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Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, unless a kernel of wheat 

falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But 

if it dies, it produces many seed. 

                                            - John 12:24-25 

Welcome to the First Congregational United Church of Christ.  No 

matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are 

welcome here! 

 

http://www.firstuccgaylord.org/
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*Introit 
   “Here Comes the Sun” – The Beatles 

 

*Call to Worship 
 (WL = Worship Leader, M = Ministers) 

WL: Today we celebrate and remember one of the most stunning events in 

human history 

M: The day when Jesus of Nazareth rose from the grave and  conquered 

death 

WL: And though this happened 2000 years ago, we still say and sing “Jesus 

Christ is risen today 

M: For his rising has power and significance for all people, everywhere, 

forever 

WL: What does it mean for us? 

M: It means we need not fear the ending of things, for when something 

dies, new life springs up all around it. God sees to that. 

All: Christ is Risen! Alleluia! 
 

*Opening Hymn 
(B) #245 – “The Day of Resurrection” 

 

Corporate Unison Prayer 
 On this Easter day, we recognize how little we understand Your 

ways, dear God. We so often view Your great actions through such a tiny, 

limited lens. With the raising of Jesus from the dead, we conclude narrowly 

that we need not fear our own death or the deaths of those we love. But 

Christ’s resurrection is good news for the Church too. As this institution 

we know and love dies a slow and painful death, remind us that we need 

not be afraid of that apparent ending either. For out of the ashes of this 

institutional form of Christianity, Lord, You are already raising up new 

movements of Christ followers, small communities of faith with the power 

to do great things in the name and spirit of Jesus. Jesus told us that unless a 

kernel of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. 

But if it dies, it produces many seeds. Today, O Lord, as we celebrate the 

raising of Jesus from the dead, fill us with hope that you will pull off that 

very same Easter miracle with the Church. Make us willing to die, so that 

new movements of life might help your kingdom come and your will be 

done on earth. Amen. 

*Gloria Patri (sung) 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost: 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end.  Amen, Amen. 
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First Scripture Reading 
Luke 24:1-12 

 

Children’s Sermon 
Jesus Loves the Little Children (sung) 

 

Offering 
Offertory Music - “I Will Lift Up Mine Eyes Unto The Hills” 

(Composed & Arranged by Rokko Jans) 

*Doxology 

 

Second Scripture Reading 
John 12:24-25 

 

Sermon: “When One Dies & Two Billion Rise” 
(The Death of an Institution = The Birth of a Movement) 

 

*Sermon Hymn 
(R) #291 – Thine is the Glory” 

 

Prayers of the People & Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 

those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. 

Amen.  

 

*Closing Hymn 
(B) #233 – “Christ the Lord is Risen Today” 

 

Benediction 
 

Sung Response: (R) 292 - “Because He Lives” 
Because He lives I can face tomorrow, Because He lives all fear is gone 

Because I know He holds the future 

And life is worth living just because I know He lives 

 

*You are invited to stand if you feel comfortable doing so. 
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SUNDAY PARTICIPANTS:  

Organist:  Sandra Soderberg  

Liturgist: Pete Amar 

Ushers/Greeters: Gloria House and Evelyn Pratt 

Sunday School  

Kids: Doreen Dobosy 

Youth: Brenda Brummel 

Deacon: Kay Boughner 

Flowers: Cathy Otto  

 

 

 

 

Pastor: Toby Jones  

Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 

10:00am-noon or by appt  

    Ch Phone: 989-732-5726  

    Cell: 231-881-6734  

    Email:        

pastor@firstuccgaylord.org   

  

Moderator: Vicky Rigney  

E-mail: vickyrigney@gmail.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Communications Coordinator 

Maggie Henriksen 

989-732-5726  

E-mail:  
office@firstuccgaylord.org  

 

Maggie’s Upcoming Schedule: 
Tuesday, April 18th – 9am-3pm 

Tuesday, April 25th – 3-6pm 

Wednesday, April 26th – 9am-3pm 

 

 

Following worship, please join us in the Fellowship 

Hall where today’s Coffee Hour will be hosted by 

Doreen Dobosy and Lori Ferguson. 

 

Sermon discussions will resume on April 30th. 

 


