
This morning's sermon was a video about Kiva. Please look at this 
introduction by Mischelle. At the end, you will find the link to the video.

Good Morning, Everyone; 

You may recall that when I spoke not-so-briefly in October, I talked about the joy 

of giving dangerously, and of the UCC’s commitment to issues related  to 

social justice, including peacemaking.  This morning, I would like to  share 

with you one initiative the Council has embarked on to live out this  

mission.  In September, we decided to take action to promote  

peace in the world in a small way -- that will keep on growing. We collected 

$116 among our members and invested it in microloans through the  

international nonprofit organization, Kiva. In 14 years, Kiva has loaned over 

$1.24 billion dollars to 3.1 million borrowers in 81 countries. This effort has 

been made possible by support from 1.8 million lenders just like  ourselves. 

These LOANS, not donations, help women, men and families  build and 

expand businesses in over 15 sectors from agricultural to retail to home 

repairs.  

The loans are usually several thousand dollars and are repaid according to  

Pre- designed payment plans.  When repaid, the lenders, who typically 
lend 

$25 to each borrower, can then re-lend the funds to someone else or they 

reclaim their original investment. 

Decisions about the countries where the loans can be made, the types of 

loans, and who can borrow, are made by the lenders. Consistent with  

our church’s commitment to peacemaking, the Council chose to lend to  



women who are refugees or living in war torn areas or are vulnerable  

populations. We made loans to buy beans in Rwanda, import clean energy 

products in Haiti, buy seeds and fertilizer for corn cultivation and solar  

lights in Tanzania, and the purchase of clothes for resale in Kosovo. We  

received enough repayment this month to re-lend an additional $25 to a  

woman in Palestine for her fabric shop supplies.  

In this very small way, we feel that we are living out Christ's  

mandate to be peacemakers.  We are using our resources to promote    

conflict transformation by supporting women in their attempts to achieve  

equitable power relationships through economic independence.  I urge you 

to join your Council members in this effort! 

In peace, 

Mischelle Stone 

https://youtu.be/Cqj0sgrNL10

https://youtu.be/Cqj0sgrNL10

