The Pastor’s Christmas Message

[ think this poem by Ann Weems says it well

Unexpected
Even now we simply do not expect
To find a deity in a stable.
Somehow the setting is all wrong:
the swaddling clothes too plain,

the manger too common for the likes of a savior,
the straw inelegant,
the animals, reeking and noisy,

the whole scene too ordinary for our taste.

And the cast of characters is no better.
With the possible exception of the kings,

who among them is fit for this night?

the shepherds! Certainly too crude,
the carpenter too rough,
the girl too young.
And the baby!
Whoever expected a baby?
Had the Messiah arrived in the blazing light of the glory
of a legion of angels wielding golden swords,

The whole world could have been conquered for Christ right then and there
and we in the church - to say nothing of the world!-
wouldn’t have so much trouble today.

Even now we simply do not expect
to face the world armed with love.

So arm yourselves with love and journey with me through this Advent and Christmas
Season.

[ wish you all a blessed Christmas Season filled with LOVE, LAUGHTER , JOY and
PEACE!

PASTOR SUSAN
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Staff Directory

Pastor

Rev. Susan Webeler

Office Hours: Wed.-Sat., 8:30am-12:30pm
Office: 989-732-5726

Cell: 989-370-3767

Home: 989-732-3425

email: pastor@firstuccgaylord.org

Secretary

Cyndie Cole

Office Hours: Tuesday-Friday., 9-noon
Office/Fax: 989-732-5726

e-mail: secretary ucc@yahoo.com

Worship: 10am

Youth Leaders , 25

. . "\!{:J-» ] &77
Julie Hilt and Pastor Susan QiSe==Vams
Organist

Sandra Soderberg

Choir Director
Cyndie Cole ‘ i

Worship Schedule

Sunday School: 10:15am (during service)

Coffee Hour: 11am (after worship)

Church of the Month

Prayers

During the month of December we
are praying for the Portage Lake
United Church of Houghton.

A loving heart is the truest wisdom. Charles Dickens

Notes of Interest

Frank Wilkinson CIliff Black

Foster Weaver ~ Dan Boxwell

Jeff Killingbeck  Larry Pratt

Ken Rudolph Pat Noble

Kay Huntoon Mona Viviano

Ken Job Blanche Montgomery
John Garcia Joan Compton
Arlene Guthrie (Carolyn’s Mother)

Marlene Kersten’s Mother

Newsletter Deadline:

one final time. It would be greatly Children’s Play Practice:
appreciated by the office if any item

Sunday Dec. 4, 10:15am

The Newsletter is scheduled to be Feedh];g to b}el incflfgded 1111 the ILCWS’ Sunday Dec. 11, 10:15am
posted and sent out by the 29th of etter be in the office no later than Saturday Dec. 17, 10-1pm (craft day
the month. the 23rd of the

month.

As it takes time to format and enter
all information, get the newsletter Thank-you.
proofed, make changes and checked
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and practice)

Please try and have your children
here for practice.

DECEMBER 2011



Liturgists Acolytes

December
4 Mary Fox James and Andrew Brazelton
11 Rod Anderson Emily Brazelton/Christine Cole
18  Marilyn Kaczanowski Gavin and Avery Ball
24  Brittany Hilt Alaina Anderson/Erin Rigney
25 Cienna Woodcox/Eden Woodcox
January
Christine Cole/Erin Rigney
8 Eden Woodcox/Meadow Kassuba
15 Zephy Boughner/Alyson Cole
22 James and Andrew Brazelton
29 Ryan Anderson and Gage Boughner
Ushers & Greeters Coftee Hour Hosts
December
4 Vern & Maryetta House (pew) Vern & Maryetta House and Louanne Spearman
11 John & Margaret Hellenberg John & Margaret Hellenberg and
18 Roy Wolf and Al Davis Al Davis and Joanna Morse
25 Joel & Joanie Sietsema Joel and Joanie Sietsema and Bill & Sherri O'Neil
January
Roy & Cleveann Wolf (up) Roy & Cleveann Wolf and Gloria House
8  Cliff & Jean Black Cliff & Jean Black and Sue Roundy
15  George & Judy Dunn George & Judy Dunn and Julie Hilt
22 Mark & Jill Brazelton Mark & Jill Brazelton and Norm & Pat Dressel
29  Rod & Sallie Anderson Rod & Sallie Anderson and Meredith Anderson
P —————,

)|

Flowers for the Month
December January
Christian Ed Maryetta HOU.SC
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Lectionary Readings

December

4  Communion, Second Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 40:1-11, Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13, 2 Peter 3:8-15a, Mark 1:1-8

11 Loose Change Food Pantry, Third Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11, Psalm 126, or Luke 1:46b-55, 1Thessalonians 5:16-24, John 1:6-8, 19-28

18 Reading of the Covenant, Fourth Sunday of Advent
2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16, Luke 1:47-55 or Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26, Romans 16:25-27, Luke 1:26-38

25 Loose Change Christmas Day
Isaiah 52:7-10, Psalm 98, Hebrews 1:1-4(5-12), John 1:1-4

January

1 First Sunday after Christmas/ New Year’s Day
[saiah 61:10-62:3, Psalm 148, Galatians 4:4-7, Luke 2:22-40,
(Or readings for Epiphany)
[saiah 60:1-6, Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14, Ephesians 3:1-12, Matthew 2:1-12

8  The Baptism of Christ, Loose Change Food Pantry
Genesis 1:1-5, Psalm 29, Acts 19:1-7, Mark 1:4-11

15 Reading of the Covenant, Second Sunday After Epiphany
1 Samuel 3:1-10(11-20), Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18, 1 Corinthians 6:12-20, John 1:43-51

22 Reading of the Statement of Faith, Loose Change Friendship Housing Center,
Third Sunday after Epiphany
Jonah 3:1-5, 10, Psalm 62:5-12, 1 Corinthians 7:29-31, Mark 1:14-20

29 Apostles Creed, Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
Deuteronomy 18:15-20, Psalm 111, 1 Corinthians 8:1-13, Mark 1:21-28
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Trustee’s Minutes

First Congregational
Church UCC

Trustee Meeting Minutes
Wednesday November 16, 2011

1. Open Meeting

Tom called the meeting to order at

8:30am

Trustees in Attendance: Tom Otto,
Helen Crandall via Skype, Joel Sietsema,
Paul Kaczanowski, John Hellenberg,
Todd Chwatun, Vicky Rigney, Alan
Davis and Pastor Susan Webeler. The

Trustees present constitute a quorum.

II. Approval of Meeting Minutes
John made a motion to approve the
minutes as presented for the October

19, 2011 meeting.

Support by Vicky, all in favor.
THE MOTION CARRIED.

II1. Treasurer’s Report

Tom presented the bills to be paid and
financial reports from October 2011.
(Bank statements were not yet available.)
After discussion, Alan made a motion
to accept the Treasurer’s report and
approve the payment of the bills as pre-
sented.

Support by Joel, all in favor.
THE MOTION CARRIED.

IV. Old Business

a.Kitchen Dishwasher - The under-
counter dishwasher in the Fellowship
Hall kitchen has finally died and now
needs to be replaced. Vicky and Tom
provided model and pricing informa-
tion for the Trustees to review. After
some discussion, it was decided that a
Hobart brand, high temperature model
with a detergent pump would be our
best long term option. Joel made a mo-
tion to pursue the purchase of a Hobart

Page 5

HOBSR24H4 dishwasher contingent

on obtaining a funding source.

Support was given by Vicky and all were
in favor. THE MOTION CARRIED.

The Trustees reviewed the Otsego
County Community Foundation ac-
count statement indicating that there is
a balance that can be used by the
Church. A motion was made by Todd
that these funds be used for the pur-
chase of the dishwasher.

Support was given by John and all were

in favor. THE MOTION CARRIED.

b. Pledge Update - Tom told the Trus-
tees that so far there have been 20
pledge cards returned. This is down 6
cards from 2010. At this time, the re-
turned pledges are $1,900 short of the
budgeted amount for 2012. Vicky is
going to contact those Members who

pledged last year, but have not turned in
their pledge for 2012.

c. Restroom Issues - It was reported
that Paul and Joel have replaced both
toilets in the Ladies’ Room and have
installed toilet repair kits in the toilets
in the Men’s Room. Women'’s Fellow-
ship is paying for the toilets in the La-
dies’ Room and has offered to pay the
same amount for new toilets in the
Men’s Room if needed.

d. Peace Pole Dedication - Joel, Roy
and Rod have removed the stump and

installed the peace pole between the
church building and the pavilion. There
will be a dedication ceremony per-
formed on Sunday by the youth group.

e. Church Signage - It was reported
that Vern will be creating the signs for
the Church, but he is busy and there is

no rush.

f. Altar Railing - Everyone agrees that
there is a need for a railing in the chan-
cel area to assist people walking up the
steps. Paul and Joel have agreed to work
together on this project.

g. Maintenance List

i. Water Filter - It was noted that the
water filter under the hand sink in the
kitchen needs to be replaced. Paul and
Joel have agreed to perform this task
when they work on their other projects.

ii. Exterior Doors - The exterior doors
need a coat of paint, but this work will
not be performed until next spring.

iii. Lighting - The fluorescent light fix-
tures in the Fellowship Hall are old and
obsolete. When the bulbs and ballasts
burn out, the entire fixture will need to
be replaced. Research will be done to
see if there are any pertinent grants
available.

iv. Storm Door - The storm door at the
Fellowship Hall entrance by the offices
is in poor condition. The cost to replace
the door is approximately $180. Todd
made a motion to purchase and install
a new storm door costing up to $200
from the Buildings & Grounds funds
that are available.

Support was given by Vicky and all were
in favor. THE MOTION CARRIED.

v. Kitchen Telephone - The phone in
the kitchen is not working the way it is
supposed to act. Joel volunteered to

replace the phone to see if that will fix
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Trustee’s Continued

the problem.
h. Sunday Offering Tally Sheet - The

tally sheet used when counting the
weekly offering has been revised to be
more user friendly and accurate.

i. Counting & Deposit Training - Tom
and John went through the steps in-
volved in counting and depositing the
weekly offering deposit.

V. New Business

Comstock Grant- Tom reported that
the Comstock Grant that he applied for
on behalf of the Church was turned

down.

Pastor Susan - Pastor Susan requested
that she be reimbursed for expenses
related to her attendance at conference
meetings. A motion was made by Joel to

Support was given by Vicky and all were
in favor. THE MOTION CARRIED.

V1. Adjourn

At 10:55am, with no more business to
come before the Trustees, the meeting
was adjourned and Pastor Susan

led the group in The Lord’s Prayer.

Respectfully Submitted,

approve Pastor Susan’s request. Todd Chwatun
Bills Paid
September October

Payroll Expenses $ 6,492.00 Payroll Expenses $ 5,520.00
De Lage Landen (Copy Machine Lease) $ 71.74 De Lage Landen (Copy Machine Lease) $ 71.74
Dunn's Business Solutions $ 136.07 Dunn's Business Solutions $ 48.94
DTE $ 122.09 Northern Michigan Review $ 48.00
Northern Michigan Review $ 60.00 Otsego County Food Pantry $ 129.70
Otsego County Food Pantry $ 289.49 Friendship Shelter $ 79.90
Friendship Shelter $ 192.96 DTE $ 117.29
First CC Building Fund $ 939.68 Consumers Energy $ 203.28
Michigan Conference UCC $ 609.00 Waste Management $ 86.07
State of Michigan Non Profit Fee $ 20.00 Dan Smith CPA $ 275.00
Frontier $ 95.38 City of Gaylord $ 181.01
Consumers Energy $ 232.73 Tom Otto - Postage and Stamps $ 44 .88
City of Gaylord $ 175.63 Joel Sietsema - Quikecrete $ 14.52
Ucc Resources $ 56.00 Susan Webeler - Pastoral Supplies $ 134.34
Dan Smith CPA $  250.00 | Total $ 695467
Susan Webeler - Pulpit Supplies $ 104.29

Rev. Steve Davidson, Registrar $ 60.00

Insurance Board $ 782.50

Mich. Quarterly Taxes $ 85.75

IRS Quarterly Tax $ 669.46

Total $ 11,444.77
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Deposits Made

September

October
9/4/2011 $ 2,807.00 10/2/2011
9/11/2011 $ 1,904.00
9/11/2011  Food Pantry $  129.70 10/2/2011
9/18/2011 $ 1,259.00 10/9/2011
9/25/2011 ‘ ‘ $ 3,861.51 10/9/2011
9/26/2011 Friendship Center $ 79.90
9/27/2011  Salad Luncheon ~ $  486.00 10/16/2011
Total $ 10,527.11 10/23/2011
10/23/2011
10/25/2011
The actions of men are the best
10/30/2011
Interpreters of their thoughts. --
John Locke Total
Diaconate

Diaconate Minutes - Nov. 17, 2011

Members Present: Pastor Susan, Marga-
ret Hellenberg, Cleveann Wolf, Joanie
Sietsema, Evelyn Pratt, Lorelei Wood-
cox, Marilyn Kaczanowski, Sallie
Anderson.

Pastor Susan opened the meeting with a
prayer.

Minutes for Oct. were reviewed and
approved.

Survey results will be published as soon
as Pastor Susan and Margaret complete
the article.

At community meal last month we
served about 60 to 65 people.

Trustees have asked that diaconate
members help count money after
church, as part of your deacon duties.
Tom will be holding a short work shop
to inform members how to do this.

The coffee hour/greeter list has been
completed for next year - many thanks
to Cleveann. Marilyn is completing the
liturgist list and many thanks to

| can resist everything ex-
cept temptation Oscar Wilde
1854-1900

Oktoberfest
Food Pantry

Friendship Center

Salad Luncheon - Choir

1,747.75
500.45
57.64
1,540.68
1,561.24
69.47
1,997.00
556.00
1,167.17
9,197.40

S = = R R == <= = N S = N S

her also.

There will not be a Blue Christmas Ser-
vice this year due to lack of participa-
tion.

Hanging of the Greens Service is Nov.
27th.

Christmas Eve Service is Dec. 24th at 7
p.m.

Christmas Service is Dec. 25th at 10

a.m.

Next meeting will be held on Dec. 15th
at4 p.m.
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Women’s Fellowship

Women'’s Fellowship
Nov- 3-11

Those present were Vicky Rigney,
Dorothy Heath, Mona Viviano,
and Pastor Susan

Minutes were read and approved.

Mona reported a bank balance of
$2816.58 in the checkbook for
Evelyn who was ill Pastor Susan
will give Evelyn a bill for Bibles
she purchased to have on hand

for the children.

We all enjoyed our Fall walk and
car tour of Gaylord and lunch at
the Sugar Bowl. It was interesting
to discover facts about our his-
tory and the buildings of the past
and present.

Food Pantry

We would like to thank the men
for putting in the new toilets in
the women’s bathroom—what an
improvement.

Vicky made a motion to replace
the men’s toilets in the near fu-
ture and not to exceed $260 for
both and Fellowship will pay, sec-
onded by Dorothy, passed.

Sallie Anderson and Mona at
tended the State Women’s Mis-
sion meeting in Lansing in Oct

Looking ahead to the month of
Dec., we will not be meeting.
However we will:

1. Provide meat for Christmas
Potluck.

2.Deliver Poinsettias to shut-ins
and friends.

3. Make our annual donation to
Angel Tree of 4 names.

4. Money to staff
Our next meeting will be Jan-5-

2012

Meeting closed by saying the Me-
spah

Submitted by Mona

Our Food Pantry Representative
has changed. Linda Raymond
has found it necessary to step
down from that responsibility
because she can no longer give
this important ministry the atten-
tion it deserves. Linda has been
faithfully taking care of that min-
istry for years and we are very for-
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tunate to have had her in that
position. THANK YOU LINDA
for the great job you have done
through the years rep-
resenting our church at
the Food Pantry and
for keeping us abreast
of what is going on
with them. Evelyn

Pratt is willing to assume this po-
sition as our representative.
Thank you Evelyn for stepping
up. With Evelyn’s help we can
continue to remain an active

& part of this vital ministry.
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Usher Greeter/Coffee Hour Host List for 2012 @anuary-une)

January
1
8
15
22
29
Feb

12

19

26
March

11

18

25
April

June

10
17
24

Roy & Cleveann Wolf (up)
Cliff & Jean Black

George & Judy Dunn
Mark & Jill Brazelton

Rod & Sallie Anderson

Larry & Evelyn Pratt (pew)
Terry & Diane House
Vernon & Maryetta House
Jim & Kay Boughner

Pete Amar & Mary Fox (up)
Dale & Marina LaBelle
Jen Kassuba and Sue Roundy

Joanna Morse and Cliff or Jean Black

Cliff & Jean Black (pew)

Al Davis & Roy Wolf (Easter)
George Lienerth and John Garcia
John & Margaret Hellenberg
Tom & Brenda DeCarlo

Mary Sanders and Carol Leser (up)
Todd & Jody Chwatun

Dennis & Linda Raymond

Don & Helen Crandall

Vernon & Maryetta House (pew)
Joel & Joanie Sietsema
John & Margaret Hellenberg

Carol Leser and Joanna Morse

Roy & Cleveann Wolf and Gloria House

Cliff & Jean Black and Sue Roundy

George & Judy Dunn and Julie Hilt

Mark & Jill Brazelton and Norm & Pat Dressel
Rod & Sallie Anderson and Meredith Anderson

Larry & Evelyn Pratt and Paul & Marilyn Kaczanowski
Terry & Diane House and Jason & Lorelei Woodcox
Vernon & Maryetta House and Mona Viviano

Jim & Kay Boughner and Butch & Arlene Guthrie

Pete Amar, Mary Fox and Todd & Jody Chwatun
Dale & Marina LaBelle and Vicky Rigney

Jen Kassuba and Sue Roundy
Joanna Morse and Cliff & Jean Black

Pancake Breakfast

Al Davis and Roy & Cleveann Wolf

George & Carol Lienerth and John Garcia

John & Margaret Hellenberg and Gloria House
Tom & Brenda DeCarlo and Tom & Cathy Otto

Mary Sanders and Carol Leser

Todd & Jody Chwatun & Julie Hilt

Dennis & Linda Raymond and Norm & Pat Dressel
Don & Helen Crandall and Jen Kassuba

Vernon & Maryetta House and Chuck & Judy Falk
Joel and Joanie Sietsema and Bill & Sherri O'Neil
Father's Day Pies

Carol Leser and Joanna Morse

Please look this list over.

If you have a conflict it is your responsi-
bility to switch with someone.

Please notify the office of the change.

- _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|]
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Usher Greeter/Coffee Hour Host List for 2012 uuy-becemben)

July

1  Dale & Marina LaBelle (up) Dale & Marina LaBelle and George & Judy Dunn

8  Mona Viviano & Mary Sanders Mona Vivanio and Mary Sanders

15 Dennis & Linda Raymond Dennis & Linda Raymond and Vicky Rigney

22 Paul & Marilyn Kaczanowski Paul & Marilyn Kaczanowski and Sandra Soderberg

29 Tom & Brenda DeCarlo Tom & Brenda DeCarlo and Rod & Sallie Anderson

August

5 Don & Helen Crandall (pew) Don & Helen Crandall and Louanne Spearman

12 Jason & Lorelei Woodcox Jason & Lorelei Woodcox and Larry & Evelyn Pratt

19  Tom & Cathy Otto Tom & Cathy Otto and John & Margaret Hellenberg

26  Butch & Arlene Guthrie Butch & Arlene Guthrie and Chuck & Judy Falk
Sept.

2 Pete Amar and Mary Fox (up) Pete Amar & Mary Fox and Paul & Marilyn Kaczanowski

9  Terry & Diane House Terry & Diane House and Vicky Rigney

16  Cliff & Jean Black Cliff & Jean Black and Carol Leser

23 Dennis & Linda Raymond Dennis & Linda Raymond and Gloria House

30 Don & Helen Crandall Don & Helen Crandall and Jen Kassuba
Oct.

7 Joel & Joanie Sietsema (pew) Joel and Joanie Sietsema and Bill & Sherri O'Neil

14  George & Judy Dunn George & Judy Dunn and Mona Viviano

21 Rod & Sallie Anderson Rod & Sallie Anderson and Meredith Anderson

28  Larry & Evelyn Pratt Larry & Evelyn Pratt and Mary Sanders
Nov.

4 Roy & Cleveann Wolf (up) Roy & Cleveann Wolf and Chuck & Judy Falk

11 John & Margaret Hellenberg John & Margaret H., Al Davis and Sandra Soderberg

18  Dale & Marina LaBelle Dale & Marina LaBelle and Tom & Cathy Otto

25  Pete Amar & Mary Fox Pete Amar & Mary Fox and Jason & Lorelei Woodcox
Dec.

2 Vern & Maryetta House (up) Vern & Maryetta House and Mark & Jill Brazelton

9  George Lienerth & John Garcia George & Carol Lienerth and John Garcia

16  Joel & Joanie Sietsema Joel and Joanie Sietsema and Louanne Spearman

23 Butch & Arlene Guthrie Butch & Arlene Guthrie and Todd & Jody Chwatun

30 Terry & Diane House Terry & Diane House and Jim & Kay Boughner

Please look this list over.

If you have a conflict it is your responsibil-
ity to switch with someone.

Please notify the office of the change.

C_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
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It’s time to think about ordering flowers to
decorate the chancel for the Christmas Season.
This year we are trying something different.
You can make a donation towards the purchase
of a 6" potted poinsettia at $13 or make a dona-
tion to the church in memory or honor of a
loved one. Please fill out the form below with
your choice and turn it in to the church office or
place it in the offering plate.

Enclosed is my $ donation

6" Potted Poinsettia

Church

I would like my donation to be

In Memory of

In Honor of

Name:

VOLUME 1, ISSUE 12 Page 11



Upcoming Events

appy
Birtlhday

January
1 Service of Lessons and Carols 3 Terry House
3 Youth Group 4 Travis House
5 Women’s Fellowship, Christian Ed 5 Judy Falk, Eleanor Plachta &
11 Youth Choir Sandra Soderberg
6 Jackson Kaczanowski

14 Church & Ministry & UNA 12 Linds Raymond
17 Youth Group and Family Potluck 15 Linda Wiseley
18 Trustee’s Meeting 19 Paul Kaczanowski
19 Diaconate Meeting 21 Duane Detzler
24 Newsletter Deadline (via email please) 22 Jacob Dylan Evans

24 Charlotte Swanker
25 Youth Choir 55 Ilah Weaver

28 Dorothy Heath

February

2 Women’s Fellowship, Missions & Christian Ed
7 Youth Group
8 Youth Choir
12 Women'’s Service
15 Trustee’s Meeting _&
16 Diaconate Meeting &
21 Youth Group and Family Potluck é 3 Joff & Shannon Waller
22 Youth Choir, Ash Wednesday & 21 Joel & Joanie Sietsema
23 Lenten Soup Supper Series Begins § 22 George & Carol Lienerth
24 Newsletter Deadline (via email please) -&

Page 12
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Tis the Season



