
Pastorôs Reflection 
 
As  winter wanes and Lent approaches the church shifts its focus a bit from learning about the 
life of Jesus toward an invitation to look inward and  assess where Christ has had an impact on 
your life and where each of you are personally in your walk with God.  The goal of Lent has 
always been to strengthen oneôs identity in Christ, the church, and the Kingdom. When we are 
baptized we become a part of a new kingdom - the kingdom of God - with Jesus as Lord.  
Unlike the lordship of the Kings of history and unlike the lordship of Caesar that rule with 
violence, strength, and fear, the lordship of Jesus has been built upon peace, vulnerability and 
hope. 

 

Today we tend to make membership in the church as easy as possible and forget that in becom-
ing a part of the kingdom of God we are asked to offer ourselves before God, hopefully in very 
practical ways, but always looking toward serving and building up the kingdom.  With this per-
spective in mind, Lent then should be nothing less than a life-changing experience that redi-
rects us to new and exciting challenges and opportunities to serve God.    (Enough preaching 
for now!) 

 

Iôd like to invite everyone to attend the Lenten Soup Supper/Bible Study on Thursday evenings 
beginning March 10 at 6pm and concluding April 14th .  Members of the Diaconate will take 
turns providing homemade soup and bread for our dinner.  This year I have chosen a study 
based on the Book of Jonah.  Through this story we will notice the striking connections Jonahôs 
experience has to the disciplines of Lent.  We will look at the character of  Jonah and see that it 
provides provocative insights into what our character will be as we follow Christ.  There will be 
valuable suggestions for application to our lives today, thought provoking questions, and lots of 
opportunity for discussion.  Hope to see many of you there. 

 

I hope you are all looking forward to Spring as much as I amé.the season of New Life!!!! 

 

Love and Blessings,   Pastor Susan 
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Pastor  

Rev. Susan Webeler  

Office Hours:  Wed.-Sat., 8:30am-12:30pm  

Office: 989-732-5726  

Cell: 989-370-3767  

Home: 989-732-3425  

email: pastor@firstuccgaylord.org  

 

 

Secretary  

Cyndie Cole  

Office Hours:  Tuesday-Friday., 9-noon  

Office/Fax: 989-732-5726  

e-mail: secretary_ucc@yahoo.com  

 

 

Youth Leaders  

Julie Hilt and Mary Amar-Fox  

Organist  

Sandra Soderberg  

Choir Director  

Cyndie Cole  
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Staff Directory 

Website: www.firstuccgaylord.org  

March 2011 

Worship Schedule 
Choir Practice: 9am 

Worship: 10am  

Sunday School: 10:15am (during service)  

Coffee Hour: 11am (after worship)  

Donõt compare your life to others.  

You have no idea what their journey 

is all about. 

Coming together is a beginning.  Keeping together is progress.  Working together is success.  ~Henry Ford  
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Lectionary Readings  
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March 

April  

3 
 
 
10 
 
 
17 
 
 
 
 
 
 
24 
 

Communion, Transfiguration Sunday 
Exodus 24:12-18, Psalm 2 or Psalm 99, II Peter 1:16-21, 
Matthew 17:1-9 
 
Ash Wednesday, Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 or Isaiah 58:1-12, Psalm 51: 1-17, 
Corinthians 5:20b-6:10; Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 
 
Loose Change, First Sunday in Lent 
Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7, Psalm 32, Romans 5:12-19, Matthew 4: 1-11 
 
Reading of the Covenant, Second Sunday in Lent 
Genesis 12:1-4a, Psalm 121, Romans 4:1-5, 13-17, John 3:1-17 or 
Matthew 17:1-9  
 
Reading of the Statement of Faith, Third Sunday in Lent 
Exodus 17:1-7, Psalm 95, Romans 5:1-11, John 4:5-42 

Communion, Fourth Sunday in Lent 
1 Samuel 16:1-13; Psalm 23, Ephesians 5:8-14; John 9:1-41 
 
Loose Change, Fifth Sunday in Lent 
Ezekiel 37:1-14, Psalm 130, Romans 8:6-11, John 11: 1-45 
 
Reading of the Passion 
Liturgy of the Palms 
Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29, Matthew 21:1-11 
Liturgy of the Passion 
Isaiah 50:4-9a, Psalm 31:9-16, Philemon 2:5-11,  
Matthew 26:14-27:66 or Matthew 27:11-54  
 
Easter Sunday, Communion 
Acts 10:34-43 or Jeremiah 31:1-6, Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24,  
Colossians 3:1-4 or Acts 10:34-43, John 20:1-18 or Matthew 28:1-10 
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Liturgists 

Coffee Hour Hosts 

March 2011 

Ushers & Greeters 

March 

April  

Flowers for the Month 

March 

Cathy Otto Diane House  

April  

Acolytes 

March 

April  
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13 

20 

27 

Pete Amar & Mary Fox (pew) 

John & Margaret Hellenberg 

Jim & Julie Hilt 

Butch & Arlene Guthrie 

6 

13 

20 

27 

Pete Amar, Mary Fox and Paul & Marilyn Kaczanowski 

John & Margaret Hellenberg and Jen Kassuba 

Jim & Julie Hilt and Barb Myers 

Butch & Arlene Guthrie and Jason & Lorelei Woodcox 

EJ Dodson 

Paul Kaczanowski 

Jason Woodcox 

Paige Kassuba 

Christine Cole/Cienna Woodcox 
Gavin Ball/Avery Ball 

RJ Hilt/Gage Boughner 

Eden Woodcox/Alyson Cole 

Todd & Jody Chwatun  (Up) 

Roy & Cleveann Wolf 

Roy Wolf and Maureen Ballenger 

Cliff & Jean Black  

Todd & Jody Chwatun and Dale & Marina LaBelle 

Barb Myers and Roy & Cleveann Wolf 

Pancake Breakfast 

Cliff & Jean Black and Joanna Morse 

Diane House 

Pete Amar 

Gloria House 

Jen Kassuba 

Julia Chwatun/Cienna Woodcox 

Alaina Anderson/Meadow Kassuba 

Gavin Ball/Avery Ball 

Nolan Roundy/Ryan Anderson 
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Frank Wilkinson 
Foster Weaver 
Jeff Killingbeck 
Ken Rudolph 

Cliff Black 
The Boughner Family 

Church of the Month                                      

During March  we are 
asked to pray for The First 
Congregational UCC, 
Charlevoix 

March 13, 2011 
We had so much fun in February we are promoting a second 
group outing to Treetops. Check out the Special Rates below. 

The Band Entertaining that day will be Jeff Fitzgerald and Friends. 

Come join us for some fun, fellowship and raise funds for our 
church. 

Sundays at Treetops 

After noon, you get........ 
Individual Lift Tickets - $19 

Cram the Car - $29 (for entire Carload) 
Stuff the SUV/Van - $39 (for entire SUV/Vanload 
Pack the Bus - $89 (are you serious? For entire Bus-

load) 
Probably charging full rental rates right? Nope, 

Treetops will charge the night rental rate during this 
time. 

It gets better........ 
Bring in your current Church Bulletin and Tree-

tops will donate $9 back to our church! 

and better........ 
From 3pm - 6pm, we'll host Christian Entertainers 
in Legends on the Hill Restaurant.  When you pay 
your food bill, you'll fill out a registration card de-
noting the name and address of your church and 

Treetops will Tithe 10% of the food portion of your 
bill back to your church!!!! 

and even better......... 

The Treetops Spa will offer a 10% discount on Sun-
days to anyone who brings in their church bulletin 
for Sunday Spa Services.  A portion of that revenue 

will be donated back to the church as well. 

No excuses now with a deal this 
good.  

Save the Date! 
 

The Mission/Outreach com-
mittee has asked the gentle-
men of the church to organize a Mother/
Daughter Banquet to be held Saturday May 
7th.  Tickets will be sold and the event will be 
open to the public as seating allows.  Those 
without mother or daughter available surro-
gates are suggested. 

The youth group has also been asked to take 
care of the program for the evening. If you 
have not been contacted about this and wish 
to help please contact Cathy Otto or Pastor 
Susan. 

 Help Wanted: 

We have an opening for a custodian for our 
church. The work will take 5-6 hours per week, 

Please see Tom Otto if interested. 



God doesnõt call the qualified he 

qualifies the called. 
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Trustees 

First Congregational United 
Church of Christ 
Trustee Meeting Minutes 
Wednesday February 16, 2011 

 
I. Open Meeting 
Tom called the meeting to order at 
8:32am and asked Pastor Susan to lead 
us in prayer. 
 
Trustees in Attendance: Tom Otto, Ja-
son Woodcox, Paul Kaczanowski, Joel 
Sietsema, Vicky Rigney, John 
Hellenberg, Todd Chwatun. Absent: 
Frank Wilkinson. The Trustees present 
constitute a quorum. 
 
II. Approval of Meeting Minutes 
 
Vicki made a motion to approve the 
minutes as presented for the January 12, 
2011 meeting, support by Joel, all in 
favor. THE MOTION CARRIES. 
 
III. Treasurerôs Report 
 
Tom presented the bills to be paid and 
available bank statements from January 
2011. After discussion, Todd made a 
motion to accept the Treasurerôs report 
and approve the payment of the bills as 
presented, support by John, all in favor. 
THE MOTION CARRIES. 
 
IV. Stewardship Presentation 
 
Mary Fox presented the 2011 pledge 
information on behalf of the Steward-
ship Committee. Mary stated that the 
number of individuals making pledges 
increased by 30%, but the total dollars 
pledged remained at the same level 
as in 2010. 
 
V. Trustee Resignation 
 
Bonnie Vance joined the meeting to 
tender her resignation from the Trus-
tees. She also stated that she and Ron 
will be leaving the church, but hoped to 
remain friends with everyone. The Trus-
tees thanked  Bonnie and Ron 

for all of their contributions to the 
Church and said that they will be missed 
very much. To honor Bonnieôs request, 
Joel made a motion to accept her resig-
nation, support from Todd, all in favor. 
THE MOTION CARRIES. 
 
VI. Discussion Items 
 
a. Moderator Position - Tom stated  

that  there is still a need for a Church 
Moderator for 2011. The Trustees will 
continue to work on filling the posi-
tion. 

b. Sound System ï Paul reported that               
the work stated in the original esti-
mate from Total Audio will be the 
scope of work to be done. It is sched-
uled to take    place within a week. 

c. Equipment Needs vs. Wants Review - 
There was an follow up discussion re -
garding the following issues that were 
identified at the January Trustee 
Meeting: 

 
i. Computer for Pastor Susan - The 

computer has been purchased and 
will arrive soon. 

ii. Midi for the Organ ï The unit was 
able to be repaired and it cost $90 
to get it done. 

iii. Audio/Video Reception at the 
Parrish House ï Further work 
was done which resulted in better 
picture, but no audio. It appears 

that   the TV is on its last legs. 
 

  iv. Piano ï More research is needed             
before a report can be made. 

 
d. Restroom Renovation ï More re-
search will be done to determine what 
would need to be done to make 
the restrooms ADA compliant. 
 
e. Church Custodian ï Tom informed 
the Trustees that Cathy is going to re-
sign from the position of church 
custodian. She will remain on the job 
until a replacement can be found. 
 
f. Pastor Susan - Pastor Susan stated 
that the Church had 5 guests on the 
Sunday after the article appeared in the 
Gaylord Herald Times that featured the 
Church. Those present were also re-
minded that Dan Boxwellôs 95th birth-
day will be on March 24th. 
 
g. Diaconate ï Tom told the Trustees 
about a potential Mother & Daughter 
Banquet taking place at the Church. 
There was also a mention of assembling 
a photo directory for the Church. 
 
VII. Adjourn  
At 10:25am, with no more business to 
come before the Trustees, the meeting 
was adjourned and Tom led the group 
in the Lordôs Prayer. 
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Missions and Outreach 

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH UCC DIACONATE MIN-
UTES FEB. 17,2011 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Pastor Susan, 
Margaret Hellenberg, Lorelei Woodcox, 
Cliff Black, Cleaveanne Wolf, Louranne 
Spearman, Joanie Sietsema, Sallie Ander-
son, Evelyn Pratt. 
 
The minutes for Jan. were approved as 
read. 

Christian Ed. 

Diaconate 

February 3, 2011 
Present: Sallie Anderson, Cyndie Cole, 
Jen Kassuba, Barb Myers, Pastor Susan 
 

Opening Prayer 
 

Youth Room: Furniture has been 
primed.  Mary Backlund will assist the 
youth in future painting and decorating 
projects in the youth room.   
 
Youth Group: The Youth Group is ten-
tatively planning to meet on the 1st and 
3rd Wednesday of each month at our 
church.  This schedule will be discussed 
with the youth and parents to see if it 
will work. 
 

Sunday School Roster was revised. 
Bible Presentation Sunday -  June 5, 
2011. Bibles will be presented to Cienna 

and Eden Woodcox, Gavin Ball, Dun-
can Palmer, Gage Boughner, and Erin 
Rigney.  We have ordered the DK Fam-
ily Illustrated Bible for these students.  If 
this edition is not available, the DK 
Children's Illustrated Bible will be or-
dered.  The order will be placed with 
Cokesbury or Amazon. 
 

Vacation Bible School: "Shake It Up" 
Vacation Bible School is scheduled for 
June 20-24, in the evening, at the Meth-
odist Church.  It is in a cafe setting that 
looks something like a late 50's early 60's  
soda shop with counter, lots of chrome 
and checkered tablecloths.  It introduces 

children to Biblical festivals and links 
Old Testament and New Testament 
with our lives today.  We are encourag-
ing parents/grandparents to attend with 
the kids.  Dinner will be served each 
evening.  The time is 5:00 to 7:00 PM.  
 

Lent 
Lent begins March 9.  Twenty-five copies 
of the booklet, Serve the Lord with 
Gladness, have been ordered for the 
children and youth. 
 

Meeting 
No meeting in March.  Next meeting is 
Thursday, April 7, at 6:00.  We will 
work around the Lenten Study.   
 

Closed with the Lord's Prayer 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Sallie Anderson  

As to the suggestion submitted to Diacon-
ate: Many cards have been sent to either 
shut-ins and/or people who have been 
absent from church. All shut-ins were 
visited within the last month. Youth 
group has moved meetings back to our 
church. The old choir room downstairs is 
being converted into a meeting room for 
the youth. 
Lenten Bible Study is being finalized by 
Pastor Susan. March 9th will be Ash 
Wed. service at 7p.m. Lenten Bible Study 
will start March 10th at 6p.m. with 

soup and bread. 
Dan Boxwell will be 95 on the 24th 
of March. We will be planning some-
thing for his birthday. Check bulle-
tin for update. 
Sound system will be up-dated Mon. 
and Tues. (Feb. 21st and 22nd. 
National Day of Prayer is May 5th. 
Rod and Sallie would like to have a 
24 hour observance at our church. 
Details will be following. 
Next meeting will be March 17, 2011 

First Congregational Church UCC 
Mission/Outreach Minutes 
February 10, 2011 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Pastor Susan 
Jody Chwatun, Louanne Spearman, 
Cathy Otto, Margaret Hellenberg, Ma-
rina LaBelle 
 
Mission moments were set for the year 
as follows:  
  April 3 - One Great Hour of Sharing 
  May 8 - Blanket Sunday 

  June 15 - Strengthen the Church 
  October 2 - Neighbors in Need 
  December 18 - Christmas Fund 
 
On March 27 Cathy will present mis-
sion moment to the congregation. On 
May 1 Margaret will present the mission 

moment to the congregation. Other 
dates to be assigned later.  
 
More discussion was held concerning 
the Mother/Daughter banquet. 
 
Cathy was approached by a company to 
do a church directory. The committee 
agreed to look into the matter further. 
Cathy will have information in the news-
letter. 
 
Next meeting will be held on April 7. 



 

Church Wish List 

Everyday Napkins 

Decaf Coffee 

Dish Soap and Liquid Dishwasher Soap 

Cleanser (i.e., Comet, Barkeepers Friend, Soft Scrub) 

     Toilet Bowl Cleaner 

     Clorox Spray Cleaner 

      Paper Towels 

Stamps 

If your name does not appear on our celebration listing, 
please let the office know so we can include you on this 
monthly birthday and anniversary page. 
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Mildred Manier 

Pete Amar 

Andrew Brazelton 

Eric Anderson 

Emily & James Brazelton 

Kay Boughner 

Maryetta House 

Christopher Boughner 

Milo Riegle 

John Hellenberg 

Dan Boxwell 

Cliff Black & Carol Lienerth 

Illa Kunce 

Ryan Anderson 
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Butch & Carol Leser 

Norm & Pat Dressel 

13 

28 
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April  

Re-Member Organizational Meeting  
 
Missions/ Outreach 
 
Palm Sunday/Pancake Breakfast 
 
Family Potluck 
 
Trustees 
 
White Breakfast 
Diaconate 
Seder Meal   
 
Easter Sunday 
 
Salad Luncheon 
  
UNA Spring Meeting 

May 
Mother Daughter Banquet 
 
Motherôs Day 
 
Family Potluck 
 
Trustees 
 
Diaconate 
 
Salad Luncheon 
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