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I love the image of woven cloth as a metaphor for our lives.  Every piece of woven cloth 
is unique and has at least slight variations as the threads are woven together.  We weave 
our individual patterns with every choice we make.  Every time we choose love over 
hate, we weave in beauty.  When we choose hope over despair, we weave in brightness.  
When we choose to be inclusive rather than exclusive, we weave a rich and varied pat-
tern.  When we show compassion, the hard edges of our lives are softened.   
 
There are threads of everyday life that are often chosen for us…loss of a job, illness, an 
accident, flood or tornado that must be in the weave of our fabric.  But we can decide 
how we respond and what we want to contribute.  We can weave in the dark colors of 
despair or we can weave in the bright shades of hope.  Each of the threads of our lives 
have a different texture, they are thick and thin, smooth and rough, there may be 
bumps or knots.  There are many experiences that affect our lives.  Days come and go 
and some unfold smoothly with only minor irritations.  Other times are rough and tu-
multuous.  Added together they make up the texture of our lives, the fabric of our weav-
ing.   
 
There are many colors in our weaving.   There is the bright, vibrant color of happy ac-
tive days, and the soft, muted colors of quiet, thoughtful times.  Dark shades show up in 
our sadness and the pain in our lives.  All are woven together into a multicolor, multi-
textured pattern creating a work of beauty and usefulness.   
 
We are also partners in weaving a larger piece of cloth when we are a part of a family, or 
part of a church congregation.  Each of us bring our variety of threads and colors, 
strengths and weaknesses.  Working together with others gives our fabric many more 
opportunities for variety,  varied patterns and textures.  Each time we interact with one 
another we change the structure of the fabric.  Again we can bring beautiful bright 
threads or dark somber threads, we can bring pastel threads that bring new energy and 
life to the fabric.   
 

I believe God sits at the loom and touches each thread and blesses what each one of us 

brings to the loom, weather it is love and forgiveness or despair and pain. I am 

warmed and comforted by the fabric that our congregation weaves together.  In this 

Easter Season, sharing all the threads that come together we make something beautiful 

and useful.    We are blessed in our lives together.   

Shalom,  Pastor Susan 
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Pastor  

Rev. Susan Webeler  

Office Hours:  Wed.-Sat., 8:30am-12:30pm  

Office: 989-732-5726  

Cell: 989-370-3767  

Home: 989-732-3425  

email: pastor@firstuccgaylord.org  

 

 

Secretary  

Cyndie Cole  

Office Hours:  Tuesday-Friday., 9-noon  

Office/Fax: 989-732-5726  

e-mail: secretary_ucc@yahoo.com  

 

 

Youth Leaders  

Julie Hilt and Mary Amar-Fox  

Organist  

Sandra Soderberg  

Choir Director  

Cyndie Cole  
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Website: www.firstuccgaylord.org  
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Worship Schedule 
Choir Practice: 9am 

Worship: 10am  

Sunday School: 10:15am (during service)  

Coffee Hour: 11am (after worship)  

Don’t compare your life to others.  

You have no idea what their journey 

is all about. 

Coming together is a beginning.  Keeping together is progress.  Working together is success.  ~Henry Ford 



 

1 
 
 
8 
 
 
15 
 
 
22 
 
 
29 

Lectionary Readings  
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May 

June 

5 
 
 
12 
 
 
 
19 
 
 
26
  

Communion, Second Sunday of Easter 
Acts 2:14a, 22-32, Psalm 16, 1 Peter 1:3-9, John 20:19-31 
 
Loose Change, Third Sunday of Easter 
Acts 2:14a, 36-41, Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19, 1Peter 1:17-23, Luke 24:13-35 
 
Reading of the Covenant, Fourth Sunday of Easter 
Acts 2:42-47, Psalm 23, 1 Peter 2:19-25, John 10:1-10 
 
Reading of the Statement of Faith, Fifth Sunday of Easter 
Acts 7:55-60, Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16, 1 Peter 2:2-10, John 14:1-14 
 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 
Acts 17:22-31, Psalm 66:8-20, 1 Peter 3:13-22, John 14:15-21 

Communion, Seventh Sunday of Easter 
Acts 1:6-14, Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35, 1 Peter 4:12-14, 5:6-11, John 17:1-11 
 
Pentecost Sunday, Loose Change for Food Pantry 
Acts 2:1-21 or Numbers 11:24-30, Psalm 104:24-34, 35b,  
1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 or Acts 2:1-21, John 20:19-23 or John 7:37-39 
 
Trinity Sunday, Reading of the Covenant 
Genesis 1:1-2:4a, Psalm 8,  2 Corinthians 13:11-13, Matthew 28:16-20 
 
Second Sunday after Pentecost, Loose Change for the Friendship Shelter 
Genesis 22:1-4, Psalm 13 or Jeremiah 28:5-9, Psalm 89:1-4, 15-18, 
Romans 6:12-23, Matthew 10:40-42 
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Liturgists 

Coffee Hour Hosts 
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Ushers & Greeters 

May 

June 

Flowers for the Month 

May 

Marilyn Kaczanowski Maryetta House  

June 

Acolytes 

May 

June 

Mark & Marlene Kersten  

Larry & Evelyn Pratt 

Joel & Joanie Sietsema 

Vern & Maryetta House 

Don & Helen Crandall 

Mark & Marlene Kersten and Mona Viviano 

Larry & Evelyn Pratt and Chuck & Judy Falk 

Joel & Joanie Sietsema and Louanne Spearman 

Vern & Maryetta House and Terry & Diane House 

Don & Helen Crandall and Carol Leser 

Sallie Anderson 

Mary Sanders 

Cliff Black 

Jody Chwatun 

Pete Amar 

1 

8 

15 

22 

29 

1 

8 

15 

22 

29 

James and Emily Brazelton 

Zephy Boughner/Erin Rigney 

Christine Cole/Cienna Woodcox 

Amallia Kassuba/Brittany Hilt 

Duncan Palmer/Taylor Rutsalla 

5 

12 

19 

26 

Jim & Julie Hilt  

Dennis & Linda Raymond 

Vicky Rigney and Mary Sanders 

George Lienerth and John Garcia 

Jim & Julie Hilt and Cyndie Cole 

Dennis & Linda Raymond and Norm & Pat Dressel 

Father's Day Pies 

Pete Amar, Mary Fox and John Garcia 

RJ Hilt/Gage Boughner 

Duncan Palmer/Taylor Rutsalla 

Eden Woodcox/Alyson Cole 

Erin Rigney/Katie Amar-Fox 



 

Notes:                                                                Choir 
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Frank Wilkinson 
Foster Weaver 
Jeff Killingbeck 
Ken Rudolph 

Cliff Black 
Dan Boxwell 
Larry Pratt 
Jean Myers 

Church of the Month                                      

During April  we are asked 
to pray for First Congrega-
tional  UCC Harrison 

National Day of Prayer 
Thursday, May  5, 2011 
 
The National Day of Prayer is a vital part of our heri-
tage.  Since the first call to prayer in 1775, when the 
Continental Congress asked the colonies to pray for 
wisdom in forming a nation, the call to prayer has 
continued through our history, including President 
Lincoln's proclamation of a day of "humiliation, fast-
ing, and prayer" in 1863.  In 1952, a joint resolution 
by Congress, signed by President Truman, declared 
an annual, national day of prayer.  In 1988, the law 
was amended and signed by President Reagan, per-
manently setting the day as the first Thursday of 
every May.  Each year, the president signs a procla-
mation, encouraging people of all faiths to pray on 
this day.  Last year all 50 state governors plus the gov-
ernors of several U.S. territories signed similar proc-
lamations. 
 
The Diaconate is inviting our congregation to partici-
pate in the National Day of Prayer.  We are asking 
people to volunteer to pray for one hour in our 
church sanctuary.  A sign-up sheet will be available in 
the Parrish House. The 24 hours of prayer will be 
from midnight May 5 through midnight May 6.  A 
member of the Diaconate will also be present during 
the entire 24 hour period.  
 
For more information the website is: 

nationaldayofprayer.org.   
Salad Luncheon Schedule 2011 

April Salad Luncheon took in $265 for Christian Ed. 

Thank-you all who donated their time as well as Salads & 
Desserts, you people make the luncheons possible 

Month 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Committee 

Scholarship 

Women’s Fellowship 

Missions/Outreach 

Trustees 

Deacons 

Choir 

Chair 

Cyndie/Julie 

Mona/ Helen 

Cathy 

Tom 

Margaret 

Cleveann/Sandra 

The choir has worked very hard this past year and 
will be going on vacation the end of June.   

I am looking for people interested in providing 
special music during the months of July and Au-
gust.  If you are interested or know of someone 
who might like to help out, please contact me at 
secretary_ucc@yahoo.com 

Thank you all for your support. 

Cyndie 

http://nationaldayofprayer.org
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The following people donated flow-
ers that decorated our sanctuary dur-
ing Easter: 
 

Marcella Fahselt 
In Celebration Of: 

The Wilkinson Family 
 
 

Merry Lu Prior 
In Memory Of: 

Bob and Lucille Fritz, Lillian Fritz 
 

In Honor Of 
Elsie Moorehead 

 
 

Barb Brown 
In Memory Of: 

Ruth Myers 
 
 

Don & Helen Crandall 
In Celebration Of: 

Grandchildren, great-grandchildren &  
Those on the way 

 
Mrs. Jane Werts 
In Memory Of: 

Ted Werts 

 
John & Margaret Hellenberg 

In Celebration Of: 
50 Years of Marriage 

 
 

Gary Steiner & Catherine Frost 
In Memory Of: 

Glenn W and M. Irene Steiner 
 

Rod & Sallie Anderson 

In Memory Of: 

Loved Ones 

 

Reverend Susan Webeler 

In Memory  Of: 

Robert and Kathleen Webeler 

 

Olive H. Grabow 

In Memory Of: 

Eugene E. Grabow 

Golf At Treetops 

Treetops is pleased to offer some 
great specials this coming golf sea-
son, check it out at 
www.treetop.com or see the flyer 
posted in the Parish House. 
 
Besides what you see listed, when 
anyone associated with our church 
comes and brings a group of 16 or 
more people they will calculate a 

percentage and give that back to the 
church just for coming. It just gets 
better, on Tuesday after 12 for only 
$65 per person you can play unlim-
ited golf any course (based on avail-
ability). They will donate $15 to the 
charity of your choice. Or play 18 
for $55 and $10 per round will go to 
charity of choice, play 9 for $35 and 
$5 will be donated. 



God loves you because of who God 

is, not because of anything you did 

or didn’t do. 

 

New Church Directory 
 
Our church has made an agreement 
with Lifetouch Church Directories 
to do a pictorial directory of church 
members and friends. 
 
Begin shopping for that new outfit 
you want your pictures to be taken 
in.  The dates are Tuesday June 7th 
and Wednesday June 8th.  They of-
fer a number of interesting incen-
tives for money off portrait packages 
although you are under no obliga-
tion to purchase anything.  Please, 
plan to make an appointment when 

the time comes, so you can be repre-
sented in the directory. 
 
If you would like to schedule your 
picture time online, just click on 
the following website address, it will 
take you to the scheduling page. 
 
http://www.securedata-
trans14.com/ap/
firstcongregationalunitedchurchof-
christ4/index.php?page=10  
 

Church Directory                                       Blanket Sunday 

 World Day of Prayer is May 5th. 
The church will be open for 24 
hours. There will be someone from 
the Diaconate committee there dur-
ing those hours, so people may 
come in to pray at their conven-
ience. 
 
Communion will be up front from 
now on. 

Diaconate Minutes                                      Mission/Outreach 
                                                         

  DIACONATE MINUTES 
                                                         

     April 21, 2011 
  
  
MEMBERS PRESENT;  Pastor 
Susan, Margaret Hellenberg, Lorelei 
Woodcox, Cliff Black, Sallie Ander-
son, Louanne Spearman and 
Marilyn Kaczanowski. 
  
The minutes for March were re-
viewed and approved. 
  
There will be communion on May 
1st. 
  
Pancake breakfast was much en-
joyed by all and $210 was given. 
  
 Mission Sundays were reviewed. A 
list for each one is listed in the Feb-
ruary Mission minutes. 
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Mission Minutes 

April 7, 2011 

 

Members present, Pastor Susan, 
Cathy Otto, Margaret Hellen-
berg, Jody Chwatun, Louanne 
Spearman and Marina LaBelle. 

 

The entire meeting was spent 
listening to the representative 
from Lifetouch give us instruc-
tions concerning the directory. 

 

Sunday May 8 is Blanket Sunday. For 
$5.00 you can purchase a heart in Mem-
ory of or Honor of your Mother, these 
hearts will be displayed in the Narthex.  

The monies collected will be used to 
purchase blankets for those in need. 
Check out the following site for more 
information; 
http://www.churchworldservice.org/site
/PageServer?pagename=blankets_main 

Trustees 
Nothing to report. 

http://www.securedata-trans14.com/ap/firstcongregationalunitedchurchofchrist4/index.php?page=10
http://www.securedata-trans14.com/ap/firstcongregationalunitedchurchofchrist4/index.php?page=10
http://www.securedata-trans14.com/ap/firstcongregationalunitedchurchofchrist4/index.php?page=10
http://www.securedata-trans14.com/ap/firstcongregationalunitedchurchofchrist4/index.php?page=10
http://www.churchworldservice.org/site/PageServer?pagename=blankets_main
http://www.churchworldservice.org/site/PageServer?pagename=blankets_main


 

Church Wish List 

Everyday Napkins 

Decaf Coffee 

Dish Soap and Liquid Dishwasher Soap 

Cleanser (i.e., Comet, Barkeepers Friend, Soft Scrub) 

     Toilet Bowl Cleaner 

     Clorox Spray Cleaner 

      Paper Towels 

Stamps 

If your name does not appear on our celebration listing, 
please let the office know so we can include you on this 
monthly birthday and anniversary page. 
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Arlene Guthrie & Vern House 

George Dunn  & Elsie Moorhead 

Norm Dressel, Jim Hilt & 

Dale Rehkopf 

Jenny Montgomery 

Pat Dressel 

Julia Chwatun & Marci Evans 

Roy Wolf 

Gavin Atkins 

Nolan Roundy 

Ramona Wubbels 

Alaina Anderson 

6 

10 

15 

 

21 

22 

24 

26 

28 

29 

30 

31 

Todd and Jodi Chwatun 

Cliff and Jean Black 

Pete Amar and Mary Fox 

14 

15 

25 
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Music Festival 

May 14, 2011 

Saturday Noon to 10:30 p.m. Gaylord High School 

Stay all day – Stay an Hour – Come & Go 

Recommended minimum donation per person for all day 

wristband 

$5 at door – credit cards accepted 

See program at 

www.thefriendshipshelter.org 

Entertainers 

Michigan Northern Lights – Barbershop 

Yankee Station & Melissa Wickson – Rock 

Alpine Bells – Hand-bell Choir 

Doug Thomas & Guy Monday Band – Rock 

The Panjandrum Jazz Group - Jazz 

Northern Michigan Flute Choir – Classical 

Vivo Strings – Classical Chamber Orchestra 

Kayenne Baur – Modern Vocals 

Nancy Loushay-Helegeson – Vocals 

Ruthann Kyle – Pianist 

Thomasine (Tommie) Preniczky – Pianist 

Vivo Duo – Contemporary Duets 

The Three Plus One – Old Favorites 

Food prepared and served by 

Gaylord High School Culinary Arts Class 

Silent auction during intermissions 
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June 

Mission & Outreach Meeting 
Women’s Fellowship 
Crop Walk Meeting 
 
Bible Presentation Sunday 
 
Church Directory Pictures 
 
Vacation Bible School @ the Methodist Church 
Evening dinner  included 5-7pm 
 
Family Potluck 
 
Trustee’s Meeting   
 
Diaconate 
 
Salad Luncheon 

July 

Women’s Fellowship 
 
Glenn Steiner’s Funeral Luncheon  
Family Potluck 
 
Trustees 
 
Diaconate 
 
Salad Luncheon 

2 
 
 
 
5 
 
7 & 8 
 
20-24 
 
 
21 
 
22 
 
23 
 
28 
 

7 
 
19 
 
 
20 
 
21 
 
26 
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