does anybody remember what happened next…? Peter said, “Lord, if it’s really you, bid me to come and walk on the water with you.” Jesus said, “Come!” And Peter got out of the boat. He may not have stayed on top of the water long, but he got a few steps in, didn’t he? Then, of course, there’s the time Jesus helps a little girl – a Roman soldier’s daughter – raise from the dead. And that wasn’t the only time 
someone other than Jesus raised from the dead. In John 11, Jesus’s 
friend Lazarus raises from the dead. We tend to think of those two 

previous resurrection stories as being all about Jesus and his “unique” 
power, but they’re not; they’re all about the power of the Christ that is 

strong in Jesus. And last but not least, there is John 14:12, when Jesus 



says, “I tell you the truth; anyone who has faith in me will do even greater things than I’ve been doing.” You see, it’s the Christ power at 
work through Jesus that’s making all this amazing stuff happen. Jesus knows it; that’s why he never took credit for what he did. It’s why in all 
the healing stories, Jesus always asked the person if he/she believed, 

had faith. Jesus wanted them – and us - to know that we have a role, we 

take part in the healing process, through the Force that’s at work in us! It’s not about Jesus – it’s about the Christ. “In the beginning was the Christ…the Christ was with God, and the Christ was God.” 

 Folks, the real power behind the Easter story, behind the 

resurrection of Jesus from the dead, is not Jesus’s power; it’s Christ power. Jesus knew that…and now it’s time for us to know that. The 

Christ is a divine reality, a God-power for everyone – in everyone – 

available to everyone! This is why in Jesus’s second feeding of the 5000, he didn’t just do it himself. When the disciples saw the huge and hungry 
crowd gathered on that hillside, the disciples begged Jesus to send them away. But Jesus turned to them and asked, “What do you have? You feed 
them with what you have.” Then they took out their satchels and found 
5 loaves and 7 fish among them. With the power of the Christ, it was enough. With the power of the Christ, it’s always enough. 
 I love the scenes in all the gospels when Jesus comes back to the 

disciples after the crucifixion, having risen. They’re always huddled 
somewhere in fear, crouched together in some upper room, and Jesus 

just walks in. And I find it so amazing what Jesus says in each of these post resurrection encounters. He says, “Peace be with you! Shalom – God’s peace.” I don’t know about you, but that is nowhere near what I 

would have said, had I been Jesus in that situation. I would have said, “You idiots! You morons! What in the hell is the matter with you? What 
did you think these last three years were about, anyway?” But Jesus doesn’t even bring it up. He doesn’t mention their betrayal, their fleeing, their pretending not to have even known him. All Jesus says is, “Peace be with you…God’s peace be upon you.” And then he says this in verses 21 and 22. “As the Father has sent me, so I am sending you.” And then, John 

tells us, that “Jesus breathed on them...he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.” 

 Let’s break this down a little bit, folks. First of all, does anybody 
remember any other places in the Bible when somebody breathes on 

other people or uses breath to give or create life? The first, of course, is 

in Genesis 1 – the very beginning – when God – in the presence of the 



Christ force that was there from the beginning – breathes on the dust and dirt from which He has fashioned the first human beings. God’s 
breath animates the dust and gives it life. The second, of course, is the 

Pentecost story in Acts 2. All the followers are together in one place and 

this mighty wind blows through the gathering. God unleashes the Christ 

force on all people, all nations. 

 Brothers and sisters, we make an enormous mistake if we think 

that Easter is all about Jesus. From his very first miracle, Jesus knew it wasn’t all about Jesus. What God was doing then – and is still doing now – is far bigger than Jesus. Our Eastern Orthodox brothers and sisters put it this way… “God became a human so that we humans might become divine.” (Repeat) It sounds like heresy to some of us, right? Yet these 
very words can be found in the Catholic Catechism - Part 1, Section 2, 

Article 3!… And I quote:  

 

 The Word became flesh to make us partakers of the divine 
 nature. This is why the Christ became man, and why the Son of 
 God became the Son of man: so that man, by entering into 
 communion with the Word or the Christ thus receives 
 divine sonship… For the Son of God became man so that we 
 might become God. The only-begotten Son of God, wanted to 
 make us sharers in his divinity…Jesus assumed our nature, so 
 that he might make us gods." 
 

 Wow! Are you feeling this, folks? Do you get how huge this is? “I tell you the truth,” Jesus said, “anyone who has faith in me will do even 
greater things than I have been doing.” That is the good news of Easter, 

folks. That is the good news, the astonishing news, of the Gospel. The 

Force IS with US! Isn’t it time we started living like the Force is in us? 

 How dare we say that we can’t end poverty…The Force IS with us! 

How dare we say that we can’t house the homeless…The Force is WITH 

us! How dare we say that we can’t save this planet for our children and grandchildren…The Force is with us! How dare we say that we can’t 
raise from the dead. The Force is with us! The Christ force! 

 The power that raised Jesus of Nazareth from the dead is Christ power. May we never, ever forget that “the Son of God became a human 

so that we might become God.” We’ve got work to do, folks…and Easter 
reminds us that have the power to do it!  The Force IS with you. Why not 

start living like it. Amen. 



 


